Happy New Year!

WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2015

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

New year brings many new laws to state
Undocumented immigrants
can apply for driver’s licenses
beginning Friday
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

Starting Friday, undocumented individuals can begin applying for driver’s licenses in California, a move advocates say

will give people equal access to
reliable transportation.
The driver’s license law, one
of more than 900 new laws taking effect in California this year,
has been welcomed especially
by advocates for the immigrant
community.
“It’s a really big boost to their
economic independence, to be
able to get to work and be the
great employees they want to
be,” said Maureen Purtill, di-

rector of the Graton Day Labor
Center.
Other new laws of particular
interest on the North Coast include measures that regulate
groundwater use, define sexual consent among college students, ban plastic bags and overhaul confinement standards for
egg-laying hens and other livestock.
Some 1.4 million immigrants
in the United States illegally are

expected to apply for a California driver’s license beginning
Friday.
The DMV has hired an additional 900 employees across
the state, opened four regional
centers to process only firsttime driver’s licenses, extended
weekday hours at 14 field offices
and will offer Saturday hours at
60 DMV offices, including sites
in Santa Rosa and Napa.
On Saturday, applicants can

“We’ve had a lot of very vulnerable people come through —
many with severe mental illnesses, some with significant disabilities. It’s very alarming.”
JENNIELYNN HOLMES, director of shelter and housing for Catholic Charities

Code blue for homeless

apply for the new licenses from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Santa Rosa
DMV, and on every Saturday
going forward. The DMV has
extended to 90 days how far in
advance people can make an appointment.
The new law essentially reinstates privileges taken away
from undocumented immigrants in 1993, when California
enacted a law that required resTURN TO LAWS, PAGE A7

Indonesia
air-safety
worries
renewed
AirAsia crash puts focus
on chronic problems with
country’s aviation industry
By THOMAS FULLER
and KEITH BRADSHER
NEW YO R K T I M ES

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

GIFT OF WARMTH: John woke Wednesday morning with two extra-heavy blankets over him, given to him while he slept along Seventh Street in Santa Rosa.
Because of a bad hip that makes walking difficult, John planned to spend Wednesday night on the sidewalk once again.

As cold snap hits, advocates expand efforts to keep people safe, warm
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

S

onoma County’s new
emergency cold weather response plan was
triggered for the second time
this winter on Wednesday,
prompting extra efforts to
protect hundreds of homeless
people from frigid temperatures that were set to linger
into this morning
Homeless advocates and
service providers were
working overtime, manning
warming stations at Santa
Rosa’s Homeless Service Center, handing out blankets and
warm clothing and serving
warm drinks to homeless people, who are at extra risk of
hypothermia in such weather
and can die from the cold.

By 9 p.m. Wednesday, more
than 70 people already had
dropped by the center to get
out of the cold, including
34 who planned to spend the
night.
“We’re slammed … we’ve
had staff working around
the clock,” said Jennielynn
Holmes, director of shelter
and housing for Catholic
Charities, which launched the
county’s emergency program
this year.
Lows overnight Wednesday were expected to be the
coldest so far this week — in
the 20s and 30s across the region — with temperatures set
to climb slowly after sunrise
today.
“These freezing conditions
are following the cold front
TURN TO HOMELESS, PAGE A7
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PLACE TO STAY: Trisha Clancey organizes her belongings Wednesday at the
Samuel L. Jones shelter in Santa Rosa. Clancey has been at the shelter for a
week and hopes a disability hearing next week will lead to permanent housing.
FOR HELP: Sonoma County’s code blue cold weather hotline
for homeless assistance is 707-800-2927

By PAUL PAYNE

Alyssa
Byrne
19-year-old died
on New Year’s Eve
in 2012

T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

Driving to South Lake Tahoe brings
tears to Kevin Byrne’s eyes.
That’s because it stirs memories of
his 19-year-old daughter, Alyssa, who
froze to death two years ago after wandering into the frigid woods outside

the SnowGlobe Music Festival.
“Every time I hit the grade outside
Placerville, I start thinking about it,”
the Petaluma resident said Wednesday, his voice cracking. “It’s tough.”
But Byrne, who has launched an education campaign about the perils of
drugs and cold weather, made the trek
anyway. He went to deliver a few key
messages to young people like Alyssa attending the three-day event that
ends this morning:
Don’t party too hard. If you do, pair
up with a buddy. Protect yourself
against dehydration by drinking lots

TURN TO SAFETY, PAGE A7
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BOWL GAMES, THEN & NOW:

Grieving Petaluma dad offers words of caution
2 years after daughter’s death,
man warns Tahoe festivalgoers
about drugs, severe weather

JAKARTA,
Indonesia
—
When U.N. auditors visited Jakarta in May to rate the country’s aviation safety, they came
to a troubling conclusion: Indonesia was well below the global
average in every category, and
scored just 61 percent in airworthiness.
The audit reinforced the fact
that Indonesia, which scored far
worse than impoverished neighbors such as Laos and Myanmar, has a chronic problem with
aviation safety.
Although in recent years
there were glimmers of hope
that aviation safety might be
improving, the crash of AirAsia
Flight 8501 into the Java Sea on
Sunday has renewed concerns
that Indonesia cannot keep up
with the ever-growing popularity of air travel as incomes rise
and low-cost carriers multiply.
What role, if any, the failings
of Indonesia’s aviation system
may have played in the crash of
Flight 8501 may not be known
for weeks. But in a country of
17,000 islands, where cheap
flights are replacing the ferry
journeys that Indonesians used
to take across the archipelago,
the chances of dying on an Indonesian plane, while rare, are
unacceptably high, experts say.
Arnold Barnett, a statistician
at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology who specializes
in airline safety, said that the
death rate in airplane crashes
over the past decade in Indonesia was 1 per million passengers who boarded. That rate is
25 times higher the rate in the
United States.
“To assert that the disparity
is only a coincidence or manifestation of bad luck would be

of water. And keep warm.
“Yesterday, it was 17 degrees in the
afternoon,” Byrne said. “I’m purple
from the minute I get out of bed until I
go back in it at night.”
Byrne dispensed advice and free
water bottles from a booth at the festival entrance as part of his effort to
prevent tragedies similar to Alyssa’s.
His daughter, a 2011 Casa Grande
High graduate, died on New Year’s
Eve in 2012 while attending the event
on the South Lake Tahoe Community
College campus with friends. AuthorTURN TO DAD, PAGE A7
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