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What happens if PG&E goes bankrupt?

California’s largest power compa-
ny faces an existential crisis as it con-
fronts the looming possibility of tens of  
billions of dollars in wildfire liability.

Shares of PG&E Corp. — which 
owns Pacific Gas & Electric Co. — sank 
22.3 percent Monday before falling 
more than 7 percent Tuesday after 
reports the utility could face at least  
$30 billion in liability related to fires 
and has considered filing for bankrupt-

cy protection or unloading its natural 
gas operations.

The consequences of bankruptcy or 
an asset sale could ripple far beyond 
the utility’s shareholders, some ex-
perts say, affecting 16 million Califor-
nians who depend on PG&E for energy 
and potentially threatening the state’s 
ability to meet its climate-change goals.

The utility has faced tremendous 
scrutiny over the past decade, starting 
with a 2010 gas explosion that killed 
eight people in San Bruno and continu-
ing with among the deadliest and most 

destructive fires in state history, some 
of which may have been sparked by 
PG&E’s infrastructure. The California 
Public Utilities Commission is consid-
ering breaking up the company as part 
of  an investigation into PG&E’s safety 
culture.

Some PG&E critics have called for a 
government takeover or for the mas-
sive company to be replaced by small-
er, municipal utilities. But it’s far from 
clear that local governments across BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2018

Lineman contracted through PG&E work to dismantle 
a utility pole on Trenton Road in Forestville in October.

By SAMMY ROTH
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Rep. Mike Thompson, D-St. Helena, introduces legislation to expand background checks for the sales and transfer of firearms Tuesday in  
Washington. Looking on are House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, right, and former Rep. Gabby Giffords, left, a victim of gun violence.

Thompson fights guns
NEW ROUND » Democratic congressman reintroduces bill to expand 
background check requirements for private firearms purchases, transfers

With the stroke of  a pen and 
a stroll onto the floor of  the 
U.S. House of  Representatives 

Tuesday, North Coast Congressman Mike 
Thompson introduced the highest-pro-
file legislation of  his political career, 
believing the newly sworn-in Democratic 
majority finally will be able to deliver on 
the promise of  requiring universal back-
ground checks on all private gun sales.

The St. Helena Democrat and House 
veteran of  20 years was accompanied 
in Washington, D.C., for the ceremonial 
submission of  House Bill 8 by former 
U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords, D-Arizona, who 

nearly lost her life in a mass shooting 
attack in Tucson in 2011. 

Tuesday marked eight years since a 
gunman shot and killed six people and 
wounded 13 others, including Giffords 
with a bullet in the head from close range, 
outside a Safeway supermarket during a 
public meet-and-greet event.

Since recovering, she and her hus-
band, retired astronaut Mark Kelly, have 
dedicated much of  their lives to advocacy 
work to prevent gun-related deaths.

“Stopping gun violence takes cour-
age — the courage to do what is right, 
the courage of  new ideas,” Giffords said 
during an afternoon press conference 
announcing the introduction of  Thomp-
son’s expanded legislation to help ensure 

people only get access to firearms after 
their backgrounds are vetted. “I’ve seen 
great courage when my life was on the 
line. Now is the time to come together, be 
responsible — Democrats, Republicans, 
everyone. We must never stop fighting.”

Not one year after the tragedy in Tuc-
son, a 20-year-old gunman stormed Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
Connecticut, killing 20 young children 
and six adults. Thompson, a Vietnam 
War veteran and recipient of  the Purple 
Heart after being wounded while serving, 
has been working to gain traction on 
enhanced gun legislation ever since that 
2012 tragedy.

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump takes wall fight to public

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump took his disput-
ed claim of  a national security 
crisis at the nation’s southern 
border directly to the American 
people on Tuesday night, for the 

first time speaking from the Oval 
Office in prime time to try to en-
list public support for $5.7 billion 
for his long-promised wall.

Yet while the president aimed 
to put pressure on his Demo-
cratic opponents, even before he 
spoke his Republican support 
seemed to be eroding further. 
Several more Republican sena-
tors called for an end to the shut-
down regardless of  funding for 
Trump’s signature wall.

“There is a growing human-
itarian and security crisis at 

our southern border,” 
Trump said in a 10-min-
ute address, sitting at his 
familiar desk. He added, 
“All Americans are hurt 
by uncontrolled illegal 
migration.”

The president said 
that constructing a steel 
barrier, as he called it, 
is “absolutely critical to 
border security. It’s also what 
our professionals at the border 
want and need.”

The president stopped short 

of  declaring the nation-
al emergency he’s spo-
ken of  in recent days, 
which he’s said would 
allow him to bypass 
Congress and tap exist-
ing funds for a wall. He 
also steered clear, after 
days of  criticism, of  re-
peating some of  the false 
claims that thousands of  

terrorists were crossing the bor-
der. But as he often does at polit-
ical rallies, he vividly described 
a few violent crimes allegedly 

committed by people who are in 
the U.S. illegally.

His address punctuated a pub-
lic relations offensive to break 
a standoff with lawmakers that 
has blocked funding for about 
a quarter of  the government, 
keeping affected agencies closed 
since Dec. 22 for the longest such 
shutdown since 1996. By Satur-
day, if  unresolved, it will sur-
pass that record.

The impasse has left about 

As calls to end shutdown 
grow, Dems dispute 
claim of border ‘crisis’
By NOAH BIERMAN 
AND ELI STOKOLS
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Bishop Robert Vasa

Bishop 
will list 
accused 
priests

Santa Rosa Bishop Robert  
F. Vasa has chosen this weekend 
to release the names of  Catholic 
priests credibly accused of  child 
sexual abuse during the local di-
ocese’s 57-year history in hopes 
of  turning a corner on a scourge 
that has wounded the faithful, 
drained church coffers and 
deeply injured survivors whose 
innocence was exploited by men 
they trusted.

But how far the move will 
go in making up for sins of  the 
past remains in question amid 
a resurgent global crisis in the 
Roman Catholic Church, whose 
leadership is often viewed as 
having turned a blind eye to 
clergy abuse and even enabling 
it by quietly reassigning many 
accused priests rather than dis-
charging them.

Recent attempts by U.S. bish-
ops at transparency have been 
greeted with some skepticism 
among critics and survivors 
whose ingrained distrust may 
not easily be tempered, partic-
ularly given explosive revela-
tions contained in a Pennsylva-
nia grand jury report last year 
that renewed the drumbeat for 
greater scrutiny of  church lead-
ership.

That report cited a systemic 

Santa Rosa Diocese plans 
weekend release of clergy 
linked to sexual abuse
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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