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The Rohnert Park City Coun-
cil is expected to make a final 
decision Tuesday regarding 
Wal-Mart’s expansion, a propos-
al that sparked one of  the most 
contentious political battles in 

the city’s history.
The issue has for years pitted 

environmentalists and labor 
groups against free market ad-
vocates and supporters of  the 
retailer’s low prices.

The council meeting, which 
likely will be long, heated and 
reflective of  the five-year legal 
fight over the project, comes 
three months after Wal-Mart 
opened a neighborhood gro-
cery store on the east side of  
Rohnert Park, a development 
some say makes its proposed ex-

pansion unnecessary. Wal-Mart 
says the local grocery and the 
35,000-square-foot expansion, 
creating the North Bay’s first 
“super center” the size of  three 
football fields, serve different 
community needs. 

The Arkansas-based retailer 
first floated the idea to expand 
its Redwood Drive store in 2009, 
and the City Council approved 
the project a year later. Envi-
ronmentalists won a legal chal-
lenge in 2011, forcing the city to 
do a more comprehensive study 

of  the project’s impacts.
The project resurfaced last 

year after the city circulated an 
updated environmental impact 
report, and the Planning Com-
mission approved the proposal 
in August. That action prompt-
ed opponents to appeal the deci-
sion to the council, which holds 
the final say.

Groups opposing the Wal-
Mart expansion, including those 
from outside of  Rohnert Park, 
are critical of  the world’s largest 
retailer for its low wages, pric-

ing practices that activists say 
undercut local merchants and 
a business model that environ-
mentalists say creates a large 
carbon footprint.

“This is a five-year cam-
paign,” said Marty Bennett, 
co-chairman of  North Bay Jobs 
with Justice. “Our objective is to 
stop the super center. Every day 
they don’t build is a victory for 
us.”

For its part, Wal-Mart says 
the expanded store will create 
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Yearslong battle over 
expansion plans poised to 
end with decision Tuesday

Paris 
gunman 
claims 
IS link 

BEIRUT — One of  the assail-
ants in the Paris terrorist at-
tacks claimed in a posthumous-
ly released video that he was 
acting on behalf  of  the Islamic 
State in coordination with the 
two brothers who attacked a 
satirical mag-
azine and said 
they were af-
filiated with 
al-Qaida.

The video, 
released Sun-
day, features 
Amedy Coulibaly, the gunman 
who killed four hostages at a 
Paris supermarket on Friday 
before he was himself  slain by 
police. It pointed to the dangers 
long anticipated by law enforce-
ment authorities posed by the 
expanding allure of  the group 
that has conquered vast areas 
of  Iraq and Syria over the past 
two years, even as al-Qaida con-
tinues to pursue its own agenda 
of  staging attacks against the 
West.

The video offered no evidence, 
however, that Coulibaly had 
been in contact with the Islamic 
State before his assault on the 
supermarket, which may repre-
sent another example of  the so-
called “lone wolf” attacks that 
the Islamic State has inspired, 
analysts said.

A fierce feud erupted last year 
between the Islamic State and 
its progenitor, al-Qaida, and 
many analysts have speculated 
that the Paris attacks, claimed 
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Prosecutors push for charges for Petraeus

WASHINGTON — The FBI and Jus-
tice Department prosecutors have rec-
ommended bringing felony charges 
against David Petraeus, contending 
he provided classified information to 
a lover while he was director of  the 
CIA, officials said, leaving Attorney 
General Eric Holder to decide wheth-
er to seek an indictment that could 
send the pre-eminent military officer 
of  his generation to prison.

The Justice Department investi-
gation stems from an affair Petraeus 

had with Paula Broadwell, an Army 
Reserve officer who was writing his 
biography, and focuses on whether 
he gave her access to his CIA email 
account and other highly classified 
information.

FBI agents discovered classified 
documents on her computer after Pe-
traeus resigned from the CIA in 2012 
when the affair became public.

Petraeus, a retired four-star gener-
al who served as commander of  U.S. 
forces in both Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has said he never provided classified 
information to Broadwell and has 
indicated to the Justice Department 
he has no interest in a plea deal that 

would spare him an embarrassing tri-
al. A lawyer for Petraeus, Robert Bar-
nett, said Friday he had no comment.

The officials who said that charges 
had been recommended were briefed 
on the investigation but asked for an-
onymity because they were not autho-
rized to discuss it.

Holder was expected to decide by 
the end of  last year whether to bring 
charges against Petraeus, but he has 
not indicated how he plans to proceed. 
The delay has frustrated some Jus-
tice Department and FBI officials and 
investigators who have questioned 
whether Petraeus has received special 
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Learning curve ahead
Golden Gate Bridge reopens early after installation of barrier; 

CHP advises caution as commuters face changed conditions

The Golden Gate Bridge 
reopened Sunday night, 
more than six hours ahead of  

schedule, after a historic closing for 
the installation over the weekend 
of  a new median barrier.

But whether the commute will 
go as smoothly is uncertain, as mo-
torists adapt to a new merging lane 
and a lower speed limit approach-
ing the bridge.

“The bottom line is we don’t 
know,” Marin CHP Officer An-
drew Barclay said Sunday night 
of  how traffic will handle the 
changed conditions today. “We 
will have extra officers there in 
case it’s bad. Hopefully we won’t 
need them.”

The $30 million movable barrier 
installed over the weekend re-

quired the first prolonged closure 
of  the bridge in its 78-year history.

The barrier, which can be 
repositioned to shift the number 
of  lane directions to accommo-
date commuter traffic is meant to 
prevent head-on collisions like the 
128 crashes since 1970 that killed 16 
people.

While the one-foot-wide, hinged 
sections create a solid safety barri-
er between oncoming cars, officials 
say it may feel a bit tighter since 
they take away a half-foot from the 
Golden Gate Bridge’s 10-foot, non-
curb lanes.

About 120,000 vehicles cross the 
Golden Gate Bridge on a typical 
weekday.

“We’re asking drivers, the first 
time they’re going across, to have 
a little more patience as they 
approach the bridge and let people 
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Above: Crews 
practice using 
a $1.5 million 
“zipper” truck 
Sunday to move 
the new barrier 
on the Golden 
Gate Bridge.

Left: The Golden 
Gate Bridge is 
shown shortly 
before it 
reopened Sunday 
night, more than 
six hours ahead 
of its deadline.


