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INSIDE

Trump says he won’t give in

PG&E 
might 
sell gas 
division 

PG&E, facing billions in po-
tential losses from the Camp fire 
and other wildfires, is reported-
ly exploring the sale of  its natu-
ral gas division or a bankruptcy 
filing as it tries to deal with its 
staggering financial liabilities.

NPR, quoting anonymous 
sources, said Friday that PG&E 
might sell the gas division as 
well as some of  its real estate, 
including its headquarters in 
San Francisco, to raise cash for 
wildfire claims. The entire effort 
is part of  a strategy code-named 
“Project Falcon,” NPR reported.

Separately, Reuters reported 
that PG&E is again considering 
filing for bankruptcy as a way 
of  dealing with its liabilities. 
PG&E’s chief  executive, Geisha 
Williams, first publicly raised 
the possibility of  bankruptcy 
last summer, when the Legisla-
ture was considering a bailout 
plan for the utility. The Legisla-
ture approved some protections 
for the company in September.

The Reuters report sent 
PG&E’s stock price tumbling 
$5.10 a share, to $19, in af-
ter-hours trading following 
the close of  the market. PG&E 
issued a statement saying its 
“board and management are 
working diligently to assess the 
company’s potential liabilities 
... and the options for addressing 
those liabilities.” PG&E filed for 
bankruptcy during the energy 
crisis in 2001.

As for the NPR report, Pacific 
Gas and Electric Co. would only 
say it is “reviewing structural 
options to implement necessary 
changes while meeting cus-
tomer and operational needs.” 
The embattled utility also an-
nounced an initiative to beef  up 
its board of  directors with more 

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump warned Friday that the 
partial government shutdown could 
go on for months or even years, de-
livering no real breakthrough with 
congressional leaders as his own 

administration scrambled to shore 
up support among Republicans for a 
gambit that has started to fracture.

In a rambling, hourlong news 
conference in the Rose Garden that 
followed a meeting with senior law-
makers, Trump asserted that he 
had the power to declare a national 
emergency to build the wall without 
Congress — a move that would al-
most certainly be challenged in the 
courts. At the same time, he insisted 
the government would stay closed 
while the wall impasse continues, 
claiming without offering evidence 

that previous presidents have told 
him they wished they had built a 
wall themselves.

Trump seemed to display little 
empathy for the 800,000 federal em-
ployees who have been furloughed 
or are working without being paid, 
saying that most workers support 
the shutdown and that the “safety 
net is going to be having a strong 
border because we’re going to be 
safe.” For workers who won’t be able 
to pay their rent, Trump suggested 
that landlords would “work with” 
them and that he would encourage 

them to “be nice and easy” on their 
tenants.

“This is national security we’re 
talking about. We’re not talking 
about games,” Trump said, flanked 
by Vice President Mike Pence, the 
top two House Republican leaders 
and Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen. “This should’ve 
been done by all of  the presidents 
that preceded me.”

He also appeared to hold out the 
possibility that the shutdown would 

President warns shutdown 
could last months or years 
as GOP support fractures
By SEUNG MIN KIM  
AND  ERICA WERNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Utility reportedly weighs  
restructuring to handle 
cost of scores of lawsuits
By DALE KASLER  
AND TONY BIZJAK
SACRAMENTO BEE
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Tree removal underway for burn zones

More than a year after the Octo-
ber 2017 firestorm killed or under-
mined tens of  thousands of  trees 
around Sonoma County, another 
wave of  tree removal is underway 
in what seems like an intermina-
ble effort to clear away the rem-
nants of  the wildfires.

The current work involves 
crews contracted by Sonoma 
County who began last month 
cutting down some of the fire- 
damaged trees still standing and 
deemed a threat to public safety 
and infrastructure.

The $1.1 million hazard tree 
contract, approved in mid- 
October, includes removal of  
about 560 trees from public rights-
of-way along 90 miles of  county 
roads within the Tubbs and Nuns 
fire burn zones — a mere fraction 
of  the more than 10,000 tagged 
early last year for eventual re-
moval. 

The latest job addresses trees 
deemed at “high” or “extreme” 
risk of  falling within a year’s 
time, and thus most likely jeopar-
dize public safety.

An additional 240 dead and dy-
ing trees could be removed un-
der a roughly $500,000 contract 
scheduled to go before county 
supervisors for approval Tuesday. 
The final number is likely to be  
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A worker uses a chain saw to cut up a tree to fit in a chipper along  
Petrified Forest Road on Friday. The crew was contracted by Sonoma 
County to remove 560 hazardous trees along public roadways. 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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County crews tackle 
fire-damaged areas 
along 90 miles of road 
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KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Tourists and Bay Area locals capture a stunning sunrise Friday over the Golden Gate Bridge created by high clouds in advance of several winter 
storms that are due to impact California in the coming days. 

Series of storms will 
sop the North Bay

Forecasters say 
strong winds, 

downpour 
to arrive early  

Saturday; more 
showers by  

Thursday

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

High, wispy clouds moving inland from the 
Pacific Ocean Friday were the first visible 
signs of  a series of  storms expected to 

bring on-and-off rain over the next week to Sono-
ma County and the North Bay. 

Strong, gusting winds are expected to arrive 
before dawn Saturday, prompting a wind advisory 
from 4 a.m. to 4 p.m. with winds predicted between 
20 to 30 mph and gusts of  45 mph in lowlands, 
reaching 60 mph on ridge tops. 

The rainstorms are forecast to drop 2 to  
4 inches of  rain in Santa Rosa and surrounding 

lowland areas by Thursday, followed by scattered 
showers through the end of  the week, according to 
the National Weather Service. 

“It’s just about time for a gully washer to hit 
us, and if  it does come we’re ready for it,” Monte 
Rio Fire Chief Steve Baxman said. “We spent this 
morning making sure the chainsaws are sharp 
and full of  fuel.”

The saws could come in handy should the storm 
topple trees across the region, especially in higher 
elevations where rainfall is heaviest and in the 
burn scar areas of  the wildfires that hit the region 
in October 2017. 
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