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NEW ERA FOR CANNABIS » Wave of first-time users and evolving
rules put millions in giant social and economic experiment

Recreational pot sales
start today across state
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A university student attends
a protest Saturday inside
Tehran University in Iran.

Iran cuts
off apps
amid big
protests
Tehran targets activists’
use of social media for
fanning anger; 2 dead
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Andrew Sansoe, right, Fernando Del Valle, center, and Brett Decker work in the packaging room at the Mercy Wellness cannabis dispensary in
Cotati last week. Today, some dispensaries in California will be able to legally sell cannabis to adults without a physician’s recommendation.

WHERE TO
BUY LEGALLY
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An end to cannabis prohibition has arrived in California, and the best advice
around for newcomers involves moderation. In other words, don’t eat the whole
cookie.
Starting today, adults can buy cannabis
without physician recommendations at
some dispensaries in the state. In Sonoma
County, the doors are opening to anyone
21 and older at two dispensaries in Sebastopol and a third in Cotati.
Jan. 1 is the start of a new era for California’s projected $7 billion cannabis
marketplace — the nation’s largest — one
being reshaped by taxes and bureaucracy,
shedding the trappings of its outlaw roots.
On the North Coast, officials and industry
leaders hope to capitalize on the Emerald Triangle’s historic role as the state’s

Chris Hillenbrand browses the variety of marijuana for sale last week at
Mercy Wellness cannabis dispensary in Cotati. Mercy Wellness is one of three
dispensaries in Sonoma County open today for adult-use sales.
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Three Sonoma
County cannabis
dispensaries will be
open today for adultuse sales.
Solful:
785 Gravenstein
Hwy. S., Sebastopol.
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
SPARC/Peace
in Medicine:
6771 Sebastopol Ave.
No. 100, Sebastopol.
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Mercy Wellness
of Cotati:
7950 Redwood Drive
No. 8, Cotati.
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“The era of Prohibition is over. The voice of the voter won
the day and recreational cannabis will now be legal.”

TEHRAN, Iran — The largest
protests to strike Iran in nearly
a decade continued unabated
Sunday, despite a government
move to block access to Instagram and a popular messaging
app used by activists to organize, with even President Hassan Rouhani acknowledging the
public’s anger over the Islamic
Republic’s flagging economy.
Rouhani and other leaders
made a point to warn that the
government wouldn’t hesitate
to crack down on those it considers lawbreakers amid the
demonstrations, which began
Thursday over the economic
woes plaguing Iran.
“Those who misused cyberspace and spread violence are
absolutely known to us and we
will definitely confront them,”
Iranian Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli said on state
television.
The outpouring of public discontent — the most widespread
since protests following Iran’s
disputed 2009 presidential election — have been fanned by
messages sent on the Telegram
messaging app, which authorities blocked Sunday along with
the photo-sharing app Instagram, which is owned by tech
giant Facebook.
Many in Iran are learning
about the protests and sharing
images of them through Telegram, a mobile-phone messaging app popular among the
country’s 80 million people. On
Saturday, Telegram shut down
one channel of the service over
Iranian government allegations
that it encouraged violence,
something its moderator denied.
On Sunday, Telegram CEO
Pavel Durov wrote on Twitter
that authorities had blocked all
access to the app.
“Iranian
authorities
are
blocking access to Telegram for
the majority of Iranians after

MIKE MCGUIRE, Democratic state senator representing Healdsburg
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N Korea leader blends bravado, conciliation
Kim Jong Un says path to
dialogue open, but warns
he’ll strike US if threatened
By SIMON DENYER
WASHINGTON POST

BEIJING — North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un boasted in an annual
New Year’s Day speech today that
he had a nuclear button on his desk
and that the entire United States was
within range of his weapons — but
he also vowed not to attack unless
threatened.
Kim promised to focus this year
on producing nuclear warheads and
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missiles for operational deployment,
adding that the United States could
now “never start a war against me or
our country.”
But he also struck a conciliatory
note, opening the door to dialogue
with South Korea and saying he
would consider sending a delegation
to the Winter Olympic Games to be
held in his southern neighbor in
February.
“The United States should know
that the button for nuclear weapons
is on my table,” he said during the
nationally televised speech, according to a provisional translation by
the Associated Press.
“The entire area of the U.S. main-
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land is within our nuclear strike
range.”
But Kim also said those weapons
would not be used unless his country
faced aggression.
“This year, we should focus on
mass-producing nuclear warheads
and ballistic missiles for operational deployment,” Kim said. “These
weapons will be used only if our security is threatened.”
North Korea conducted its sixth
and most powerful nuclear test in
September, and recently launched
its most high-tech intercontinental
ballistic missile, ignoring international condemnation and steadily
tightening sanctions. In typically
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100 rounds at officers, killing one and wounding four before being shot to death / A6

bellicose language, it declared the
latest round of United Nations sanctions imposed last month an “act of
war.”
But Kim, dressed in a Western-style gray suit and a tie, said it
is imperative to lower military tensions on the Korean peninsula and
improve ties with the South.
He said the path to dialogue was
open and that he would consider
sending a delegation to the Winter
Olympics Games in Pyeongchang,
South Korea.
“North Korea’s participation in
the Winter Games will be a good opTURN TO KOREA » PAGE A6
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Kim Jong Un
North Korea’s
leader said today
the entire U.S.
mainland is within nuclear strike
range, but he
wouldn’t attack
unless provoked.
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