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companies give payouts to
employees after GOP tax cut. E1

The fires have left
people re-evaluating
their relationship with
their possessions. D1
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Rising waters speed
loss of coastal lands

President Donald Trump

State,
Trump
further
at odds
California: Where one
America seems to fight
another amid differences
By TIM ARANGO
NEW YORK TIMES
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Waves crash on the remains of several homes that slid off the eroding cliff, near Gleason Beach, north of Bodega Bay.

Sonoma County could lose Sebastopol-sized chunk of land by century’s end
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County’s coastal cliffs, softened by rain and pounded by ocean
waves, are receding by as much as a
foot a year and will surrender an area the
size of Sebastopol by the end of the century, experts say, as climate change prompts
sea levels to continue rising.
The scenic cliffs, made of soft rock
formed millions of years ago on the ocean
floor, are no match for nature’s ceaseless
forces. Related property loss in the county
over that period could total as much as
$700 million.
Statewide, eroding coastal cliffs threaten billions of dollars worth of homes,
highways, railways, businesses, military
bases, universities, power plants and
parks, and the North Bay has already seen
the destructive and deadly consequences
of the diminishing coastline.
At Gleason Beach, 4 miles north
of Bodega Bay on Highway 1, the rapidly
eroding cliff irreparably damaged
10 blufftop homes that were demolished by
the owners, the last one in November.
One other home was relocated, and two
of the 10 remaining homes are uninhabitable or unstable.
“Gleason Beach is a bellwether of things
to come,” said Sonoma County Supervisor
Lynda Hopkins, whose district covers the
county’s entire coast. “It’s one of the fast-

TURN TO CALIFORNIA » PAGE A2

The remains of a home that slid off of a cliff, just south of Gleason Beach, north of Bodega Bay.
est eroding places in California.”
Caltrans is currently planning a $26 million realignment of the coastal highway
at Gleason Beach, moving nearly a mile of
the roadway, and building a new 850-foot
bridge, about 400 feet farther away from
the restive ocean. Construction is expected to start in 2019.

It’s an effort fraught with uncertainty,
given the difficulty of predicting future
erosion rates in a complex natural system
that includes rising sea levels, a symptom
of climate change.
“We’re hoping we’ve moved the road back
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North Korea’s nuclear strides went unnoticed
US intelligence officials’
comforting assessments
quickly turned darker
By DAVID E. SANGER
AND WILLIAM J. BROAD
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — At the
start of Donald Trump’s presidency, U.S. intelligence agencies told the new administration that while North Korea
had built the bomb, there was
still ample time — upward of
four years — to slow or stop its
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LOS ANGELES — When drivers entered California recently
from the borders with Arizona
and Nevada, they were greeted with signs welcoming them
to an “official sanctuary state”
that is home to “felons” and “illegals.” It was a prank, but the
message was clear: By entering
California, they might as well
have been entering foreign territory.
And in many ways it feels like
that these days, as the growing divide between California
and the Trump administration
erupted this past week over a
dizzying range of flashpoints,
from immigration to taxes to
recreational marijuana use.
What had been a rhetorical
battle between a liberal state
and a conservative administration is now a full-fledged fight.
Just as Californians were
enjoying their first days of legal pot smoking, the Trump
administration moved to enforce federal laws against the
drug. On the same day, the federal government said it would
expand offshore oil drilling,
which California’s Senate leader called an assault on “our
pristine coastline.”

development of a missile capable of hitting a U.S. city with a
nuclear warhead.
The North’s young leader,
Kim Jong Un, faced a range of
troubles, they assured the new
administration, giving Trump
time to explore negotiations or
pursue countermeasures. One
official who participated in the
early policy reviews said estimates suggested Kim would be
unable to strike the continental
United States until 2020, perhaps even 2022.

H.R. McMaster,
the national
security adviser, looks on as
President
Donald Trump
speaks in
November
during a
bilateral
meeting in
Seoul, South
Korea
DOUG MILLS
NEW YORK TIMES

Trump
defends
fitness
for office
By DAVID NAKAMURA
AND KAREN TUMULTY
WASHINGTON POST

President Donald Trump
lashed out at critics Saturday in
defense of his mental fitness for
office, calling himself a “very
stable genius” in a tweetstorm
of boasts.
First on Twitter, then at
a news conference with Republican leaders at Camp David, Trump defended himself
against a new book that cites
purported fears from former
and current aides that he was
unprepared for the presidency, incapable of processing information and uninterested in
making difficult decisions.
Citing his success in business
and on television, as well as his
victory in presidential politics
on “my first try,” Trump tweeted that his record “would quali-
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FIRE AFTERMATH: New bill introduced states
any utility company found negligent in a disaster cannot pass on the cost to customers. / A3
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