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Evacuee: River ‘was 
licking at our feet’

NORTH COAST 
STORMS
Evacuations: 
Advised for about 
3,000 people living 
in low-lying areas. A 
shelter is open at the 
Santa Rosa Veterans 
Memorial Building, 
135 Maple Ave. Rides 
are available; call  
707-585-7541. 
The forecast: Flood 
warnings extended 
through Wednesday. 
Rainfall of 2-4 inches 
over most of Sono-
ma County today. 
Wind gusts over  
40 mph are possible.
Flooding: The Rus-
sian River crested 
Monday at 35 feet 
— 3 feet over flood 
stage.
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Jeremiah Dock carries his dog Sergeant from his home in the Sycamore Court Apartments on Church Street as the Russian River crests in 
Guerneville on Monday. The river crested at 35 feet on Monday, 3 feet over flood stage.

Council 
to rule 
on rent 
control 

In its first meeting of  2017, 
the new Santa Rosa City Coun-
cil today is set to grapple with 
two issues that bedeviled the old 
one in 2016 — rent control and 
homelessness. 

All signs point to the coun-
cil calling for a special election 
June 6 on the question of  wheth-
er Santa Rosa should have rent 
control and protections for rent-
ers. 

The council passed its rent 
control law in August, but it 
remains suspended following a 
successful September petition 
drive to block it.

Now it has a choice. It can 
either repeal the controversial 
new law, which seeks to cap 
many rent increases at 3 percent 
per year and provide various 
other renter protections, or let 
the voters decide the law’s fate. 

Repeal seems unlikely, given 
that the two new faces on the 
council, Chris Rogers and Jack 
Tibbetts, have expressed quali-
fied support for the policy.

Mayor Chris Coursey, a 
strong proponent of  the city’s 
policy, predicted the council 
“will likely call for a June ballot 
measure to affirm a rent-control 
ordinance for our city.” 

In a statement, Coursey said 
there would be “big-money op-
position,” and said such an ef-
fort “can only be countered by 
a strong grass-roots campaign” 
in which he urged residents to 
participate. 

Because the petition wasn’t 
validated by elections officials 
until late December, the earliest 
date the council can call for a 
special election is June 6. 

The city staff is recommend-
ing June 6 for two reasons. 

The first is that it will bring 
closure to the issue as soon as 
possible for the city and the 
community. Second, the city 
is also considering the June 6 
election for a cannabis tax, and 
placing both items on the bal-
lot could save money compared 
to calling two separate special 
elections. 

Putting additional issues on 
an exist ballot is less expensive 
than calling an election for a 
single issue, explained Santa 
Rosa City Clerk Daisy Gomez.

A one-issue special election 

Flooding and mudslides triggered by weekend 
storms forced evacuations Monday from threat-
ened homes along the Russian River, ahead of  a 
second storm bearing down on the North Coast to-
day, bringing the potential for several more inches 
of  rain.

The National Weather Service on Monday extend-
ed flood warnings for the Russian River through 
Wednesday while calling for 2 to 4 inches of  rain 
over most of  Sonoma County today.

The storm also was expected to bring strong 
winds, with gusts over 40 mph, and the threat of  
coastal flooding this morning caused by 6-to-7-foot 
“king tides.”

Evacuations are still being advised for roughly 
3,000 people living in low-lying areas of  Guerneville 
and Monte Rio. The county is continuing to offer 
rides from the river to Santa Rosa’s Veterans Me-
morial Building, where a shelter is on standby de-
pending on the need. Only one person sought the 

Kushner named as a senior White House adviser

WASHINGTON — Jared Kushner 
will become a senior White House 
adviser to his father-in-law, Donald 
Trump, cementing the New York real 
estate executive’s role as a powerful 
and at times decisive influence on the 
president-elect.

Trump described his son-in-law as 
“a tremendous asset and trusted ad-
viser throughout the campaign and 
transition” in a statement early Mon-
day evening announcing the appoint-

ment.
Kushner, who married Trump’s 

daughter Ivanka in 2009, is closer to 
Donald Trump than any other advis-
er, and has provided input on all of  his 
father-in-law’s hiring decisions.

“The main thing with Jared,” a 
transition official said, “is that he’s got 
Trump’s back and Trump knows it.”

Ivanka Trump, who also participat-
ed in her father’s campaign decisions, 
has no plans to enter the administra-
tion and plans to restructure her port-
folio of  holdings, said Jamie S. Gore-
lick, Kushner’s lawyer. But she plans 
to step down from the management 
of  the Trump Organization and the 
Ivanka Trump fashion brand, Gore-
lick said.

Kushner, whose appointment has 
been challenged on the basis of  a 1967 

federal anti-nepotism law, plans to sell 
most of  his New York holdings, his 
stake in his family’s real estate busi-
ness and other assets to his brother 
and a trust overseen by his mother, 
Gorelick said.

The move was a significant, even 
central, one for Donald Trump, who 
values familial loyalty above all else 
and, like Kushner, was groomed to run 
his father’s real estate empire. Kush-
ner will be “the first among equals,” 
in the words of  one former campaign 
official.

Kushner is expected to play the 
same role in the White House that 
he has had in the transition, with 
the counselors Stephen K. Bannon 
and Kellyanne Conway providing the CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2016

Jared Kushner, son-in-law of President-elect Donald 
Trump, will join the administration as an adviser
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Christopher Horn walks his dog Lucy away from their 
Guerneville neighborhood after a mudslide threatened homes 
along Santa Rosa Avenue.

NORTH COAST » 2 to 4 more inches of rain forecast today

Some 3,000 people in Guerneville, Monte Rio advised to leave
By DEREK MOORE, MARTIN ESPINOZA  
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
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Santa Rosa lawmakers 
likely to leave today’s 
question to city voters
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Trump’s son-in-law plans  
to divest many of his assets 
to clear federal ethics laws 
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