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A former Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s deputy suspected of  
beating a Boyes Hot Springs 
man in his home during a do-
mestic dispute call was jailed 
early Wednesday on suspicion 

of  felony assault by an officer af-
ter a three-month investigation 
into excessive force.

Scott Thorne, 40, of  Walnut 
Creek turned himself  in at the 
Sonoma County Jail just after 
12 a.m. after learning the Sono-
ma County District Attorney’s 
office secured a warrant for his 
arrest. Thorne was released 
about two hours later on $10,000 
bail, sheriff’s spokesman Sgt. 
Spencer Crum said.

Thorne, reached by phone 

Wednesday, declined to com-
ment or provide the name of  an 
attorney. He’s scheduled to be 
arraigned Jan. 17 on the felony 
charge.

Thorne’s actions came under 
suspicion about two weeks after 
the Sept. 24 incident when pros-
ecutors reviewed deputies’ body 
camera recordings and declined 
to file charges against the Boyes 
Hot Springs resident, a 37-year-
old Marine Corps veteran and 
former law enforcement officer 

who was arrested after the inci-
dent for resisting officers. That 
led Sheriff’s Office supervisors 
to review the recordings, includ-
ing footage that raised concerns 
about Thorne’s actions, sheriff’s 
officials said. 

Soon after, Thorne left the 
job. State law prevents the coun-
ty from saying whether he re-
signed or was fired.

Sheriff Steve Freitas, re-
sponding through spokesman 
Crum, said his office “initiated 

the criminal investigation (into 
Thorne) and fully cooperated 
with investigators.” 

“Sheriff Freitas … accepts the 
decision of  the D.A.” to charge 
Thorne with felony assault, 
Crum said.

The case has led the Sheriff’s 
Office to change some of  its 
oversight practices. Supervisors 
are now required to review all 
incidents when deputies report 

Former officer jailed in assault
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Ex-deputy suspected of 
using excessive force on 
Boyes Hot Springs man
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

Trump: 
‘I think 
it was 
Russia’

President-elect Donald Trump 
on Wednesday conceded for the 
first time that Russia had carried 
out cyberattacks against the two 
major political parties during 
the presidential election, but he 
angrily rejected unsubstanti-
ated reports that Moscow had 
gathered salacious personal and 
financial information about him 
that could be used for extortion.

In a chaotic news conference 
in the lobby of  Trump Tower in 
Manhattan nine days before he 
is to be sworn in as the nation’s 
45th president, Trump com-
pared U.S. intelligence officials 
to Nazis, sidestepped repeated 
questions about whether he or 
anyone in his presidential cam-
paign had had contact with Rus-
sia during the campaign, and 

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

President-elect concedes 
cyberattacks, rejects  
unsubstantiated reports
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Donald Trump

Trump trust 
plan called 
inadequate

President-elect Donald 
Trump said Wednesday that he 
would place his vast business 
empire in a trust controlled by 
his two oldest sons and take oth-
er steps in an attempt to remove 
any suggestion of  a conflict of  
interest with his decisions as 
president. But he said he would 
not sell his holdings.

Hours later, the government’s 
top ethics monitor said the plan 
was wholly inadequate and 
would leave the president vul-
nerable to “suspicions of  cor-
ruption.”

The unusual public criticism 

By SUSANNE CRAIG  
AND ERIC LIPTON
NEW YORK TIMES
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A resident of Guerneville off River Road stands on a fence while tying a kayak to his property Wednesday. 

Russian River crests at 
highest level in 10 years

The Russian River surged to its highest level 
in a decade Wednesday and deepened flooding 
woes, while across the North Coast, crews in 
cities as well as rural areas scrambled to re-
open roads, clear toppled trees, restore power 

and bring normalcy back to a 
region battered by four days 
of  punishing winter storms.

The scene was a strange 
one in west Sonoma Coun-
ty, where the Russian River 
swelled alarmingly larger and 
more fiercely on an otherwise 
pleasant day marked by in-
termittent sunshine, bring-
ing scores of  people outside 
to witness the spectacle and 
shake off their storm daze.

“There’s a lot of  lookie-loos,” said Priscil-
la Rivera, 43, as she walked from her home on 
Armstrong Woods Road across the river to view 
the flooded Peewee Golf  & Arcade on Drake 
Road. “Of  course, everybody’s got cabin fever.”

Fueled by days of  torrential rainfall, includ-
ing Tuesday’s bigger-than-expected deluge, the 
river crested Wednesday afternoon just shy of  
38 feet — its highest mark since 2006, when its 

Residents assess damage, seek supplies as lookie-loos come out

TRACKING THE STORMS’ TOLL IN THE COUNTY

ABOUT 9 INCHES 
Total rainfall  
(Santa Rosa)

37.8 FEET 
Height at which  
Russian River crested  
Wednesday 

ABOUT 35
Roads closed in  
Sonoma County

1,900 
Evacuation orders 
issued in  
Sonoma County

By DEREK MOORE, MARY CALLAHAN 
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Gabrielle Sills walks out of a house, owned by Thomas Sullivan, that was damaged by a 
fallen tree Wednesday on Peoria Court in Santa Rosa.

INSIDE
 ■Guerneville 

residents banding 
together in flood’s 
aftermath / A3

 ■Delving into 
what’s behind all 
the water being 
brought by the 
‘Pineapple Ex-
press’ event / D1
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