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49ERS, RAIDERS SEASON WRAP-UP »  
Both teams going in different directions 
despite losing records.   B1

SEVERANCE DEAL INCLUDES PAYOUT »  
Windsor paid top administrators $200K 
as part of agreement to cut ties.   A3

WARRIORS HEAT 
UP IN PHOENIX »  
Curry’s 34 points 
leads way for 
Golden State in 
132-109 win over 
lowly Suns.   B1
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Sonoma County Sheriff Robert Giordano during his last day on the job at the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office building on Monday in Santa Rosa. 
Giordano held office during an independent audit and amid controversy over how to handle undocumented migrants in jail.

Exiting lawman’s legacy: 
Steady hand during fires

SONOMA COUNTY » SHERIFF RETIRES 

In 16-month term, Giordano credited with better community relations

Sen. Elizabeth Warren

Warren
enters 
field  
for 2020 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Massachusetts, a sharp critic 
of  big banks and unregulated 
capitalism, entered the 2020 race 
for president Monday, becom-
ing the first major candidate in 
what is likely to be a long and 
crowded primary marked by 
ideological and generational di-
visions in a Democratic Party 
desperate to beat President Don-
ald Trump.

In an email to supporters on 
New Year’s Eve — 13 months 
before the first votes will be cast 
in the Iowa caucuses — Warren 
said she was forming an explor-
atory committee, which allows 
her to raise money and fill staff 
positions before a formal kickoff 
of  her presidential bid.

On Monday afternoon out-
side her home in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, flanked by her 
husband, Bruce Mann, a profes-
sor at Harvard Law School, and 
their golden retriever, Bailey, 
Warren leaned into her stinging 
criticisms of  wealthy financial 
interests as she ripped Trump 
and branded herself  as a cham-
pion of  the middle class.

“The problem we’ve got right 
now in Washington is that it 
works great for those who’ve 
got money to buy influence, and 

Sonoma County Sheriff Rob Giordano 
was sleeping in his Rincon Valley 
home when he got a telephone call 

at 12:30 a.m. on Oct. 9, 2017, alerting him 
of  what soon would become the most 
destructive wildfire in California history 
at the time.

Quickly, Sonoma County Assistant 
Sheriff Clint Shubel told his boss about the 
large and fast-moving inferno encroaching 
on northeast Santa Rosa. 

A short time later, Giordano could see 
smoke-filled skies as he walked out of  his 

house and got into his patrol car. From 
the police radio inside his car, the sheriff 
could hear the sounds of  deputies breath-
ing heavily as they raced from one home 
to the next in the Mark West Springs Road 
area, alerting and helping residents flee 
the flames. 

“I was listening just for a couple min-
utes and I could hear them spread out 
all over,” Giordano said in an interview 
recalling the natural disaster that shaped 
his stint of  little more than a year as the 
county’s top lawman. “I’m thinking, ‘That 
fire is here and it’s bad.’ ”

With the massive local post-fire rebuild-
ing effort now headed into its second year, 

Giordano, 50, on Monday finished his 
22-year career with the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

The most notable of  the October 2017 
blazes to strike the region was the Tubbs 
fire, which killed 22 people and destroyed 
more than 5,600 buildings from Calistoga 
to Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood. 

For many colleagues and county resi-
dents, Giordano will be remembered for 
his speedy and direct response to that fire, 
providing invaluable information to the 
suffering community. His broadcast daily 
briefings thrust him into the unofficial 

Senator’s committee gets 
head start on rivals for 
presidential nomination
By ASTEAD W. HERNDON 
AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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MARKETS END ROCKY 2018: 
Stock market finishes year 
with a loss amid concerns 
over trade war with China, 
Fed interest rates / A8

INSIDE

TURN TO SYRIA » PAGE A6

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has agreed to give 
the military about four months 
to withdraw the 2,000 U.S. troops 
in Syria, administration officials 
said Monday, backtracking from 
his abrupt order two weeks ago 
that the military pull out within 
30 days.

Trump confirmed on Twit-
ter that troops would “slowly” 
be withdrawn, but complained 
that he got little credit for the 

move after a fresh round of  crit-
icism from retired Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal and revelations 
from the departing White House 
chief  of  staff, John Kelly, him-
self  a retired Marine general, 
about the president’s impulsive 
decision-making.

“If  anybody but Donald 
Trump did what I did in Syr-
ia, which was an ISIS loaded 
mess when I became President, 
they would be a national hero,” 
Trump wrote. “ISIS is mostly 
gone, we’re slowly sending our 

Trump OKs slower troop pullout from Syria
BY ERIC SCHMITT 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

President 
Donald Trump 
has agreed 
to give the 
military about 
four months 
to withdraw 
the 2,000 
United States 
troops in Syria, 
administration 
officials said on 
Monday.
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House aims to end shutdown

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats unveiled a package 
of  bills Monday that would re-
open the federal government 

without approving funding for 
President Donald Trump’s bor-
der wall with Mexico, establish-
ing an early confrontation that 
will test the new power dynamic 
in Washington.

The House is preparing to 
vote as soon as the new Con-
gress convenes Thursday, as 
one of  the first acts after Dem-
ocrats take control, according to 
an aide who was not authorized 
to discuss the plan and spoke on 

condition of  anonymity.
Democrats under 

Nancy Pelosi are all but 
certain to swiftly ap-
prove the two bills, mak-
ing good on their pledge 
to try to quickly resolve 
the partial government shut-
down that’s now in its second 
week. What’s unclear is wheth-
er the Republican-led Senate, 
under Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Kentucky, will 

consider either measure 
— or if  Trump would 
sign them into law.

“It would be the 
height of  irresponsibili-
ty and political cynicism 
for Senate Republicans 

to now reject the same legisla-
tion they have already support-
ed,” Pelosi and Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer said in a 
statement late Monday.

The White House did not im-

mediately respond to a request 
for comment. The package does 
not include the $5 billion Trump 
wants for the wall on the south-
ern border.

The president told Fox News 
Channel in an interview Mon-
day that he was “ready, willing 
and able” to negotiate. He add-
ed: “No, we are not giving up. 
We have to have border security 

Incoming Dems unveil 
bills to fund US, but 
border wall not included 
By ZEKE MILLER 
AND LISA MASCARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Trash, waste 
piling up in parks 
as shutdown 
leaves no staff to 
clean it up / A2


