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INSIDE

Charges 
filed in 
RP sex
assault

Sacramento prosecutors on 
Monday filed 28 additional fel-
ony crimes against suspected 
“NorCal Rapist” Roy Charles 
Waller, including for the first 
time charging him with slip-
ping in an unlocked door into a 
Rohnert Park condominium in 
1991 and sexually assaulting a 
21-year-old woman.

Waller, who turns 59 on Tues-
day, was originally arrested 
in September and named the 
prime suspect in a 27-year 
spree of  violent, sexual at-
tacks against at least 10 wom-
en across Northern California 
that had gone unsolved until 
DNA evidence and a genealogy 
website helped crack open the 
case.  

The attack on a Rohnert Park 
woman nearly 28 years ago is 
the earliest crime prosecutors 
have so far linked to Waller, who 
remains in custody at the Sacra-
mento County Jail without bail. 

Waller, in his first court ap-
pearance Sept. 25 in Sacramen-
to County Superior Court, was 
charged with 12 felony crimes. 
That hearing was  packed with 
several of  the women he’s al-
leged to have attacked in atten-
dance. 

However, those charges only 
included crimes that occurred 
in the Sacramento area.

Since then, investigators and 
prosecutors in Sonoma, Yolo, 
Butte, Contra Costa, Solano and 
Sacramento counties coordinat-
ed their investigations to allow 

28 new felony counts 
added against suspected 
‘NorCal Rapist’ Waller
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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1991 RAPE CASE

SACRAMENTO — Gavin 
Christopher Newsom took his 
place as California’s 40th gov-
ernor Monday, christening a 
new political era of  progressive 
activism in a Golden State both 
brimming with wealth and hol-

lowed by poverty.
Beneath a tent outside the 

Capitol protecting him and 
thousands of  well-wishers from 
the threat of  rain, Newsom 
rested his hand on a Bible held 
by California Supreme Court 
Chief  Justice Tani Gorre Cantil-
Sakauye and recited the oath of  
office. His wife, documentary 
filmmaker Jennifer Siebel 
Newsom, stood at his side, along 
with their four children.

The former lieutenant 

Newsom takes the reins in Sacramento
Governor enters office 
in time of prosperity but 
also persistent problems
By PHIL WILLON, TARYN 
LUNA AND MELANIE MASON
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Gov. Gavin 
Newsom holds 
his son, Dutch, 
while speaking 
during his 
inauguration 
Monday in 
Sacramento.
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Sonoma County Sheriff Mark Essick, center, greets family and supporters after Monday’s swearing-in ceremony in front of the main office in 
Santa Rosa on Monday. Essick started with the county as a correctional deputy in 1994.

A new sheriff in town 
SONOMA COUNTY » Mark Essick, 49, sworn in to oversee department’s 
$177M budget and its 635 employees, including deputies, detention staff

Mark Essick remembers walking 
into the Santa Rosa Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium Building 

in 1994, his eyes scanning the hundreds of  
applicants who gathered there, vying for 
a handful of  job openings at the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

He was 23 years old and had graduat-
ed from Sacramento State University’s 
criminal justice program a year earlier. 
Though he had some experience as a 

group counselor at El Dorado County’s 
Juvenile Hall, where he supervised the 
youth for about two years, Essick couldn’t 
land a law enforcement job in Northern 
California. While working as a Sonoma 
County Jail correctional deputy was not 
what he envisioned, he recognized the job 
could provide better opportunities down 
the road and decided to apply. 

“I thought, ‘Well, I don’t really want 
to work in detention. I want to work as a 
cop,’” said Essick, who grew up in Novato 
and attended San Marin High School. “But 
it was closer to home and it was a foot in 

the door.”
On Monday, 25 years after getting the 

correctional deputy job, Essick, 49, was 
sworn in as the Sonoma County Sheriff, 
putting him at the helm of  a department 
with a $177 million annual budget and a 
total of  635 employees, including sworn 
deputies and detention staff.

A ceremony was held at noon in front 
of  the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office, 
where 250 people, many Sheriff’s Office 
employees and leaders from other law en-
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump is ramping up his efforts 
to make a public case for his border 
wall as the partial government shut-
down is now in its third week, plan-

ning a prime-time address Tuesday 
night and a visit to the border Thurs-
day.

Trump announced the news of  the 
presidential address in a Monday 
tweet.

“I am pleased to inform you that I 
will Address the Nation on the Hu-
manitarian and National Security 
crisis on our Southern Border,” he 
said. “Tuesday night at 9:00 P.M. 
Eastern.”

Earlier Monday, White House 
press secretary Sarah Sanders an-

nounced that Trump will travel to 
the border with Mexico on Thurs-
day.

The presidential speech and visit 
come amid the partial government 
shutdown and Trump’s insistence 
that any funding bill to reopen fed-
eral agencies include $5.7 billion for 
his border wall.

They also come three weeks ahead 
of  Trump’s State of  the Union ad-
dress, scheduled for Jan. 29.

CBS, NBC, ABC, CNN, Fox News 
and Fox Business Network had con-

firmed by Monday evening that they 
would carry Trump’s speech, which 
was expected to run about eight min-
utes long. The Fox broadcast net-
work did not respond to a request for 
comment.

Ahead of  Trump’s speech from 
the Oval Office, Vice President Pence 
and Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen will meet with 
House Republicans on Capitol Hill 
early Tuesday evening to discuss the 

Trump to make pitch for wall
Prime-time speech comes as 
president explores declaring 
emergency along border
BY FELICIA SONMEZ 
AND JOSH DAWSEY
WASHINGTON POST
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Donald
Trump
President will 
address shutdown 
on TV at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday night
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