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OLD COURTHOUSE SQUARE » 
Trees likely focus of next 
forum on reunification.   A3

UKIAH BEATS MONTGOMERY » 
Wildcats upset Vikings 
in girls’ NBL contest.   C1

GUEST VIOLINIST  » Carolyn 
Goulding, 23, plays Weill Hall 
with SR Symphony.   D1

Marine sanctuaries 
bring $1.2 billion boost

SHORELINE 
SPENDING 
Economic impact 
of recreation tied to 
Northern California 
marine sanctuaries 
(2011)

 ■ Overall, visitors spent 
a total of $1.2 billion.

 ■Greater Farallones 
National Marine 
Sanctuary: Visitors 
spent $86 million.

 ■Northern part of the 
Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary: 
Visitors spent nearly 
$41 million.
SOURCE: NOAA 2015 
marine sanctuaries 
report

ONLINE:  
To read the report, 
visit sanctuaries. 
noaa.gov/science/ 
socioeconomic/pdfs/
ncc-recreation- 
report.pdf
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Andre North of Occidental heads back to the car after a day of good waves at Salmon Creek State Beach in Bodega Bay on a sunny Thursday last 
month. A new federal study looks at recreational visitors to two Northern California marine sanctuaries and their impact on coastal counties. 

Barack Obama
President listens to a question at 
Thursday’s town hall meeting.

Obama: 
NRA 
distorts 
debate

FAIRFAX, Va. — President 
Barack Obama tore into the 
National Rifle Association on 
Thursday as he sought support 
for his actions on gun control, 
accusing the powerful lobby 
group of  peddling an “imagi-
nary fiction” that he said has 
distorted the national debate 
about gun violence.

In a prime-time, televised 
town hall meeting, Obama dis-
missed what he called a “con-
spiracy” alleging that the feder-
al government — and Obama in 
particular — wants to seize all 
firearms as a precursor to im-
posing martial law. He blamed 
that notion on the NRA and 
like-minded groups that con-
vince its members that “some-
body’s going to come grab your 
guns.”

“Yes, that is a conspiracy,” 
Obama said. “I’m only going to 
be here for another year. When 
would I have started on this en-
terprise?”

Obama defended his support 
for the constitutional right to 
gun ownership while arguing it 
was consistent with his efforts 
to curb mass shootings. He said 
the NRA refused to acknowledge 
the government’s responsibility 
to make legal products safer, 
citing seatbelts and child-proof  
medicine bottles as examples.

Taking the stage at George 

Visitors drawn to kayaking, surfing and 
sightseeing along the protected waters off 
Northern California’s coast pumped more 

than $1.2 billion into the region, according to a new 
federal study.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration looked at low-impact recreational visitors 
to the Greater Farallones and the northern portion 
of  the Monterey Bay marine sanctuary in 2011 and 
their economic impact on coastal counties, includ-
ing Sonoma, Mendocino and Marin.

Conservationists say the data, published last 
week, highlight the benefits marine sanctuaries 
can provide for residents and the importance 
of  protecting the coast, bolstering their push to 
expand the sanctuaries to a greater extent of  the 
state’s shoreline.  

“These are huge numbers,” said Richard Char-
ter, a Sonoma Coast resident and senior fellow with 
the Washington D.C.-based Ocean Foundation. 
“(They’re) telling us without any doubt that a clean 
coast means a healthy economy.”

Visitors to Greater Farallones National Marine 
Sanctuary alone spent $86 million, mostly on food, 
drinks and lodging in surrounding counties, ac-
cording to the peer-reviewed study. That, in return, 
provided a boost to local businesses and generated 

Seagulls fight for thrown pieces of bread last month at Doran 
Beach in Bodega Bay. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Supporters: Study on visitors shows benefits of protecting coast

US seeking 
Silicon Valley 
leaders’ help 
in terror fight

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa — 
With extremists finding fertile 
ground for recruitment online, 
the White House is dispatching 
top national security officials to 
Silicon Valley to seek the tech 
industry’s help in disrupting 
the Islamic State group and oth-
er terrorists.

At a high-level session on to-
day, leaders from major technol-
ogy and Internet companies will 
discuss ways to use technology 
to stop terrorists from radicaliz-
ing people online and spurring 
them to violence, according to a 
meeting agenda obtained by the 
Associated Press.

Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch, FBI Director James 
Comey and Director of  Nation-
al Intelligence James Clapper 
are slated to attend the meet-
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At town hall, president 
slams gun lobby, pleads 
for tighter restrictions
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Conservation groups buy Estero Ranch
Land conservation partners have fi-

nalized the purchase of  a scenic coastal 
ranch that one day will reward visitors 
with breathtaking, 360-degree views of  
the Sonoma coastline where the Estero 
Americano meets the Pacific. 

The $3.8 million deal, signed Christmas 
Eve, puts the 547-acre Estero Americano 
Coastal Preserve permanently off-limits 
to development, preserving a rugged, 
windswept chunk of  land targeted for 
protection for more than two decades.

The property, known previously as the 
Estero Ranch or the Bottarini Ranch, is 
located at the boundary of  Marin and 

Sonoma counties and takes in about a 
mile of  frontage along the steep-sided es-
tero, a remote tidal estuary that provides 
habitat for hundreds of  fish and wildlife 
species. 

It also includes about three-quarters 
of  a mile of  coastline rising to a point 
600 feet above sea level. The acquisition 
eventually will support a stretch of  the 
California Coastal Trail intended one 
day to run 1,200 miles along the length of  
the state, from Mexico to Oregon.

“The opportunity to protect a proper-
ty of  such extraordinary resource value, 
and add nearly a mile of  coastal trail that 
affords one of  the most beautiful views 
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A view of Estero Americano from the former Estero 
Ranch, which was purchased for $3.8 million and is 
now permanently off-limits to development.
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