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Wave of flu cases hits county
BIG UPTICK » Health officials warn people to
protect themselves; SR hospital has 4-fold increase
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The flu has struck Sonoma
County, and health officials here
and around the Bay Area sounded the alarm Friday about a significant jump in the number of
cases.

“We’re definitely hearing
that there’s a pretty dramatic uptick in influenza activity
within Sonoma County,” Karen
Holbrook, the county’s deputy
health officer, said Friday.
Among the signs in the county:
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospi-

tal reported a roughly fourfold
increase in influenza cases in
December from the same month
over the last two years. The
hospital treated 108 people last
month, compared to 12 cases a
year ago and 28 cases in December 2014.
For the first week of 2017, the
hospital has had 48 additional
cases, plus another 38 cases at
Petaluma Valley Hospital, both
of which are operated by St. Jo-

seph Health.
Sutter Santa Rosa Regional
Hospital reported 46 percent of
patients with respiratory symptoms in the last week tested positive for influenza. Thirteen of
those patients were admitted to
the hospital.
Kaiser Permanente reported
that over 40 percent of the patients who in the last week were
swabbed to test for influenza in
Santa Rosa tested positive for
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No more 24-hour access

the virus.
Meanwhile, Napa County reported that a resident there died
Thursday from influenza. It was
that county’s first such death
and one of at least five reported
this season for those under 65 in
California.
Kaiser also reported to the
state Department of Public
Health that 8 percent of its paTURN TO FLU » PAGE A2

Trump:
Russians
may be
hackers
Following briefing,
president-elect insists no
impact on election result
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A homeless man sleeps on the floor inside the post office lobby in downtown Santa Rosa on Thursday.

Officials: Some homeless have created unsanitary conditions, stolen mail
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he lobby of Santa Rosa’s
post office will no longer
be open 24 hours a day for
mail retrieval because of safety
and security concerns, because
the homeless have taken to
sleeping there overnight.
People bedding down have
created unsanitary conditions
and trash, and packages have
been stolen from postal boxes,
according to postal officials.
Complaints from customers
too frightened to get their mail,
reports of aggressive panhandling in the lobby and homeless
people refusing to vacate the

premises prompted the change
in hours at the main Santa
Rosa office on Second Street,
Coddingtown station, Montgomery Village and Roseland.
“While we sympathize with
homeless people, we can’t
have them use our lobbies as a
hotel,” said U.S. Postal Service
spokesman Augustine Ruiz, of
the San Jose office.
Beginning Jan. 14, the new
hours will be from 6 a.m. to
8 p.m. weekdays; 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturdays; and closed entirely on Sundays and holidays.
For night owls, people who
work odd hours, or those
TURN TO POST OFFICE » PAGE A2

SOCO Private Security manager John Iervolino, left, politely wakes
Richard Gergeo, who is homeless, and asks him to leave the post office.

Suspect arrested after 5 shot dead at airport
Veteran held in shooting
had checked gun in
luggage in Alaska
By DAVID FISCHER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida — An Army veteran who had
complained that the government was controlling his mind
drew a gun from his checked
luggage on arrival at the Fort
Lauderdale airport and opened
fire in the baggage claim area
Friday, killing five people and
wounding eight, authorities
said.
He was taken into custody after throwing his empty weapon
down and lying spread-eagle on

the ground, one witness said.
“People started kind of
screaming and trying to get out
of any door they could or hide
under the chairs,” the witness,
Mark Lea, told MSNBC. “He just
kind of continued coming in,
just randomly shooting at people, no rhyme or reason to it.”
The gunman was identified as
26-year-old Esteban Santiago of
Anchorage, Alaska, who served
in Iraq with the National Guard
but was demoted and discharged
last year for unsatisfactory performance. His brother said he
had been receiving psychological treatment recently.
A law enforcement official
said Santiago had walked into
TURN TO SHOOTING » PAGE A8

President Vladimir Putin of
Russia directed a vast cyberattack aimed at denying Hillary
Clinton the presidency and installing Donald Trump in the
Oval Office, the nation’s top intelligence agencies said in an
extraordinary report they delivered Friday to Trump.
The officials presented their
unanimous
conclusions
to
Trump in a two-hour briefing
at Trump Tower in New York
that
brought
the leaders of INSIDE
the U.S. intelli- Russian cybergence agencies attacks during
face to face election were
with their most not a one-time
vocal
skep- occurrence / B4
tic, the president-elect, who has repeatedly
cast doubt on Russia’s role.
The meeting came just two
weeks before Trump’s inauguration as the 45th president
and was underway even as the
electoral votes from his victory
were being formally counted in
a joint session of Congress.
Soon after leaving the meeting, intelligence officials released the declassified, damning
report that described the sophisticated cybercampaign as part
of a continuing Russian effort
to weaken the U.S. government
and its democratic institutions.
The report — a virtually unheard-of, real-time revelation by
U.S. intelligence agencies that
undermined the legitimacy of
the president who is about to direct them — made the case that
Trump was the favored candidate of Putin.
The Russian leader, the report
said, sought to denigrate Clinton, and the report detailed what
TURN TO HACKING » PAGE A2

INSIDE
PRELMIINARY HEARING:

Guard recalls encounter
with masked gunman in
July armored car heist in
Windsor / A3
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Law enforcement personnel shield civilians outside a garage at Fort
Lauderdale–Hollywood International Airport in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
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