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‘EL CHAPO’ CAPTURED » Raid 
snares fugitive drug lord 
6 months after jailbreak.  B1

REMATCH GOES TO RANCHO » 
Cougars beat Montgomery 
in evenly played duel.  C1

TIDYING UP » Local experts 
take page from de-cluttering 
guru’s best-selling book.  D1
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RESTAURANT SUED 
OVER PATRON’S DEATH:  
Family alleges Redd 
of Yountville served 
undercooked scallops / A3

INSIDE

Powerball fever heats up on North Coast

Tonight’s record Powerball jackpot, which 
reached $800 million Friday morning and con-
tinues to swell, inspired would-be millionaires 
across the North Coast to plunk down their 
money on lottery tickets Friday in hopes of  
beating dizzying odds to win unimaginable 
riches.

“It’s more than I can spend in my lifetime, 

what’s left of  it,” said Edward Rich, who pur-
chased his $2 Powerball ticket at Campus Mar-
ket and Deli, a Mendocino Avenue convenience 
store across the street from 
Santa Rosa Junior College.

“I’ve already decided that 
my kids would get most of  it,” 
said Rich, a semi-retired con-
tractor who lives between Clo-
verdale and Geyserville.

Rich, who does mainte-
nance work on the building that houses Cam-
pus Market and other shops, said he usually 
plays SuperLotto Plus, because the odds are 
better.  But since the jackpot for the Powerball 

As tonight’s jackpot hits $800M, 
hopeful players flock to stores 
despite astronomical odds  
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Keith Kelly, 
left, buys a 
Powerball 
ticket Friday at 
Campus Market 
in Santa Rosa 
from owner 
Harbans Singh.

ONLINE: For a 
photo gallery of 
ideas on how 
to spend your 
winnings, go to 
pressdemocrat.
com
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Raymond “Shrimp Boy” 
Chow In 2007.

Guilty 
verdict in 
‘Shrimp 
Boy’ trial

SAN FRANCISCO — Chi-
natown crime boss Raymond 
“Shrimp Boy” Chow’s self-spun 
tale of  redemption, persecution 
and innocence may have made 
for a good Hollywood yarn. But 
a federal jury did not buy the 
script.

Capping a trial that began 
in November, the jury Friday 
found the 56-year-old Chow 
guilty of  all charges in a thick 
racketeering indictment that 
included everything from mon-
ey laundering and illegal booze 
trafficking to arranging the 
murders of  two San Francisco 
gang rivals.

For federal prosecutors and 
the FBI, the conviction marks 
perhaps the key conquest in one 
of  the most extensive undercov-
er operations in recent Bay Area 
history — Chow was the prime 
and original target of  a probe, 
dubbed “Operation Whitesuit,” 
that ultimately ensnared dozens 
of  defendants, including former 
state Sen. Leland Yee, who has 
pleaded guilty to racketeering 
and is awaiting sentencing.

Rejecting Chow’s claims of  
innocence and reformation, the 
jury’s verdict all but assures 

Rejecting his claims of 
innocence, jury convicts 
Chow on all charges
By HOWARD MINTZ 
AND JOSH RICHMAN
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
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Public unions face key court test
FRESNO — Harlan Elrich is a California high 

school teacher, and that means he must pay 
about $970 a year to a labor union. He teaches 
math, and he said the system did not add up.

“I get to choose what movie I want to go see,” 
said Elrich, who teaches at Sanger High School 
in the Fresno County city of  Sanger. “I get 
to choose what church I want to go to. I get to 
choose what gym I want to join.”

He should have the same choice, he said, about 
whether to support a union.

Elrich and nine other California teachers have 
sued the union, saying that they are being forced 
to pay money to support positions with which 
they disagree, in violation of  the First Amend-
ment. Their lawsuit, if  it is successful, will be the 
culmination of  a decades-long legal campaign to 
undermine public unions.

And there is good reason to think they will 

By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES
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Harlan 
Elrich 
Fresno County 
teacher contends 
he should be 
able to choose 
whether to 
support a union.

High court 
to hear suit 
over whether 
teacher can 
be forced to 
pay labor 
group fees

A BOON FOR 
EDUCATION
No matter who 
claims jackpot, 
state’s schools a 
big winner A8
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IN THE GROUND: Sue Bates-Pintar packs dirt around the redwood seedling she planted Friday in the forest west of Cazadero as part of an annual effort led by the 
nonprofit group Forest Unlimited. Volunteers were planning to plant a total of 1,300 trees at two west Sonoma County sites on Friday and today. 

Hands-on approach
FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE » Volunteers planting  
1,300 carbon-absorbing redwood trees in west county 

A rapidly melting ice sheet in 
Greenland. Unprecedented 
flooding in northern En-

gland. A record wildfire season in 
the western United States.

The most recent headlines 
involving climate change can turn 
even the most optimistic environ-
mentalist into a Debbie Downer. 
But on Friday, more than 50 volun-
teers set out to do their small part 
in trying to curb global warming 
by planting 1,300 redwood seedlings 
on property in the hills north of  
Cazadero.

The annual event, which has 
been conducted by Forest Unlimit-
ed since 1997, will continue today 

on private property in the Gualala 
Ranch Association area near the 
south fork of  the Gualala River. 
Over the past 19 years, the Forest-
ville nonprofit group has planted 
about 28,000 trees around Sonoma 
County.

The native redwoods are an opti-
mal tree to plant along the Sonoma 
Coast. They are hard to burn, an 
asset during wildfire season, and 
they can resist drought. Coastal 
fog can provide up to 40 percent 
of  a redwood’s water needs as it 
condenses into precipitation on its 
needles, according to one study.

Old redwood forests also se-
quester three times more carbon 
above the ground than other trees, 
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BUCKETS OF TREES: Forest Unlimited volunteers carry shovels and 
redwood seedlings as they set off to begin planting Friday. Over the 
past 19 years, the group has planted 28,000 trees in Sonoma County.


