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Rent control on June 6 ballot
SANTA ROSA » City Council slates
special election after law blocked,
expands homeless aid efforts
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

In moves aimed at blunting the impacts
of Santa Rosa’s housing crunch, the City
Council took steps Tuesday to both preserve the supply of affordable housing
and to expand services to the homeless,
including on city properties.
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The council opted to stand by the rent
control ordinance it passed in August
but which has been blocked by a petition drive. Instead of repealing the law,
which seeks to cap many rent increases
at 3 percent per year and provide other
renter protections, the council opted for
a special election June 6 to let the people
decide the matter.
Councilwoman Julie Combs said the
previous council passed rent control to
help renters, but “outside money” from
the California Apartment Association,
which represents property owners,
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“froze our ordinance.”
“I am looking forward to moving to ask
our voters to defrost that ordinance so we
can move forward and have the fair and
affordable rental housing that our residents deserve,” Combs said.
The move came following the urging
of a number of rent control supporters,
including Santa Rosa Junior College student Courtney Cox, 22.
“We fought very hard, but all we got
in return because of the (California)
Apartment Association, was landlord
retaliation in the form of rent increases,
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evictions, harassment and intimidation,”
Cox said.
The measure will likely be on the same
ballot as a proposal to tax cannabis on
which the council has yet to act. Special
election is expected to cost the city about
$493,515.
The second step the council took was
to broaden efforts to help create more
places to shelter the homeless, especially
during the winter.
The council agreed to several chang-
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Second storm wallops
rain-soaked region

Unsubstantiated memos
suggest Putin sought to
compromise Republican
By SCOTT SHANE
AND MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The chiefs
of U.S. intelligence agencies
last week presented President
Barack Obama and President-elect Donald Trump with
a summary of unsubstantiated
reports that Russia had collected compromising and salacious personal information
about Trump, two officials with
knowledge of the briefing said.
The summary is based on
memos generated by political
operatives seeking to derail
Trump’s candidacy. Details of
the reports began circulating in
the fall and were widely known
among journalists and politicians in Washington.
The two-page summary, first
reported by CNN, was presentTURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

Sharp split on
state budget
prediction

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Melda Martinelli helps her mother, Ebe Cerqua, to an awaiting vehicle after Russian River Fire Protection District firefighters rescued her from her
flooded trailer Tuesday at the Sycamore Court Apartments in Guerneville.

By JONATHAN J. COOPER

Rising Russian River forces more
to flee amid high winds, slides

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry
Brown sees a budget deficit and
an urgent need for spending cuts.
Legislative leaders see a surplus with room to comfortably
increase expenditures.
Always at odds when it comes
to the budget, the Democratic
governor and the Democratic
Legislature are particularly far
apart this year as they embark
on six months of spending negotiations amid uncertainty about
federal funding under the incoming administration of President-elect Donald Trump.
TURN TO BUDGET » PAGE A2
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By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jenn Toland, right, and Elizabeth Hamilton, residents of
Sycamore Court Apartments, look to see if anyone needs a lift
out of the floodwaters Tuesday in Guerneville.
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The sequel in a powerful set of
winter storms slammed the North
Coast on Tuesday, with heavy rain
and powerful winds triggering
widespread flooding and power
outages, and runoff swelling the
Russian River well above its banks,
threatening as many as 800 homes
today as the floodwaters are set to
rise to a level not seen in a decade.
The wind-driven storm, which
packed a stronger punch than ini-
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tially expected, appeared to score
a direct hit on the region, prompting evacuations in parts of Marin
County and toppling trees onto
cars and houses, while submerging dozens of roads and knocking
out power to at least 11,000 homes
across Sonoma County.
Emergency crews fielded an onslaught of rescue and hazard calls
from about 4 p.m., when the heaviest band of rain and wind hit, until
8 p.m., when the additional moisTURN TO STORM » PAGE A7
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