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PG&E STRESS TEST: State 
officials agree to begin 
assessing how big a hit 
from disaster liabilities 
utilities can absorb. / A6

INSIDE

Newsom  
unveils 
$209B
wish list 

SACRAMENTO — California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom unveiled 
a $209 billion budget proposal 
Thursday that relies on a re-
c o r d - s e t t i n g 
windfall of  
tax revenues 
to boost pub-
lic schools 
and health 
care programs 
while adding 
significant one-
time spending 
to address the 
state’s home-
lessness epidemic and prepare 
for future natural disasters.

Newsom presented his plan in 
a freewheeling event more akin 
to a political rally or TED talk 
than a formal budget introduc-
tion, using a slide presentation 
at the nearly two-hour event 
to make critiques and observa-
tions. The governor invited not 
only journalists but statewide 
elected officials, as well as lead-
ers of  powerful labor unions 
that supported his candidacy. 
Guests applauded as he vowed 
to expand services to help Cali-
fornia’s neediest.

“I know it’s rote and cliché to 
say it’s a reflection of  our val-
ues, but it is a reflection of  our 
values,” Newsom said of  his 
budget. “It is demonstrable that 
these dollars attach to real peo-
ple and real people’s lives.”

New governor requests 
money for health care, 
schools, housing crisis
By JOHN MYERS
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Scientists say the world’s oceans are 
warming far more quickly than previ-
ously thought, a finding with dire impli-
cations for climate change because al-
most all the excess heat absorbed by the 
planet ends up stored in their waters.

A new analysis, published Thursday 
in the journal Science, found that the 
oceans are heating up 40 percent faster 
on average than a U.N. panel estimat-

ed five years ago. The researchers also 
concluded that ocean temperatures have 
broken records for several straight years.

“2018 is going to be the warmest year 
on record for the Earth’s oceans,” said 
Zeke Hausfather, an energy systems an-
alyst at independent climate research 
group Berkeley Earth and an author of  
the study. “As 2017 was the warmest year, 
and 2016 was the warmest year.”

As the planet has warmed, the oceans 
have provided a critical buffer. They have 
slowed the effects of  climate change by 
absorbing 93 percent of  the heat trapped 
by the greenhouse gases humans pump 
into the atmosphere.

Study: Oceans’ temperatures rise rapidly
CLIMATE CHANGE » New 
analysis finds waters warming 
40% faster than UN predicted
By KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS
NEW YORK TIMES

Gavin
Newsom
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A recent report found that oceans are warming 
40 percent faster than estimated five years ago, 
which puts places like Oahu’s Hanauma Bay near 
Honolulu in jeopardy.

STATE BUDGET
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No end in sight for shutdown

McALLEN, Texas — President Donald Trump 
traveled to the border Thursday to warn of  crime 
and chaos on the frontier, as White House officials 
considered diverting emergency aid from storm- 
and fire-ravaged Puerto Rico, Florida, Texas and 
California to build a border barrier under an 
emergency declaration.

In a sign of  growing unease about the partial 
government shutdown, some Senate Republicans 
came off the sidelines to hash out a deal that 
would reopen the government as Congress 

By MICHAEL TACKETT 
AND JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

TRUMP AT BORDER » President eyes 
diverting some disaster funds to wall

EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump tours the U.S. border with Mexico at the Rio 
Grande on Thursday in McAllen, Texas.

INSIDE: Landowners along border resist barrier’s construction / B1 TURN TO AID » PAGE A8

Tens of  millions of  dollars meant to help Sono-
ma County and Santa Rosa recover from the Octo-
ber 2017 wildfires and prepare for future disasters 
is in limbo as the federal government shutdown 
continues with no end in sight. 

Of  particular concern to Santa Rosa is the 
roughly $38.5 million the city expects to receive 
in federal grants to build apartments after fires 
wiped out 5 percent of  its housing stock. Mean-
while, Sonoma County has submitted at least  
20 different requests for roughly $24 million to 
fund fire-hardening work, seismic retrofitting and 

FEDERAL AID » Money meant to help 
city, county recover from fire in limbo
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa couple Peter Babcock, 72, and Lauren Roy, 67, who call themselves the Pothole Bandits, mark potholes around the county, such as the 
ones recently patched along Cunningham Road, near Schaeffer Road, south of Sebastopol.

Life in the pothole lane
SONOMA COUNTY » The government repaved more road than ever in 
2018, yet some remain so bad that activists are resorting to direct action  

For 30 years, Barry Anderson has 
made a hobby of  fixing severe pot-
holes that regularly form outside his 

Cunningham Road home south of  Sebas-
topol, helping manage a problem road that 
hasn’t seen significant investment from 
the county for at least that long.

“That big one right there in front … 
was a foot deep,” Anderson said, pointing 
to a hole he filled near the edge of  the 

driveway of  his ranch-style home, which 
he’s owned since the early 1960s. “This 
one kept getting deeper and deeper. And 
there’s another two beyond there that I 
filled.”

Sonoma County’s Transportation 
& Public Works department compiles 
annually a list of  resident requests for 
connector streets and thoroughfares to be 
repaved.

With more than 2,700 miles, the county 
has the second largest road network in the 
Bay Area. However, the state delivers gas 

tax dollars based on registered vehicles 
rather than the number of  roads, which 
the department says leaves the county 
short on funds to fix roads.

The county spent a total of  $17.4 million 
in 2018 as part of  its pavement and main-
tenance program, department spokesman 
Dan Virkstis said. That resulted in nearly 
100 miles of  repaved roadway, which was a 
record for Sonoma County. Between state 
gas tax dollars and ongoing funding the 

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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