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A BOOST FOR HIRING

Volunteers aided by homeless people clear
debris left by December flood Empire

Training subsidy may aid jobless Business

ADOPTION IN SONOMA COUNTY

A PAth to
A Secure home

SUE OGROCKI / Associated Press, 2013

Scott Pruitt, the attorney general of Oklahoma,
has been one of the most determined state
officials who have turned the courts to further
the Republicans’ political agenda.

GOP turns
to courts
to advance
its agenda
With full control of Congress, conservatives
see activist judges as tool to block Obama
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YO RK T I ME S

WASHINGTON — As Republicans prepare
to take full control of Congress on Tuesday, the
party’s leaders are counting on judges, not their
newly elected majority on Capitol Hill, to roll
back President Barack Obama’s aggressive second-term agenda and block his executive actions
on health care, climate change and immigration.
On health care, Republicans in Washington have
sued the president and joined state lawsuits urging
the Supreme Court to declare major parts of the
Affordable Care Act unconstitutional. On climate
change, state attorneys general and coal industry
groups are urging federal courts to block the president’s plan to regulate power plants. And on immigration, conservative lawmakers and state officials have demanded that federal judges overturn
Obama’s plan to prevent millions of deportations.
Democrats say the legal moves reflect a convenient turnabout for the Republican Party and a
newfound willingness to seek an active role for the
judiciary when it benefits conservative policy goals.
“What they cannot win in the legislative body,
they now seek and hope to achieve through judicial
activism,” said Rep. Gerald Connolly, D-Va. “That
is such delicious irony, it makes one’s head spin.”
But conservative legal scholars say Republicans
are justified in seeking judicial relief from what
they believe has been a series of egregious abuses
of power by Obama. They argue that urging the
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‘Brave little girl’
faces bleak trek
after plane crash

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

DEVELOPING A CONNECTION: Santa Rosan Michael Loijos, who is a real estate broker and previous foster parent, is in the process
of adopting 12-year-old Logan with the help of Sonoma County Child Welfare Services.

Despite the challenges, social workers hope more households begin
to open their doors to children from troubled backgrounds
traumas in Logan’s young life.
He never knew his father. He and his two younger
sisters were removed from the care of their neglectful mother. And the first foster care home in which
ogan was lying in bed around 10 one night
he was placed in Sonoma County didn’t work out.
last spring when he heard the squeal of tires
But that fateful night in the East Bay was a turnoutside.
ing point for Logan, one that set him on the road to
The shy, 12-year-old Santa Rosa boy already didn’t
the first secure home he’s
feel safe in his new
ever known.
foster home in the East
It also represents a
Bay, where Sonoma
success story for Sonoma
County child welfare
County Child Welfare
workers placed him
MICHAEL LOIJOS,
Services, which took over
because there are too
a Santa Rosa resident and real estate broker
responsibility for managing
few foster homes localwho’s in the process of adopting 12-year-old Logan
adoptions from the state in
ly to meet the need.
2013.
That feeling was
Historically, children younger than 10 who are
about to get much worse.
removed from their homes because of abuse or neLogan peered out the window of the bedroom
glect are 2.5 times more likely to get adopted within
he shared with another foster child and spotted a
three years than those 10 or older.
car racing down the dark street. Moments later he
That sobering statistic has led to the unfortunate
heard the shots. Three loud ones, like from a shotpattern of teens remaining in foster care or group
gun, close by.
homes for extended periods of time, never feeling part
“I saw the muzzle flash,” Logan said.
of a permanent family, advocates for children say.
What Logan saw was a murder, the still-unsolved
But Sonoma County is working hard to break that
drive-by shooting of a woman standing on the street.
cycle.
While a tree obstructed his view of the attack, his
exposure to the crime was the latest in a series of
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By KEVIN McCALLUM

By BRUCE SCHREINER

T H E PR E SS DE M OC R AT

ASSOC I AT E D P RE S S

KUTTAWA, Ky. — Bleeding and alone, 7-yearold Sailor Gutzler had just survived a plane crash
that killed her family. She walked through about
a mile of woods and thick briar patches, wearing a short-sleeve shirt, shorts and no shoes in
near-freezing temperatures when she saw a light
in the distance.
The beacon led her to Larry Wilkins’ home,
police said, and she knocked on the door. Wilkins
answered to find a thin, black-haired girl, whimpering and trembling.
“I come to the door and there’s a little girl, 7
years old, bloody nose, bloody arms, bloody legs,
one sock, no shoes, crying,” Wilkins, 71, said Saturday. “She told me that her mom and dad were
dead, and she had been in a plane crash, and the
plane was upside down.”
Federal Aviation Administration officials arrived at the crash scene Saturday to try to determine why the small Piper PA-34 crashed on Friday
evening, killing four people, including the girl’s
parents, Marty Gutzler, 48, and his wife, Kimberly
Gutzler, 46, authorities said.
Also killed were Sailor’s sister Piper Gutzler, 9,
and cousin Sierra Wilder, 14. All were from Nashville, Ill. The bodies have been sent to Louisville

L

“He is really developing into a more
confident, more secure, happier kid.”

INFORMATION To become a foster parent and for a schedule of upcoming meetings, visit www.sonomafostercare.org
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