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and bringing storms Empire
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Gun control groups refine tactics for states
After setbacks in Congress,
advocates take a card from
same-sex marriage playbook
By JENNIFER STEINHAUER
NEW YORK TI ME S

WASHINGTON — The gun
control movement, blocked in
Congress and facing mounting
losses in federal elections, is
tweaking its name, refining its
goals and using the same-sex

marriage movement as a model
to take the fight to voters on the
state level.
After a victory in November
on a Washington state ballot
measure that will require broader background checks on gun
buyers, groups that promote gun
regulations have turned away
from Washington and the political races that have been largely
futile. Instead, they are turning
their attention — and their growing wallets — to other states that
allow ballot measures.

An initiative seeking stricter
background checks for certain
purchasers has already qualified for the 2016 ballot in Nevada,
where such a law was passed last
year by the Legislature then vetoed by the governor. Advocates of
gun safety — the term many now
use instead of “gun control” — are
seeking lines on ballots in Arizona, Maine and Oregon as well.
“I can’t recall ballot initiatives
focused on gun policy,” said Daniel Webster, the director of the
Johns Hopkins Center for Gun

Policy and Research. “There
wasn’t the money.” Colorado and
Oregon approved ballot measures on background checks at
gun shows after the Columbine
school massacre in 1999, but the
movement stalled after that.
The National Rifle Association, which raises millions
of dollars a year largely from
small donors and has one of
the most muscular state lobbying apparatuses in the country,
is well attuned to its foes’ shift
in focus. “We will be wherever

they are to challenge them,”
said Andrew Arulanandam, the
group’s spokesman.
The new focus on ballot initiatives comes after setbacks
in Congress and in statehouses. After the 2012 mass shooting of schoolchildren in Newtown, Conn., President Barack
Obama’s effort to pass a background-check measure never
got out of the Democratic-controlled Senate. Although 10
states have passed major gun
TURN TO GUN, PAGE A5
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Immigrants pack
DMV for licenses

President Barack Obama

Obama
tacks on
N Korea
sanctions
Penalties against 10 officials,
intelligence agency part of
US reply to Sony hacking
By DAVID E. SANGER
and MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
N EW YO R K T I M ES
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A STATE MILESTONE: Martin Rodriguez and his wife, Claudia Lara, complete paperwork for the AB 60 driver’s license before taking the written test Friday at the
Department of Motor Vehicles office in Santa Rosa.

Thousands converge on state offices to apply for legal driving privileges
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

Claudia Lara, 44, and husband Martin Rodriguez, 38,
made appointments weeks ago
so that Friday morning they
could walk into Department of
Motor Vehicles office in Santa
Rosa and apply for driver’s licenses on the first day a sweeping new law came into effect.
They joined thousands of

undocumented
immigrants
across the state who began
applying to gain legal status
behind the wheel on California
roadways, a privilege stripped
more than 20 years ago for people who can’t prove they are legally in the country.
Beaming, Rodriguez and
Lara arrived prepared at the
Corby Avenue DMV with Mexican consulate cards and utility
bills proving they live in San-

ta Rosa. The couple said they
have studied hard for the written test. Both cooks at elderly
care facilities, they met in Santa Rosa after they moved here
from different regions of Mexico about 15 years ago. Driving
is a necessity, they said.
“Now we can drive more
safely,” Lara said. “It is necessary to drive.”
“It’s exciting,” Rodriguez

“Now we can
drive more safely.
It is necessary
to drive.”
CLAUDIA LARA,
Santa Rosa resident who
applied for a driver’s license
Friday with her husband

TURN TO DMV, PAGE A5

The Obama administration
doubled down Friday on its allegation that North Korea’s leadership was behind the hacking
of Sony Pictures, announcing
new, if largely symbolic, economic sanctions against 10 senior North Korean officials and
the intelligence agency it said
was the source of “many of
North Korea’s major cyberoperations.”
The actions were based on
an executive order President
Barack Obama signed on vacation in Hawaii as part of what
he had promised would be a
“proportional response” against
the country. But in briefings for
reporters, officials said they
could not establish that any of
the 10 officials had been directly involved in the destruction of
much of the studio’s computing
infrastructure.
In fact, most seemed linked to
the North’s missile and weapons sales. Two are senior North
Korean representatives in Iran,
a major buyer of North Korean
military technology, and five
others are representatives in
Syria, Russia, China and Namibia.
The sanctions were a public
part of the response to the cyberattack on Sony, which was
targeted as it prepared to reTURN TO OBAMA, PAGE A5

No pimples yet, but kids getting the treatment at spas
Sophie Parker,
7, takes in a
facial at Sweet
and Sassy, a
national spa
chain touting
its specialists
trained to
work with
children, in
Aurora, Colo.

By JULIE TURKEWITZ
N E W YOR K T I M E S

AURORA, Colo.

I

t was a day out at the spa for Paige Ehresman
and her closest friends. Manicures. Hairdos.
Makeup. And some gossip — about second
grade.
The spa industry has begun to target the underage set in a big way, going way beyond mother-daughter manicures. Adult spas are adding
separate menus of services for girls, usually for
ages 4 to 14. In most major cities, there are now

ERIN HULL /
New York Times
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dedicated day spas for children, offering a range
of massages, facials and other treatments for
girls (and sometimes boys) too young to have had
their first pimple.
“I feel like the best princess in the world,”
said Paige, who celebrated her seventh birthday
at Sweet and Sassy, a national chain of spas
that boasts that its cosmetologists are specially
trained to work with children. After the beauty
treatments, Paige and her guests walked down
a red carpet and disappeared into a hot pink
limousine, which took them, squealing, on a
TURN TO SPAS, PAGE A5
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