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Brown unveils bold energy plan
Inauguration: Governor begins final
term with call to further curb emissions
By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK T I ME S

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry
Brown began his fourth and final
term on Monday proposing a broad
reduction in California’s energy
consumption over the next 15 years
— including a call to slash gas consumption by cars and trucks by as
much as 50 percent — as part of

what he said would be a sweeping
campaign to heighten the state’s role
in the fight against global warming.
Brown, a longtime champion of
electric cars and limiting greenhouse gas emissions, called in his
inauguration speech for 50 percent
of California’s electricity to come
from renewable energy sources by
2030, up from the current goal of
TURN TO INAUGURATION, PAGE A5

North Coast: Lawmakers see common
ground in governor’s new agenda
By DEREK MOORE
T H E PR E S S D EM O CR AT

Jerry Brown
Governor wants
50 percent of
state’s electricity
to come from
renewable
sources by 2030

Expect North Coast lawmakers to
do what they can to further much of
Gov. Jerry Brown’s agenda during
his historic fourth term in office.
Brown’s emphasis on climate
change and renewable energy, education, retiree benefits and the
state’s abysmal highway and road

system hit at the sweet spot of North
Coast politics. But as always, the details matter.
“When the governor’s budget proposal is released at the end of the
week, that’s when we’ll have more
detail, where we’ll say, ‘We like the
goal, but I’m not sure this is the way
to get there,’ ” said Assemblyman
Marc Levine, D-San Rafael.
TURN TO NORTH COAST, PAGE A5

Markets
shudder
as oil
slides

“Everything I look at moves.”
KIM NELSON, Cotati resident

Ant InvAsIon

Europe’s economic woes
weigh on investors; gas
prices fall to $2.20 gallon
By CLIFFORD KRAUSS
and PETER EAVIS
N EW YO R K T I M ES

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Steve Pasquale of New West Pest Control sprays the exterior of a Petaluma home while treating the area for ants.

Pests plague North Bay residents after onset of rains, cold weather
By JAMIE HANSEN
T H E P R E SS DE M OC R AT

DONG-HWAN CHOE

An Argentine ant

FIGHTING BACK
Among remedies residents have
tried: sprinkling diatomaceous
earth or cinnamon, applying
orange or peppermint oils,
creating barriers out of dryer
sheets or spraying a mixture of
vinegar and water. Others have
turned to traps and exterminators.

T

hey arrived on Christmas Day: Tiny,
numerous, and bent, apparently, on
spoiling one family’s festivities.
Ants
“My mother always buys a big box of
See’s Candies for us to share after we
exchange gifts,” said Cotati resident Tara
Hints. This year, her mom had unwrapped
the box in advance so she could carefully
select everyone’s favorite chocolates.
“However, once we opened the box we
found that it was swarming with ants, and
on further inspection we saw that there was
a trail going along the mantle above the
fireplace,” she said.
Hints’ family was just one of many in

the North Bay to be visited, in time for the
holidays, by hoards of ants driven inside by
recent rains and cold temperatures.
Petaluma resident Jean Conrad encountered the small but abundant creatures
upon returning home last Friday from a
short trip to visit family for Christmas.
“There were ants in the kitchen, ants
coming through the front door, ants parading down the hallway and going up the
wall,” she said.
She promptly applied a remedy she
remembered someone recommending — a
spray made of vinegar and water — and
called a local pest control company, the
same one she used 15 years ago when ants
invaded her home.
Steve Pasquale, who responded to the
TURN TO ANTS, PAGE A4

By MARY CALLAHAN
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

A

fter 19 months on the
waiting list for a donor
heart, Jim Keegan was
hours from seeing his best
chance at a transplant slip
away when the fear and uncertainty drove the Santa Rosa
real estate broker and his wife,
Diane, from their house.
Escaping to the coast in
search of solace, the pair

turned back toward home, suddenly worried spotty cellphone
service might prevent them
from receiving the life-saving
call.
They were home less than
half an hour when word arrived. A 19-year-old California
man had died in an accident
and Jim Keegan was to receive
his heart via transplant that
night at UC San Francisco
Medical Center.
TURN TO HEART, PAGE A5

Jim Keegan,
18 hours
after a heart
transplant,
gives his
supporters
a thumbs-up
on Monday.
MARY CALLAHAN / The Press Democrat
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INSIDE
MOVE TO REMOVE HOOPS:

New year brings a new heart for SR man
Prominent real
estate broker
gets organ
hours before
his priority
window was
scheduled
to close

HOUSTON — Oil prices tumbled below $50 a barrel Monday,
spooking global financial markets and signaling that the remarkable 50 percent price drop
since June was continuing this
year and even quickening.
The new drop in U.S. and global benchmarks of more than 4
percent was accompanied by
reports of increased Middle
Eastern oil exports, continuing
increases in U.S. production
and renewed worries about the
declining economic fortunes of
Europe.
The plunge once again sent
fear through global markets.
The Dow Jones industrial average fell 331.34 points, or 1.86
percent, to 17,501.65. The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index,
a broader benchmark, fell
37.62 points, or 1.83 percent, to
2,020.58. And the Vix, a measure of market volatility that
is known as Wall Street’s fear
gauge, leaped about 12 percent.
In response, investors sought
safety in government bonds
around the world. As bond prices rose, the yield on the 10-year
Treasury note fell to 2.03 percent on Monday.
The decline in oil was not the
only source of concern in the
markets.
Worries about Greece’s ability to stay in the eurozone have
reasserted themselves in recent
days, for instance. The dollar
continued its surge against the
euro on Monday.
Still, as the oil price decline
has continued, investors have
increasingly seen it as a bad
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