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North Coast feeling 
impact of shutdown

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

An elephant seal basks in the sun Wednesday while visitors enjoy Drakes Beach at Point Reyes National Seashore. People visiting Point Reyes 
found the Bear Valley Visitor Center closed, as well as the restrooms, due to the ongoing partial government shutdown over the federal budget.

The repercussions of  the partial fed-
eral government shutdown have be-
gun to emerge along the North Coast 

as the stalemate between Democratic con-
gressional leaders and President Trump 
over his insistence on a border wall en-
tered its 12th day on Wednesday.

For example, there’s the 
air traffic control work-
ers at Charles M. Schulz- 
Sonoma County Airport 
still on the job despite no 
guarantee of  getting their 
next paychecks. The same 
situation is playing out 
at the U.S. Coast Guard 
station at Bodega Bay — 
those active-duty person-

nel who haven’t been furloughed. And local 
winery owners have to put up with a grow-
ing backlog on getting federal approval for 
their new wine labels.

At Point Reyes National Seashore, which 
is still open with limited services, tourists 
enjoyed the 71,028-acre park along the 
Marin County coast on a sunny but chilly 
day. But the shutdown was on the minds 
of  some.

Emma Weers, a sixth-grader from Three 
Oaks, Michigan, got a kick out of  seeing 
deer and quail near the visitor center. She 
took a photo of  the quail with her iPhone 
and sent it home to her sister. “There it is, 
a little blurry,” she said.

Her mom, however, was a bit piqued that 
the National Park Service was forced to 
close its visitor center, suspend guest ser-
vices and lock the flush toilets.

Trump meets with Dems, 
demands money for wall

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump rejected a plan from Democrats on 
Wednesday to reopen key parts of  the fed-
eral government as a meeting of  the coun-
try’s top political leaders disbanded with 
no sign of  progress toward ending the par-
tial shutdown.

The president is demanding more than 
$5 billion to build a new wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. As one of  their first 
acts after they take control of  the cham-

ber Thursday, House Democrats plan to 
advance legislation that would reopen key 
parts of  the government but deny Trump 
additional money for a wall.

But Trump told congressional leaders 
that he will not sign the measure, said in-
coming House Minority Leader Kevin Mc-
Carthy, R-Bakersfield, who attended the 
meeting.

“The president’s not going to sign it. … 
Now’s the time to come together, find com-
mon ground and solve this problem,” Mc-
Carthy said. “I didn’t find the Democrats 
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A visitor stands outside the closed gate to the Smithsonian’s National Zoo on Wednesday in 
Washington. The National Zoo is closed because of the partial government shutdown.
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Reclaiming 
gavel, Pelosi 
to seal place 
in history

WASHINGTON — There was 
a brief  moment in Nancy Pelo-
si’s life when she worried she 
had too much 
power. She had 
so many titles 
in the Califor-
nia Democratic 
Party, includ-
ing chairwom-
an, that she told 
Lindy Boggs, a 
Louisiana con-
g resswoman, 
that she was 
thinking of  giving some up.

That was in 1984, and Boggs 
“said, ‘Darlin’, no man would 
ever think that. Don’t you give 
anything up,’ ” Pelosi said in a 
recent interview, leaning for-
ward as she mimicked Boggs’ 
Southern accent. “And then she 
said, ‘Know thy power.’ ”

More than three decades lat-
er, Pelosi is all but assured on 
Thursday of  reclaiming her 
former title as speaker of  the 
House, the first lawmaker in 
more than half  a century to hold 
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Lawsuit 
over pot 
farm 
tossed

A federal judge has ruled that 
a group of  Petaluma neighbors 
cannot sue a cannabis company 
and its lead grower under a fed-
eral racketeering and corrup-
tion law because bad odors and 
noise are nuisances that don’t 
cause the kind of  measurable 
financial losses required to pur-
sue the case.  

U.S. District Judge Jon Tigar’s 
Dec. 27 ruling halted what may 
have been the first attempt in 
California to use the civil por-
tion of  the Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organizations Act, 
passed in 1970 to combat the ma-
fia and organized crime, to stop 
marijuana cultivation since it 
was legalized for recreational 
use.

The plaintiffs argued that the 
operation’s “sickening canna-
bis odor” and loud noise dimin-
ished the value and enjoyment 
of  their properties. But Tigar, in 
his 11-page decision dismissing 
the case, wrote that the neigh-
bors’ complaints amounted to 
nuisances and personal injuries, 
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