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16 TOP SHOWS FOR 2016: 
Adele, Springsteen and 
Napa’s BottleRock among 
musical highlights in first 
half of new year / D1

INSIDE

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Paris attack response shows weakness
INSIDE
Six detained  
in Belgium, 
fireworks shows 
called off in 
Brussels, Paris 
amid fears  
of possible  
New Year’s 
attacks / B3
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CHECKING FOR BACTERIA: County Health Services Technician Carolyn DuBay adds a chemical that will react to well water samples taken from the Canon Manor 
neighborhood near Rohnert Park. The test will reveal if bacteria are present in the water. Previous tests found E. coli in two other wells in the neighborhood.

Contamination alert
WATER WORRIES » 2 wells near Rohnert Park test positive 
for ‘extremely high’ levels of bacteria; neighbors warned County 

gas prices 
spike as 
year ends

Gas prices spiked in Sonoma 
County and across the state 
during the last two weeks of  the 
year, even as motorists around 
the country are paying less.

The average price for a gallon 
of  regular unleaded in Santa 
Rosa rose from $2.59 on Dec. 16 
to $2.70 on Thursday, while the 
state average increased to $2.85, 
according to the consumer 
watchdog website, GasBuddy.
com.

At the same time, the nation-
al average dropped more than 
3  cents in December to $1.99 a 
gallon. Analysts said that aver-
age would have sunk even low-
er had it not been for the rise in 
California’s prices. 

GasBuddy analyst Allison 
Mac said “unplanned mainte-
nance issues” at several Cali-
fornia refineries, including the 
Tesoro plant in Martinez and 
Chevron facilities elsewhere in 
the state, cut supply, driving up 
prices.

The trend could reverse itself  
in early January as refineries 
return to full capacity, she said.

“Prices are definitely on the 
rise,” Mac said. “Hopefully by 
next week prices will go in the 
other direction.”

Things were even worse on 
the Central Coast and in South-
ern California, where the aver-
age price hovered around $3.

The statewide spike comes 
as prices across the rest of  the 
country remain low because 
of  ample supply and low crude 
prices. 

Motorists filling up in Santa 
Rosa on Thursday were mostly 
unfazed by the increase.

“As long as it stays under $3, 
I’m OK with it,” said Tish Pat-

Sonoma County officials fanned out in the Canon 
Manor neighborhood east of  Rohnert Park this week 
warning dozens of  residents that water drawn from 

private wells may be contaminated with E. coli and fecal 
coliform bacteria.

Two wells outside homes in the neighborhood near 
Sonoma State University already have tested positive for 
what county officials called “extremely high” levels of  the 
two strains of  bacteria. The county ordered the property 
owners to discontinue using the wells, which are in the 
1700 block of  Lynn Drive. The owners have subsequently 
hooked up to a system operated by the Penngrove/Ken-
wood Water Co.

County health officials stressed that there have been 
no reports of  anyone being sickened from drinking or 
using water from contaminated wells in Canon Manor. 
Symptoms of  E. coli infection include abdominal distress 
and headaches. It’s unknown whether the contamination TESTING WELLS: Sonoma County Department of Health Services  employees Chetco 

Jamgochian, left, and James Dentoni walk through the Canon Manor neighborhood as they 
prepare to test wells for E. coli and other bacteria. 

PARIS — Since the devastating 
Nov. 13 attacks in Paris, the French 
police have offered only a fragmen-
tary outline of  their response and of  
how they deployed anti-terror teams 

and other forces. The somberness 
and solidarity in the weeks since 
have muted public criticism. No re-
view of  the police’s performance has 
been announced.

Yet accounts from survivors and 
police officials, as well as the analysis 
of  outside experts, make clear that 
there were substantial periods when 
the terrorists operated with little or 
no hindrance from the authorities 
and that France’s top-heavy chain 
of  command, which has diminished 
neighborhood patrols in favor of  spe-

cialized units, contributed to delays.
The first officer to reach the worst 

of  the carnage — at the Bataclan 
concert hall, where 90 of  the 130 vic-
tims that night were killed — got 
there roughly 15 minutes into the at-
tack. Armed with only a service side-
arm, he managed to stall the killing 
by shooting one attacker, blowing 
up the terrorist’s suicide vest while 
sparing the victims around him.

Yet the officer was ordered to with-
draw in favor of  a more specialized 
anti-terrorism unit, which arrived 

half  an hour into the assault after 
initially being sent to sites where the 
violence already had ended. Another 
specialized unit nearby was appar-
ently never deployed, according to a 
French news report.

In the meantime, the remaining 
two attackers at the Bataclan forti-
fied themselves with hostages, while 
scores of  wounded — pretending 
to be dead or paralyzed with fear 
— lay scattered in eerie silence, 

Expert, witness accounts 
reveal how top-heavy police 
structure led to delays

By ADAM NOSSITER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Regular unleaded $2.70 
a gallon in SR; national 
average dips to $1.99

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Climate chaos, from Africa to NY to California

What is going on with the weather?
With tornado outbreaks in the 

South, Christmas temperatures that 
sent trees into bloom in New York’s 
Central Park, drought in parts of  Af-
rica and historic floods drowning the 
old industrial cities of  England, 2015 
is closing with a string of  weather 
anomalies all over the world.

The year, expected to be the hottest 
on record, may have ended Thursday 
at midnight, but the trouble will not 
be. Rain in the central United States 
has been so heavy that major floods 
are beginning along the Mississippi 
River and are likely to intensify in 
coming weeks. California may lurch 
from drought to flood by late win-
ter. Most serious, millions of  people 
could be threatened by a developing 
food shortage in southern Africa.

Scientists say the most obvious 
suspect in the turmoil is the climate 
pattern called El Niño, in which the 
Pacific Ocean for the last few months 
has been dumping immense amounts 
of  heat into the atmosphere. Because 
atmospheric waves can travel thou-
sands of  miles, the added heat and 
accompanying moisture have been 
playing havoc with the weather in 

By JUSTIN GILLIS
NEW YORK TIMES

WEATHER » 
Experts say 
El Niño isn’t 
the whole 
story behind 
unusual 
occurrences
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