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SHUTDOWN

Pelosi reclaims
gavel in House
116TH CONGRESS » SF DEMOCRAT ELECTED SPEAKER

Federal
workers
feel the
pinch
Lives thrown into chaos
as 800,000 grapple with
reality of missing pay
BY CAMPBELL ROBERTSON
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, surrounded by her grandchildren and other children, pounds the gavel Thursday at the Capitol in
Washington after being sworn in as the speaker of the House.

First actions,
words defy
White House

North Bay
congressmen
relish majority
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Ebullient Democrats assumed control of the House on
Thursday and elected Rep. Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco as speaker, returning her to a historic distinction as the
first woman to hold the post. They then
moved to defy President Donald Trump
and passed bills that would open government agencies closed by an impasse
over his insistence on funding for a border wall.
On the first day of divided government
in a reordered Washington, Pelosi, now
second in line to the presidency, and
Trump clashed from their respective
ends of Pennsylvania Avenue almost
from dawn until dusk. Pelosi began
her day by suggesting that a sitting
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, is greeted
by House members after being formally announced Thursday
as the new speaker of the 116th United States Congress.
president could be indicted. Late in
the day, Trump made an attentiongetting appearance in the White
House briefing room with a belligerent
demand for a wall on the border with
Mexico, drawing a rebuke from the
TURN TO PELOSI » PAGE A7
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Curbing fossil fuel production and expanding background
checks on gun sales are top priorities for North Bay congressmen Jared Huffman and Mike
Thompson, who were sworn in
Thursday as members of a remarkably diverse Democratic
majority in the U.S. House of
Representatives.
Huffman of San Rafael, elected to his fourth term in November, said his first piece of legislation — to be introduced in a
few days — will be a revision of
the Keep it in the Ground Act he
first drafted in 2016.
It would freeze and phase out

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES

WILLIAMS — It’s time to
add another name to the farewell tour circuit in this year of
Elton John, Joan Baez, Paul Simon and Ozzy Osbourne: Jerry
Brown, the governor of California.
There was the invitation-only
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reception for 2,000 guests at a
Sacramento basketball arena;
the appearance on “Meet the
Press” this past Sunday to talk
about President Donald Trump
and offer dark warnings about
global warming; the sold-out
Sacramento Press Club forum
and the interviews with the Los
Angeles Times, the Sacramento
Bee and many others. On a
recent Saturday alone, as Brown
and his wife, Anne Gust Brown,
shivered in front of a fire in their
new home at the family ranch
here in Williams, there were five
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separate interview and
photography sessions.
Not
that
anyone
should consider this any
kind of long goodbye for
Brown, whose successor
will be sworn in Monday.
“No, we’ve got a lot to
Jerry
do,” Brown said. “I’ve
Brown
been doing pardons. We
have regulations we have been
putting out. Appointments. So
there’s a lot — the activity has
continued apace.”
Brown, who served as Califor-
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Uber
driver who
died before
crash ID’d
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

nia’s 34th governor and
its 39th, has long counseled against overexposure. But he is someone
who enjoys the limelight
as much as the next
politician — and understands as well as anyone
that his window is closing. Gavin Newsom, the
Democratic lieutenant
governor, is moving into the
governor’s office in the Capitol
next week, and Brown is riding

Amy Corman of Petaluma
was driving to work in Santa
Rosa Wednesday afternoon on
Highway 101 when she came
upon a scene along the northbound freeway and stopped near
Cotati, where an Uber driver
suffered a fatal heart attack behind the wheel and his two passengers leapt from the backseat
of his Toyota Camry.
A woman who turned out to
be a good Samaritan was assisting the male and female passengers after the harrowing incident just south of the Highway
116 offramp.
Corman, a caregiver for elderly and mentally ill patients,
took instructions from the unidentified woman relayed from
dispatchers on the phone and
started performing chest compressions on the driver who
the CHP identified Thursday as
John Tobin, 50, of Petaluma.
“Even though she said he
didn’t have a pulse, I went ahead
and did the CPR,” Corman said.
The two women took turns
performing CPR on Tobin before
emergency responders arrived a
few minutes later, Corman said.
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Outgoing Brown ready for his next act
Governor to devote time
after office to addressing
global climate change

No sooner had the news of
an impasse come out of a meeting room in Washington than
thousands of miles away, on
an island in the Pacific, Tomas
Kaselionis had to start making
decisions.
“For me, it’s do I consider
a car payment or do I pay the
gas bill or the phone bill?” said
Kaselionis, who is working on
typhoon recovery for the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, unpaid and far from
home in the U.S. commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands. “Those are conversations
within the next week that I have
to have with my wife.”
By Saturday, the federal government will have been shut
down for two weeks, a full pay
cycle for federal workers. If the
shutdown lasts through Monday, it will surpass the one of
2013, and if it lasts beyond the
following Saturday, it will be the
longest shutdown in U.S. history.
Politicians have said they were
hopeful that the standoff could
be over in a matter of “days and
weeks,” a reassurance that rang
hollow to hundreds of thousands of federal workers who
were not getting paid.
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