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‘A MAJOR PROBLEM HERE IN CALIFORNIA’:  
Insurance Commissioner seeks new laws  
to protect homeowners after wildfires / A3

©2018 
The Press 
Democrat

TAKING IT SLOW WITH GAROPPOLO »  
It makes more sense for the 49ers to 
franchise-tag QB, Barber writes.   C1

ARE YOU FEELING A LITTLE HOMESICK? »  
Festival packs Petaluma’s Phoenix 
Theater with top Bay Area bands.   D1

CLEANUP FROM 
OCTOBER FIRES »  
Company to finish 
debris removal in 
Sonoma County, 
hopefully by end 
of February.   A3

Trump 
advances 
offshore 
drilling

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said Thursday it 
would allow new offshore oil and 
gas drilling in nearly all United 
States coastal waters, giving en-
ergy companies access to leases 
off California for the first time in 
decades and opening more than 
a billion acres in the Arctic and 
along the Eastern Seaboard.

The two most likely targets 
for oil drilling on the North 
Coast are basins located off Bo-
dega Bay and Point Arena, said  
Richard Charter of  Bodega Bay, 
who’s been an offshore oil drill-
ing opponent since the 1970s. The 
leases announced Thursday ap-
ply to the entire California coast.

The federal proposal lifts a 
ban on such drilling imposed by 
President Barack Obama near 
the end of  his term and would 
deal a serious blow to his envi-
ronmental legacy. It would also 
signal that the Trump adminis-
tration is not done unraveling 
environmental rules in an effort 
to promote energy production.

While the plan puts the ad-
ministration squarely on the 
side of  the energy industry and 
against environmental groups, 
it also puts the White House at 
odds with a number of  coastal 
states that oppose offshore drill-
ing. Some of  those states are led 
by Republicans, like Gov. Rick 
Scott of  Florida, where the tour-
ism industry was hit hard by the 
Deepwater Horizon rig disaster 
in 2010 that killed 11 people and 
spilled millions of  gallons of  oil 
into the Gulf  of  Mexico.

Scott vowed on Thursday to 
protect his state’s coast from 
drilling, saying he would raise 
the issue with Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke.

Shift from Obama-era 
policy could open up 
California coast, Arctic
By LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Recology Sonoma Marin general manager Fred Stemmler had to store 40,000 new recycling, garbage and green waste bins for Santa Rosa  
residents under the grandstand at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds horse racing track after the Red Cross needed their warehouse for fire relief.

Meet your new hauler

As the new garbage company takes over, fresh bins go in and old rates go up

Santa Rosa’s new garbage hauler is rolling 
out plenty of  changes for customers this 
New Year’s, including new plastic bins, new 

trucks and new rates to pay for it all.
Recology, the San Francisco-based garbage 

company, completed its purchase of  The Ratto 
Group Dec. 23, making it the dominant waste 
hauler on the North Coast.

Most Sonoma County residents and business-
es will see few changes from the sale because 
Recology has merely taken over Ratto’s existing 
service contracts.

But beginning Jan. 1, the company began oper-
ating in Santa Rosa under a new 15-year contract 
that calls for sweeping new changes to the refuse 
service to 55,000 residential and  

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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SANTA ROSA » RECOLOGY MOVES IN

The first new Recology Sonoma Marin truck doubles as a street sweeper.

Trump demanded Sessions shield him from probe

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump gave firm in-
structions in March to the White 
House’s top lawyer: Stop the at-

torney general, Jeff Sessions, 
from recusing himself  in the Jus-
tice Department’s investigation 
into whether Trump’s associates 
had helped a Russian campaign 
to disrupt the 2016 election.

Public pressure was build-

ing for Sessions, who had been 
a senior member of  the Trump 
campaign, to step aside. But the 
White House counsel, Donald 
McGahn II, carried out the pres-
ident’s orders and lobbied Ses-
sions to remain in charge of  the 
inquiry, according to two people 
with knowledge of  the episode.

McGahn was unsuccessful, 
and the president erupted in an-

ger in front of  numerous White 
House officials, saying he needed 
his attorney general to protect 
him. Trump said he had expect-
ed his top law enforcement offi-
cial to safeguard him the way he 
believed Robert Kennedy, as at-
torney general, had done for his 
brother John Kennedy and Eric 

By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald 
Trump

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION » Actions provide more 
insight into president’s intent in firing Comey 

INSIDE
 ■Amid feud 

with president, 
Bannon’s allies 
begin to abandon 
him / B1

 ■ Publisher  
defies Trump, 
moves up book 
release date / B2

Sessions targets legal marijuana

U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
took aim at states with legal marijua-
na markets Thursday by rescinding 
Obama-era policies that had directed 
federal prosecutors away from inter-
fering with cannabis operators who 
were following state laws. 

The policy shift came just three days 
after recreational cannabis sales be-
gan in California, causing an outcry 
from state officials including a scath-
ing statement from Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, who said Sessions’ action 
“defies facts and logic.”

California’s adult-use cannabis 
marketplace opened Jan. 1 when the 
state licensed more than 400 retailers, 
distributors and testing laboratories to 
start operations. Three dispensaries in 
Sonoma County — SPARC and Solful 
in Sebastopol and Mercy Wellness in 
Cotati — opened their doors for any 

adult customers over 21 without re-
quiring physician recommendations. 

A federal crackdown on cannabis 
operators licensed to do business in 
California could derail the state’s bur-
geoning $7 billion cannabis industry, 
which is expected to bring the state  
$1 billion in tax revenue. California le-
galized medical marijuana in 1996, and 
the industry has thrived, despite the 
threat of  federal prosecution.

As more states passed medical mar-
ijuana laws, and with adult-use laws 
passed in Colorado in 2012, the Obama 
administration began steering pros-

ecutors away from cases where state 
and federal laws conflict.

Sessions reversed the lenient stance 
recommended for federal prosecutors 
when weighing cases involving enti-
ties complying with state regulations 
that contradict the federal govern-
ment’s prohibition against any mari-
juana activity.  

State Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healds-
burg, who helped shape California’s 
medical marijuana regulations, 
said the move demonstrates the  

Justice Department reverses 
Obama-era leniency just as 
recreational use begins here
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Jeff 
Sessions
Reversing Obama 
policies,  AG takes 
aim at legalized 
marijuana


