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Landmark Sebastopol business
moves closer to reopening —
under new name Empire
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Judge lifts state ban on sale of foie gras
Chefs, ex-Sonoma producer
of duck delicacy cheer ruling;
animal activists vow apeal
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

A federal judge on Wednesday
overturned California’s law banning
the sale of foie gras, a ban sparked
largely by outrage over the farming
practices of a Sonoma company,

which some likened to animal torture.
The ruling by U.S. District Judge
Stephen V. Wilson does not mean
Sonoma Foie Gras can restart production in the state. But it will allow
the reconstituted company to sell
products brought in from outside
California, according to company
co-founder Junny Gonzalez.
“We are so thrilled, so happy,”
Gonzalez, who lives in Sonoma, said
Wednesday.
Chefs opposed to the ban on the

duck-liver delicacy also hailed
Wednesday’s ruling, which comes
two years after the state enacted the
ban in July 2012.
“Choice has returned to California
menus,” said Ken Frank, chef at Napa’s La Toque restaurant.
The ban had been challenged by
the Hot’s Restaurant Group in California; Hudson Valley Foie Gras, a
producer in New York; and a group
of Canadian foie gras farmers called
Association des Eleveurs de Canards
et d’Oies du Quebec.

The judge ruled the law was unconstitutional because it interferes
with an existing federal law that regulates poultry products. The courts
last year rejected the argument that
the ban improperly regulated interstate commerce.
Critics of Wilson’s ruling vowed
Wednesday to appeal the judge’s decision. But for now, foie gras can legally be sold in the state.
“It’s great. I’m pretty happy about
it,” said Jesse Mallgren, execu-

THE DETAILS
■ Law ruled
unconstitutional
because it
interferes with
federal law on
poultry products
■ Sonoma Foie
Gras, now Artisan
Foie Gras, says it
can sell products
from other states

TURN TO FOIE GRAS, PAGE A7

FRANCE MOURNS 12 KILLED

1 surrenders, 2 sought
in Paris terror attack

COREY RICH

Kevin Jorgeson, left, and Tommy
Caldwell on El Capitan.

Climbers
battling
toughest
section
SR’s Jorgeson tears skin off
fingers in several tries
at El Capitan midpoint
By PHIL BARBER
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

THIBAULT CAMUS / Associated Press

People gather in Paris on Wednesday to pay respect to the victims of a terror attack against a satirical newspaper. Masked gunmen
shouting “Allahu akbar!” stormed the Paris offices of the Charlie Hebdo newspaper Wednesday, killing 12 people.

RISING WORRIES:
Assault on satirical
newspaper comes as
Europe on high alert

LOCALS REACT:
French expatriates
in Sonoma County
shocked, devastated

By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD

By LORI A. CARTER

M cCLATCHY N E W S S E RV I C E

T H E PR E S S D EM O CR AT

BERLIN — The terror attack
Wednesday that killed 12 people at
the Paris offices of a satirical newspaper known for running cartoons
of the Prophet Muhammad wasn’t
a total surprise. Europe, France
and even the newspaper have been
preparing for such an attack for
months.
Europe has been on high alert as
anti-terror experts voiced alarm
at the thousands of Europeans
who’ve gone to Syria and Iraq to
fight on behalf of the Islamic State
and other terror organizations,
and who security experts warned
would return to their home countries trained and radicalized.
The attack on the Charlie Hebdo offices seemed to bear those
worries out. French news outlets

News of the mass murder of
journalists at a provocative newspaper in Paris left French citizens
in Sonoma County unsettled, reeling under a flurry of feelings.
Devastating. Shocking. Dramatic. Sad. Tragic. Sometimes it was
difficult for French expatriates
living here to find the words to express the whirling emotions.
“It’s hard to realize what’s happening,” said Christian Armantier,
who with his wife, Martina, was
picking up their two grandchildren
Wednesday from the Santa Rosa
French-American Charter School
on Sonoma Avenue.
The couple was visiting their
son’s family from their home near
Avignon and were gathering information from Internet news on

TURN TO ATTACK, PAGE A7

Via Associated Press

Masked gunmen run toward one of their victims outside
the office of the French newspaper Charlie Hebdo on
Wednesday in Paris. The image is from video that showed
the gunmen shooting a police officer after the attack.

MORE ON PARIS SHOOTINGS, REACTION
■ Charlie Hebdo editor made it his mission to provoke; cartoonists
across globe respond to assassination of fellow artists / Stories, A3
■ For updated coverage, go to pressdemocrat.com
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Halfway up the face of soaring
El Capitan in Yosemite National
Park, Kevin Jorgeson remains
optimistic. If only his bloodied
fingers prove as resilient as his
spirit, he may yet conquer the
climb of his life.
“My battle with Pitch 15 continues,” Jorgeson posted on Instagram early Wednesday afternoon. “After 6 years of work, my
#DawnWall quest comes down
to sending this pitch. Last night,
I experienced a lightness and
calm like never before. Despite
failing, it will always be one of
my most memorable climbing
experiences. On my 4th attempt,
around 11pm, the razor sharp
holds ripped both the tape and
the skin right off my fingers.
As disappointing as this is, I’m
learning new levels of patience,
perseverance and desire. I’m not
giving up. I will rest. I will try
again. I will succeed.”
TURN TO CLIMBERS, PAGE A8
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