IT’S A BOY! » Windsor couple welcomes third
child, the first baby of 2019 born in county. A3

SPRUCE UP YOUR SOUP » Cold winter months are
ideal for enjoying a warm bowl of veggies. D1
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Trump, Dems’ goals diverge
BUDGET STANDOFF » Thompson, Huffman ready
to join colleagues challenging Trump over wall

BORDER SECURITY » New House majority focuses
on fresh political agenda; president suggests deal
BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
AND JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — America
will get its first taste of divided
government under President
Donald Trump this week when a
Democratic House tries to wrest
control of the political agenda
from Trump, who appears determined to keep the focus on

border security, immigration
and his “big, beautiful” wall.
After the midterm elections
ushered in the most diverse
freshman class in history,
House Democrats intend to put
a spotlight on the issues that
worked well for them during the
campaign: diminishing the influence of the wealthy and conTURN TO DIVIDED » PAGE A2

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE
Shutdown hitting some Native
American tribes especially hard / B1

With the political tables
turned in their favor, Democratic Congressmen Mike Thompson and Jared Huffman are enthused about going back to work
Thursday as part of the new
majority in the House of Representatives, which is scheduled
to immediately challenge Pres-

ACT OF FORGIVENESS » Governor’s pardon of Santa Rosa man
allows him to continue transforming his life after 2001 felony conviction

Grateful for clean slate

ident Donald Trump over the
government shutdown.
Hours after San Francisco’s
Nancy Pelosi regains the speaker’s gavel, the Democrats — in
control for the first time since
2011 — are expected pass measures that would end the 12-dayold shutdown without giving
Trump any more money for a
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NASA

Craft
makes
flawless
flyby
Agency’s New Horizons
craft signals successful
visit to Ultima Thule
By KENNETH CHANG
NEW YORK TIMES
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PATH TO REDEMPTION: John Frates was granted a pardon from Gov. Jerry Brown on Christmas Eve in connection to a 2001 stalking case. Frates visits the Sonoma
County Main Adult Detention Facility once a week to talk to inmates and share his journey, through a program run by the Redwood Gospel Mission.
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

J

ohn Jeffrey Frates carried a
frayed red Bible as he walked
last Wednesday toward the
entrance of the Sonoma County
Main Jail, a trip he takes every
week.
His visits to the facility are part
of his work with the Redwood
Gospel Mission’s jail ministries
program, which connects volunteers with inmates for one-on-one
meetings to study the Bible, talk
about their lives or just to pray.
He credits studying the Bible
and discovering God as the cat-

alyst for turning his life around
more than a decade ago, a change
that happened while serving a
prison sentence stemming from a
felony stalking case that involved
a woman he had dated.
He was addicted to drugs and
alcohol at the time of his 2001 arrest and had reached a breaking
point, he said.
“I was hopeless,” Frates said.
“I said, ‘If I keep doing the same
thing, I’ll end up with the same
results, so let’s try something
new.’”
Frates, a 48-year-old Santa
Rosa resident, was selected
last month as one of 143 people

pardoned by Gov. Jerry Brown,
a rare act of forgiveness granted
to former inmates who show
remarkably good behavior since
their release from jail. The
pardon, signed by the governor
on Christmas Eve, noted Frates’
decadelong commitment as a
volunteer with the Redwood Gospel Mission and said the victim
in the 2001 case vouched for his
good behavior in a written letter
of support.
Frates received the news of
the pardon last Monday when he
returned a missed call from the

“I’m just in
awe that this
happened. In
this moment,
there’s a
lot to be
thankful for.”
JOHN JEFFREY FRATES,

on being pardoned by
Gov. Brown for a 2001
conviction
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‘Smart Cities’ prompt privacy concerns
Automated urban
utilities thrive on the
data of daily life
By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS
NEW YORK TIMES

KANSAS CITY, Missouri —
An algorithm predicts where
potholes will emerge so road
crews can resurface streets before cracks appear.
Doghouses outfitted with
cameras and temperature controls provide people a place to
leave pets while they’re on a
date or at yoga. And on Main
Street, if a driver parks too
long, a sensor alerts the police
and a ticket is issued.
In recent months, Kansas
City has become an unexpect-

ed destination for technology
companies looking for a place
to test ideas. The city’s goal: To
be what it calls a living lab.
Far from technology centers
on the coasts, Kansas City and
dozens of other cities have begun competing for federal grant
dollars and tech company attention. They want to remake
themselves as “smart cities,”
where technology is seen as
a tool to help grow, improve
school systems and air quality,
and make traffic move faster.
“People are starting to notice
us,” the mayor of Kansas City,
Missouri, Sly James, said. “We
have people coming to town
thinking there are going to be
cows and tumbleweeds and
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LAUREL, Maryland — Thirtythree minutes after midnight,
scientists,
engineers
and
well-wishers here at the Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory celebrated the moment
that NASA’s New Horizons
spacecraft made its closest approach to a small, icy world
nicknamed Ultima Thule.
Almost 10 hours later, the
New Horizons team finally received confirmation that the
spacecraft had executed its
planned observations flawlessly.
In the days and months to come,
the mission’s scientists expect to
receive pictures of Ultima Thule
and scientific data that could
lead to discoveries about the origins of the sun and the planets.
That is the latest triumph in
a journey that started in 2006,
when the spacecraft launched
on a mission to explore Pluto.
Thirteen years and more than
4 billion miles later, New Horizons has provided humanity’s
first glimpse of a distant fragment that could be unchanged
from the solar system’s earliest
days.
Ultima Thule, the name that
the mission team selected for
the object from more than 34,000
suggestions from the public,
means “beyond the borders of
the known world.” (Thule is pronounced “TOO-lee.”)
During the flyby, at a distance
of about 2,200 miles, the spacecraft was out of communication
with Earth because it was busy
making scientific observations.
Only hours later did New Horizons turn its antenna toward
home. Then, it sent a 15-minute
update, confirming it had survived the flyby. The message
took six hours to travel the
4.1 billion miles at the speed of
TURN TO NASA » PAGE A8

INSIDE
RESORT PROPERTY SOLD:
Aetna Springs in Napa
County, owned by Dallas
public pension fund, goes
for $22 million / A3
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When a 2.2-mile streetcar line was under construction in Kansas City,
Missouri, the city also installed fiber optic cable and electronic sensors
to monitor traffic, as well as public Wi-Fi and surveillance cameras.
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