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Gender-neutral restrooms on way
CALIFORNIA LAW »
Signs to change for
single-occupancy rooms
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A sign of the political gulf between Sonoma County and California and the rest of the country will soon be hanging on the
bathroom door.
Starting March 1, all single-occupancy bathrooms in businesses, government buildings and

public places must be open to
people of either sex and display
distinctive “all-gender” markings.
The change comes from a
new state law meant to increase
access to public bathrooms for
transgender people and women. It was adopted in the wake
of controversial legislation in
North Carolina restricting bathroom use to a person’s birth gender.
“This addresses a whole segment of society that has been
marginalized and feels like they

are not included,” said Rick
Dean, executive director of the
Santa Rosa nonprofit HIV test
center, Face to Face, whose
clients include gay and transgender people. “It addresses it
squarely and says, ‘We get it. Not
a big deal.’”
The law, AB1732, was sponsored by Equality California, the
Transgender Law Center and
California NOW, and written by
Assemblyman Phil Ting, D-San
Francisco.
ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A unisex
restroom at the
Sonoma County
administration center in
Santa Rosa.
A new state
law requires
single-toilet
restrooms to be
designated as
gender neutral.

WEIRD WEATHER » Snow, hail contribute to year’s stormy start

‘A very wet pattern’
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Richard M. Nixon may have
sought to thwart talks to end
the Vietnam War during his
1968 campaign for president.

Did Nixon
try to spoil
1968 peace
talks?
Evidence surfaces in
notes discovered by
biographer John Farrell
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

BETH SCHLANKER/THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The sun rises Monday behind clouds during a rain shower at Shollenberger Park in Petaluma.
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

B

itter cold temperatures and scattered precipitation made
for a hodgepodge of weird weather around the North
Coast early Monday, including snow at upper elevations of
Cobb Mountain and Mount St. Helena, as well as hail on Bodega
Head and elsewhere.
Little of the snow stuck for long, though parts of Mendocino
County still had several inches on the ground by Monday afternoon, residents said. There was enough snow in the Brooktrails
Township a few miles north of Willits to draw people in from
town to frolic, one firefighter said.
“It’s still snowing right now, and it’s probably going to snow
for another day or so,” said Dana Karkar, 25, who spoke by
phone from her family’s Sherwood Market & Deli, where Karkar’s unofficial estimate of snowfall was about a foot.
Much of inland Mendocino and Lake counties were under a
Winter Weather Advisory, thanks to temperatures that hovered
TURN TO SNOW » PAGE A2
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Richard M. Nixon told an aide
that they should find a way to secretly “monkey wrench” peace
talks in Vietnam in the waning
days of the 1968 campaign for
fear that progress toward ending
the war would hurt his chances
for the presidency, according to
newly discovered notes.
In a telephone conversation
with H.R. Haldeman, who would
go on to become White House
chief of staff, Nixon gave instructions that a friendly intermediary should keep “working
on” South Vietnamese leaders
to persuade them not to agree
to a deal before the election, according to the notes, taken by
Haldeman.
The Nixon campaign’s clandestine effort to thwart President Lyndon B. Johnson’s peace
initiative that fall has long been
a source of controversy and
scholarship. Ample evidence
has emerged documenting the
involvement of Nixon’s campaign. But Haldeman’s notes
appear to confirm long-standing
suspicions that Nixon himself
was directly involved, despite
his later denials.
“There’s really no doubt this
was a step beyond the normal

Snow at Ridgewood Summit, just south of Willits. The Cal Fire station is
about 1,500 feet above sea level.
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Inside defense secretary pick’s efforts to halt torture
JAMES MATTIS » In Iraq,
he pursued prosecutions in
beating, death of detainee
By SHERI FINK AND
HELENE COOPER
NEW YORK TIMES

James
Mattis: President-elect Donald
Trump’s nominee
for secretary of
defense.
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The body of the Iraqi prisoner was
found naked and badly bruised in
2003, outside a detention center in
southern Iraq run by U.S. Marines.
The 52-year-old man had been beaten, deprived of sleep, forced to stand
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for long periods and interrogated by
Marines about his alleged role in a
fatal ambush of U.S. forces.
James Mattis, President-elect Donald Trump’s nominee for secretary
of defense, was then a lieutenant
general and the commander of the
Marine division in Iraq responsible
for the center. He quickly convened
an inquiry into the death, which led
to courts-martial, and banned the
harsh techniques used at the prison.
“Gen. Mattis was all up in arms
over this,” Ralph Dengler, then a
lieutenant colonel, testified at a mil-
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itary hearing in January 2004. He
added that the commander, who arrived hours after the discovery on a
planned visit with his British counterpart, had immediately described
the death as “the worst thing that
happened” under his watch in the
Iraq War.
“I was surprised that he would
have felt that strongly about it, considering many of the other deaths,
including American deaths,” Dengler said.
Colleagues say the general’s handling of the episode reflects his firm-

SANTA ROSA WOMAN DIES IN CRASH: 18-yearold was a passenger in a car that slammed
into a tree Sunday in east Santa Rosa / A3

ly held views against torture and
prisoner mistreatment, which are
shared by many military leaders and
could put them at odds with the new
commander in chief.
Trump, in a New York Times interview in late November, said he had
been surprised to learn that the man
he was considering to lead the country’s 2.2 million service members did
not believe in torture. During the
presidential campaign, Trump advocated bringing back the now-banned
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