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CHAIRMAN CARRILLO »  
Paul Gullixson on why 
Board of Supervisors’ 
move is not a shock.   B1

DEMANDING A NEW 
KIND OF ‘FAST FOOD’ »  
Millennials want 
organic, eco-friendly 
and fresh, even when 
eating on the run.   D1

More cleanup ahead 
at former oyster farm

RESTORATION EFFORT
 
Contractors for the National Park Service scraped away the oyster shack, dock and other 
structures on the farm’s 5-acre site and removed about 37,000 pounds of oysters, clams and  
debris from the water. Cleanup thus far has cost taxpayers more than $500,000. Next up, in July, 
another contractor will tackle the next major phase of the estero’s restoration, including removal 
of 470 tons of wooden oyster racks.

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER CHUNG/ THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

JANUARY 2016: Oyster racks are exposed during low tide Tuesday in Drakes Estero. Drakes Bay Oyster Co. Was evicted from the site in Point Reyes National Seashore at 
the end od 2014. A contractor for the National Park Service will begin removing the racks in July after harbor seal pupping season. 

A rainbow arched over the wind-rippled water 
of  Drakes Estero, a shallow bay teeming 
with harbor seals, fish and eelgrass beds 

in the Point Reyes National Seashore that was the 
focal point of  an epic battle between the federal 
government and a family-owned oyster farm that 
reached Congress and the U.S. Supreme Court.

The tranquil scene last week, as the sun broke 
through a rainstorm-clouded winter sky, belied the 
conflict that sharply divided friends and neighbors 
in West Marin County and engaged countless oth-
ers, including celebrity chefs and an organization 
with ties to the arch-conservative Koch brothers.

The farmer, Kevin Lunny, ultimately lost his bid 
to continue harvesting $1.5 million a year worth of  
succulent Pacific oysters from the 2,500-acre estero 
and was evicted from the shoreline adjacent to his 
lifelong home on the last day of  2014. Resentments 
kindled by the dispute still linger in the bucolic 
Point Reyes community where “everyone is an 
environmentalist,” a county supervisor said.

The National Park Service, which manages the 
seashore, immediately launched a cleanup effort 
that has cost taxpayers more than $500,000 to date. 
That number could easily double with the toughest 
part of  the job due to start this spring.

Contractors for the agency scraped away Lun-
ny’s weather-beaten oyster shack, dock and all oth-
er structures on the farm’s 5-acre site at the north 

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

DECEMBER 2014: Veronica Mata removes immature oysters from sticks at the Drakes Bay Oyster 
Co. during its final weeks in operation in the Point Reyes National Seashore

DRAKES ESTERO » ONE YEAR LATER 

Point Reyes site was center of fight between feds, family business 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Officials vow push for SR-to-Denver flights

Efforts to woo another airline to the 
Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County 
Airport hit a patch of  turbulence last 
week when Frontier Airlines, one of  
the carriers on the airport’s wish list, 
left Sonoma County off a list of  42 new 
markets it plans to enter this spring. 

Though disappointed by the deci-
sion, airport and business leaders 
vowed to continue courting Frontier 

and other carriers to offer flights from 
Santa Rosa to Denver.

“We’re not giving up,” airport man-
ager Jon Stout said. “It just means we 
have to change how we approach the 
airline.”

Stout plans to reach out again to 
Frontier and United Airlines about 
offering flights to Denver, a route that 
could open up the East Coast to Sono-
ma County residents. However, it will 
be a challenge because both airlines 
operate routes out of  San Francisco.

“It’s a very important point for us,” 
he said about the flights to Denver, 
which would allow travelers to fly to CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2015

Passengers board an Alaska Airlines flight bound for Los 
Angeles at the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport.

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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How will we 
know when 
it’s over?

Now that 2016 has gotten off 
to a wet start, with a series of  El 
Niño storms drenching Califor-
nia in recent days, the question 
is turning up with increasing 
frequency at dinner parties and 
coffee shops:

“How will we know when the 
drought is over?”

The answer, water experts 
say, is more complicated than 
you’d think.

Simply put: The drought 
could end this year, according 
to state water officials. But for 
that to happen, as California en-
ters the fifth year of  the worst 
drought in the state’s history, 
rains will have to continue ar-
riving in pounding, relentless 
waves through April to fill de-
pleted reservoirs and dry rivers 
and push the Sierra snowpack 
to at least 150 percent of  normal

“One week of  rain doesn’t 
make up for four years of  his-
toric drought. We are in a very 
deep hole,” said Mike Anderson, 

By PAUL ROGERS
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
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Lottery 
jackpot 
likely to 
top $1B

Lottery officials say no tick-
et matched all six Powerball 
numbers in Saturday night’s 
drawing. That means the re-
cord $949.8 million jackpot is ex-
pected to soar to $1.3 billion on 
Wednesday.

The odds to win were one in 
292.2 million, and the numbers 
drawn were 16, 19, 32, 34, 57 and 
the Powerball number, 13.

Officials with the Multi-State 
Lottery Association, which runs 
the Powerball game, said they 
expected about 75 percent of  the 
possible number combinations 
would have been bought for Sat-
urday night’s drawing.

Since Nov. 4, the Powerball 
jackpot has grown from its 
$40 million starting point as no 
one has won the jackpot.

Powerball is played in 
44  states as well as the District 
of  Columbia, U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico.

Lotto fever has gripped the 
country for the past several 
days, sending players in swarms 
to ticket vendors that they deem 
lucky. Ticket sales nationally 
shot the prize up by more than 
$49.8 million on Saturday alone.

California officials said six 
tickets purchased in the state 
matched five of  the six winning 
numbers, entitling their holders 
to smaller but still substantial 
prize money, officials said.

On Friday, California players 
purchased about $37 million in 

No winner in Saturday’s 
record $949.8M draw; 
next chance Wednesday 
PRESS DEMOCRAT NEWS SERVICES
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POWERBALL

The numbers drawn Saturday night.

Airport to continue wooing 
airlines after county left off 
Frontier’s new-market list

LIVING WITH DROUGHT


