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French Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls

Paris on 
high alert 
ahead of 
giant rally

PARIS — Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls declared Saturday 
that France was at war with rad-
ical Islam after the harrowing 
sieges that led to the deaths of  
three gunmen and four hostag-
es the day before. New details 
emerged about the bloody final 
confrontations, and security 
forces remained on high alert.

“It is a war against terrorism, 
against jihadism, against rad-
ical Islam, against everything 
that is aimed at breaking frater-
nity, freedom, solidarity,” Valls 
said during a speech in Évry, 
south of  Paris.

The authorities started the 
day hunting for the companion 
of  one of  the 
killers, only to 
learn later that 
she appeared 
to have fled to 
Turkey and 
then probably 
to Syria days 
before the first 
assault in Par-
is on Wednes-
day. The police 
had suspected that the woman 
— Hayat Boumeddiene, 26, the 
common law wife of  Amedy 
Coulibaly, believed to be one 
of  the gunmen — might have 
played a role in one or more of  
the attacks.

“We are 99 percent sure that 
she traveled to Syria from Urfa,” 
said a Turkish intelligence 
official, referring to a city in 
southern Turkey. “There is no 
evidence that suggests she was 
involved in the terrorist attacks 
in France this week.”

France remained on edge a 
day after security forces killed 
Coulibaly, who the police said 
was responsible for the deaths 
of  four hostages at a kosher 
supermarket near the Porte 
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By DAN BILEFSKY  
and MAÏA DE LA BAUME

NEW YORK TIMES

French leader declares  
‘war against terrorism’;  

unity march planned today

Hayat  
Boumeddiene

DR. ABDUL 
HARRIS
Age: 45
Job: Chairman 
of the surgery 
department at Santa 
Rosa Memorial 
Hospital
Quote: “He wasn’t 
born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth. 
He had to work his 
way up, so he shares 
that experience 
with our students.” 
— Judy Barcelon,  
an instructor at  
Piner High School

Photos by JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Dr. Abdul Harris, chairman of the Memorial Hospital surgery department, performs laparoscopic gall bladder surgery last month with 
assistant RaSha Adella, right. Harris joined Memorial’s trauma team in 2002 after a residency at UC Davis Medical Center in Sacramento.
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PROFILE: Raised to excel, Abdul Harris left tough part of LA  
on road to becoming SR Memorial surgery chief, lauded volunteer

A bdul Harris rarely saw 
a doctor growing up. 
His impression of  hos-

pitals was formed by Martin 
Luther King Jr./Drew Medical 
Center, a troubled facility on 
the rough divide between the 
city of  Compton and the Watts 
neighborhood of  Los Angeles.

“Killer King” was a place 
where you went to die, after 
you’d been shot, stabbed or 
abused in some other fashion. 
Or so the boy believed. He 
never saw the inside of  the 
hospital. Just hustled past it 
on his way to school.

Decades later, Abdul Harris 
still walks with purpose. Only 
now, he’s the man making the 
rounds. 

At 45, Harris is chairman 
of  the surgery department at 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital 
and a member of  the hospi-
tal’s trauma team. He men-
tors students at Piner High 
School and also volunteers to 
perform surgeries through a 
Bay Area organization called 
Operation Access, which re-
cently honored Harris with its 

legacy award. The group has 
donated surgical and specialty 
care to nearly 1,100 patients in 
Sonoma County since 2001.

Harris doesn’t have to imag-
ine what life is like for those 
who lack health insurance 
or other means of  affording 
medical care, as his own fam-
ily at times relied on public 

assistance. When he visits his 
childhood home on the border 
between Los Angeles and 
Compton, he almost always 
has the same thought: “How 
the hell did I get out of  here?”

It’s a triumphant story few 
outside of  his inner circle 
know. People marvel at his 
dedication as a surgeon, and 

as a family man raising four 
daughters and a stepdaughter 
in Larkfield, without fully 
appreciating what sparked the 
fire.

It’s not a topic of  conversa-
tion one normally has in the 
emergency room when lives 
are on the line.
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By DEREK MOORE
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Dr. Abdul Harris never stops while on call. The surgery department leader is 
hard to keep up with when he walks briskly through the maze of the hospital.

Wine heists target value, vulnerability
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Thieves with a nose for some of  the 
world’s most sought-after wines found 
what they were looking for twice in 
2014 inside two exclusive Wine Country 
restaurants only blocks apart.

The heists were timed perfectly, when 
the restaurants were closed for winter 
remodeling and security alarms were 
not set. The thieves apparently knew 
exactly what they wanted, including 

bottles of  Domaine de la Romanée- 
Conti, or DRC, which can command up 
to $10,000 a bottle and often are com-
pared to works of  art.

A Christmas heist at Yountville’s 
world-renowned French Laundry, 
which netted the thieves 76 bottles 
worth an estimated $300,000, has been 
called one of  the world’s all-time wine 
burglaries. Eleven months earlier, in a 
similar break-in, burglars stole thou-
sands of  dollars’ worth of  wine from 
Redd, an acclaimed restaurant a half-
mile south of  The French Laundry on 
Washington Street.

But despite sophisticated tracking 
technology and international interest 
in the cases, no arrests have been made, 
and the stolen wines remain missing.

By DEREK MOORE  
and RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Unsolved precision burglaries  
in 2014 focused on high-end labels  
at Yountville’s French Laundry, Redd

CRISTA JEREMIASON / The Press Democrat 

The French 
Laundry in 
Yountville 
was targeted 
by thieves 
who stole an 
estimated 
$300,000 
worth of 
rare wines 
on Christmas 
while the 
restaurant 
was closed 
for winter 
remodeling.


