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Death 
toll rises
in street
protests

Kim’s offer 
of talks 
could split 
alliance

ISTANBUL — Anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran have 
turned increasingly violent with 
the deaths of  12 demonstrators 
and a police officer, raising the 
stakes as unrest on the streets 
has raged now for five days and 
confounded leaders who have 
struggled to respond.

The protests have been stun-
ning in their ferocity and geo-
graphic reach, spreading to far-
flung towns and cities that are 
strongholds of  the middle and 
working classes.

The demonstrators them-
selves appeared Monday to be 
leaderless, and their demands 
diffuse, ranging from better 
living conditions to more polit-
ical freedoms and even an end 
to the Islamic Republic. Their 
chants and attacks on govern-
ment buildings broke taboos in 
a system that brooks little dis-
sent. The demonstrations were 
the boldest challenge to govern-
ment authority since a pro-de-
mocracy revolt in 2009.

The prospect of  a harsher 
response from security forces, 
whose brutality is notorious, 
raised fears of  further violence 
in a country buffeted by conflict 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea’s surprise call on Monday 
for direct talks with South Ko-
rea could drive a wedge into the 
decades-old alliance between 
Seoul and 
Wa s h i n g t o n , 
potentially cre-
ating a reprieve 
from months 
of  tensions but 
also under-
cutting Pres-
ident Donald 
Trump’s tough 
approach to the 
nuclear-armed 
North.

A New Year’s Day speech by 
Kim Jong Un, the North Ko-
rean leader, contained a dra-
matic shift in tone and policy 
regarding the South. After ig-
noring South Korea for years, 
Kim called for urgent dialogue 
to discuss improving ties and 
easing military tensions on the 
divided Korean Peninsula, even 

Demonstrations vent 
grievances, but lack 
clear demands or leader

Dictator aims overture 
at S Korea eager to ease 
tensions before Olympics

By ERIN CUNNINGHAM
WASHINGTON POST

By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Customers line up early Monday, the state’s first day of legal recreational marijuana sales, at SPARC/Peace in Medicine in Sebastopol, one of three 
dispensaries in Sonoma County selling cannabis to adult buyers without a previously required physician’s recommendation.

Deep lines at shops 
on legal pot’s Day 1

RECREATIONAL CANNABIS » Consumers come to Sonoma County 
dispensaries to make their first legitimate purchases

Brian Jordan set out early New Year’s 
Day to do something he’d been 
sneaking around to do since the 

1970s — buy some pot.
The retired Novato postal worker drove 

to Cotati’s Mercy Wellness dispensary 
and just after 9 a.m. became the first in 
Sonoma County to purchase marijuana 
for recreational use without breaking 
California law.

“They’re finally doing it after all these 
years,” said Jordan, 63, before plunking 
down $96 for 10 grams of  Candy Jack at 
Mercy Wellness on Redwood Drive. “This 
is so convenient.”

Jordan was among the throngs of  adults 
who visited three county dispensaries 
Monday in Sonoma County to exercise 
their right to buy pot just to get high un-
der voter-approved Proposition 64. 

The end of  prohibition brought the re-
gion’s storied cannabis industry out of  the 
shadows and into a marketplace expected 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A Mercy Wellness of Cotati staff member explains cannabis products to a customer on the first 
day of legal recreational marijuana sales in Sonoma County.

ONLINE

See video from the first day of legal recreational marijuana sales at pressdemocrat.com

Businesses love Trump’s war on rules

WASHINGTON — A wave of  
optimism has swept over Amer-
ican business leaders, and it 
is beginning to translate into 
the sort of  investment in new 
plants, equipment and factory 
upgrades that bolsters econom-
ic growth, spurs job creation 
— and may finally raise wages 
significantly.

While business leaders are 
eager for the tax cuts that take 
effect this year, the newfound 

confidence was initially 
inspired by the Trump 
administration’s regu-
latory pullback, not so 
much because deregu-
lation is saving compa-
nies money but because 
the administration has 
instilled a faith in busi-
ness executives that 
new regulations are not 
coming.

“It’s an overall sense that 
you’re not going to face any new 
regulatory fights,” said Grang-
er MacDonald, a homebuilder 
in Kerrville, Texas. “We’re not 
spending more, which is the 
main thing. We’re not seeing 
any savings, but we’re not see-
ing any increases.”

The applause from top exec-

utives has been largely 
reserved for the admin-
istration’s economic pol-
icy agenda. 

Many chief  executives 
have been publicly criti-
cal of  President Donald 
Trump’s approach to so-
cial and cultural issues, 
including his response 
to a white national-

ist march over the summer in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, that 
turned deadly and his decision 
to withdraw from the Paris cli-
mate accord. 

Two of  the business advisory 
councils that Trump assembled 
in the nascent days of  his pres-
idency disbanded after execu-
tives grew concerned about his 
public remarks on the violence 

in Charlottesville.
There is little historical evi-

dence tying regulation levels to 
growth. Regulatory proponents 
say, in fact, that those rules can 
have positive economic effects 
in the long run, saving compa-
nies from violations that could 
cost them both financially and 
reputationally. 

Cost-benefit analyses general-
ly do not look just at the impact 
of  a regulation on a particu-
lar business’s bottom line in 
the coming months, but at the 
broader impact on consumers, 
the environment, public health 
and other factors that can show 
up over years or decades.

But in the administration and 

Speculation grows that 
less-regulated companies  
might invest, raise wages
By BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 
AND JIM TANKERSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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