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UTILITY GRID INSPECTION: Judge considering 
ordering PG&E to evaluate electric grid, shut 
off power during certain conditions / B3
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Sophie Dehart, 8, works on a puzzle she received for Christmas while her mother, Debbie, looks through some bills in their living room at 
Parkwood Apartments on Wednesday in Santa Rosa.

Long-term affordability
SANTA ROSA » BURBANK HOUSING DEAL

Nonprofit buys 
complex with 
plans to keep 
rents low 
for tenants

In the six years since Sandra Pilisdorf  and 
her domestic partner moved into Parkwood 
Apartments in Rincon Valley, they’ve only 

had their monthly rent increased once, from 
$1,150 to $1,200. For a retired couple on a fixed 
income, the below-market price was a godsend.

“We couldn’t find housing, but we found this. 
It was affordable and clean and quiet,” said 
Pilisdorf, 75. “You can’t find an 850-square-foot, 

two-bedroom apartment around here for that 
amount of  money,”

Rents at Parkwood Apartments will remain 
affordable for the next 55 years since Burbank 
Housing, a Santa Rosa affordable housing non-
profit, bought the 56-unit apartment complex 
for $15 million on Wednesday. 

The acquisition signifies one meaningful 
step in tackling Sonoma County’s longstanding 
affordable housing crunch, which was 

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sonoma County officials, constitu-
ents and anyone else who does busi-
ness with Fifth District Supervisor 
Lynda Hopkins can expect to find 
her responding to emails and other 
queries at odd times in the coming 
months.

With a new baby arriving any day, 
the west county supervisor says she’ll 
be squeezing in reading, study and 
correspondence whenever she can, in-

cluding the late night and early morn-
ing hours that most people spend 
asleep.

The job of  county supervisor ex-
tends into most hours of  the day and 
night, anyway, and often consumes 
her mind during wakeful night-time 
hours as it is, said Hopkins, 35. Now 
that she’ll be up in the night to feed 
her newborn, she expects she’ll be 
getting work done then, too.

“I’m actually looking forward to the 
midnight productivity,” Hopkins said, 
recalling the multitasking skills she 

discovered when her two daughters, 
now 6 and 3, were babies. 

“I’m often actually up at night 
thinking about my job, thinking about 
policy, on my phone, reading agenda 
packets. ... I’ll make good use of  those 
midnight hours.”

Hopkins, who just started her third 
year in elective office, is due to give 
birth Jan. 23, though her first two chil-
dren were born on the early side, at 
about 38½ weeks, which could means 

Hopkins to be 1st supervisor to give birth
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sonoma County Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, pregnant 
with her third child, spends reading time with her 
two daughters — Adeline, 3, left, and Gillian, 6 — 
Wednesday in Forestville.TURN TO HOPKINS » PAGE A2

COUGARS OUTRUN 
GREYHOUNDS »  
Rancho Cotate 
girls basketball 
team defeats 
Healdsburg 
51-35.   C1

SR BREWPUB 
SHUTS DOWN  »  
2 Tread ceases 
operations, citing 
lack of visitors 
because of 
wildfires.   A3
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Trump 
says he 
may cut 
fire aid

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump injected new 
uncertainty into California’s 
wildfire recovery efforts, tweet-
ing early Wednesday that he has 
ordered the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency not to 
send more disaster funding to 
state officials “unless they get 
their act together, which is un-
likely.”

Neither the White House nor 
FEMA provided clarification, 
in response to emails and calls, 
about whether Trump’s threat 
was bluster like other tweets he 
has sent making false assertions 
while criticizing the state’s fire 
management, or if  he has actu-
ally ordered a funding cutoff to 
thousands of  Californians try-
ing to rebuild after the devastat-
ing fires late last year.

The president tweeted: “Bil-
lions of  dollars are sent to the 
State of  California for Forrest 
fires that, with proper Forrest 
Management, would never hap-
pen. Unless they get their act to-
gether, which is unlikely, I have 
ordered FEMA to send no more 
money. It is a disgraceful situa-
tion in lives & money!”

He later resent the message 
after correcting the spelling of  
“forest.”

Bluster or not, Trump’s 
threat alarmed California 

President’s threat  
doesn’t sit well with 
many California officials
By SARAH D. WIRE  
AND NOAH BIERMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

Trump ends shutdown talks 

WASHINGTON — Talks between 
President Donald Trump and con-
gressional Democrats aimed at end-
ing the partial government shut-

down collapsed in acrimony and 
disarray Wednesday, with the presi-
dent walking out of  the White House 
meeting and calling it “a total waste 
of  time” after Democrats rejected 
his demand for border-wall funding.

Furious Democrats accused 
Trump of  slamming his hand on the 
table before he exited, and they said 
he ignored their pleas to reopen the 
federal government as they contin-
ue to negotiate over his border-wall 
demands. With the shutdown near-

ing the three-week mark, some 
800,000  workers are about to miss 
their first paycheck.

“He thinks maybe they could just 
ask their father for more money. 
But they can’t,” said House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, an 
implicit dig at Trump’s wealthy up-
bringing.

“Well unfortunately, the president 
just got up and walked out,” said 
Senate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-New York. “He asked 

Speaker Pelosi, ‘Will you agree to my 
wall?’ She said no. And he just got up 
and said, ‘Then we have nothing to 
discuss’ and he just walked out.”

Trump himself  tweeted: “Just left 
a meeting with Chuck and Nancy, 
a total waste of  time. I asked what 
is going to happen in 30 days if  I 
quickly open things up, are you going 
to approve Border Security which 
includes a Wall or Steel Barrier? 

President gives ultimatum, 
calls meeting ‘waste of time’ 
as Dems refuse wall funds
By ERICA WERNER 
AND SEAN SULLIVAN
WASHINGTON POST
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 ■ Border wall 
would actually 
take up to a 
decade to build, 
according to 
estimates / A6

 ■Volunteers 
swoop in to clean 
up mess at Joshua 
Tree park / B1
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