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Profanity upends DACA talks

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Thursday 
balked at an immigration deal 
that would include protections 
for people from Haiti and some 

nations in Africa, demanding 
to know at a White House meet-
ing why he should accept im-
migrants from “shithole coun-
tries” rather than people from 
places like Norway, according to 
people with direct knowledge of  
the conversation.

Trump’s remarks, the latest 
example of  his penchant for ra-
cially tinged remarks denigrat-
ing immigrants, left members 
of  Congress from both parties 
attending the meeting in the 

Cabinet Room alarmed and 
mystified. He made them during 
a discussion of  an emerging bi-
partisan deal to give legal status 
to immigrants illegally brought 
to the United States as children, 
the people said, speaking on the 
condition of  anonymity to dis-
cuss the meeting.

When Trump heard that Hai-
tians were among those who 
would benefit from the proposed 
deal, he asked whether they 
could be left out of  the plan, 

asking, “Why do we want people 
from Haiti here?”

The comments were reminis-
cent of  ones the president made 
last year in an Oval Office meet-
ing with Cabinet officials and 
administration aides, during 
which he complained about ad-
mitting Haitians to the country, 
saying that they all had AIDS, as 
well as Nigerians, who he said 
would never go back to their 

Trump rebuked for calling 
Haiti, African nations 
‘shithole countries’
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Exit of Issa, Royce boon for Democrats

The announced retirement 
this week of  two highly endan-
gered Southern California con-
gressmen, Republicans Darrell 
Issa and Ed Royce, could signal 
something larger. If  a Democrat-
ic wave is building, the swell may 
be gathering off the Pacific Coast.

California always stood at the 
center of  this year’s fight for 

control of  the 
House. Demo-
crats, in the mi-
nority for most 
of  the decade, 
need 24 seats 
to seize control 
in November. 
More than half  
a dozen of  their 
top targets 
are in California, including the 
seats held by Issa and Royce.

Significantly, their districts 
— filled with well-educated 
suburbanites, social moderates, 
aspiring immigrants and their 
millennial offspring — are the 

very embod-
iment of  the 
year’s election 
battleground; 
not just in Cal-
ifornia, but in 
Arizona, Min-
nesota, New 
Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Texas 
and Washing-

ton state.
Some may be put off by Pres-

ident Donald Trump’s strident 
language on immigration and 
his pugilistic tweeting. Others 
stand to lose under the Republi-
can tax bill, which limits deduc-

tions for mortgage interest and 
state and local taxes.

Issa, who barely won re-elec-
tion 14 months ago, was perhaps 
the most vulnerable Republican 
congressman in the country, 
so his departure doesn’t much 
change the calculation for Dem-
ocrats, who all but took his oust-
er for granted.

“I am forever grateful to the 
people of  San Diego, Orange and 
Riverside counties for their sup-
port and affording me the honor 
of  serving them all these years,” 
the Vista lawmaker, first elected 

By MARK Z. BARABAK
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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California could be key 
to control of Congress as 
GOP incumbents quiver
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The 5.4-acre vacant lot next to Santa Rosa’s Railroad Square train station was slated to be developed after being sold in August 2017 to ROEM 
Development Corp. of Santa Clara for $5.75 million. The project of several hundred residential units is now in limbo.

Housing site sale flops
SMART PROJECT » Developer backs away from mixed-use  
development with affordable units in SR’s Railroad Square Final 

hazard  
map 
delayed

State regulators moved 
Thursday to extend the deadline 
for a long-awaited blueprint that 
will identify areas at high risk 
of  wildfires and guide electric 
companies in public safety pre-
cautions for years to come. 

The California Public Utilities 
Commission took little time in 
its regular monthly voting meet-
ing to unanimously postpone fi-
nalizing a fire-threat map that 
will be used to implement strict-
er rules for high-hazard zones 
that it previously adopted in 
December. The detailed layout 
was projected before the end of  
2017, and due no later than next 
Sunday, but it became clear to 
commission staff it would miss 
hitting that target because of  
the complexities of  taking and 
applying feedback from multi-
ple stakeholder groups.

The new cutoff allows the 
map to be completed by July 14, 
though adoption is still expected 
sometime in early 2018.

Commissioner Michael Pick-
er, president of  the five-member 
panel, said the final map will be 
available early next month, at 
the latest, prioritizing specific 

A developer has walked away from the most 
eagerly anticipated new housing project in San-
ta Rosa, a major setback in the city’s bid to add 
hundreds of  badly needed apartments beside the 
downtown train station. 

The decision by the Santa Clara-based ROEM 
not to move forward with the project was a blow 
for Santa Rosa and Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit officials, who had high hopes for swift 
construction of  the $70 million mixed-use devel-
opment. 

It also triggered a round of  finger-pointing over 

who was responsible for the collapse of  the deal, 
with SMART officials saying the developer wasn’t 
serious and the developer calling the SMART 
board unreasonable. 

“It’s a huge disappointment,” Santa Rosa May-
or Chris Coursey said, noting that the project had 
been under consideration since mid-2016. “That’s 
two and half  years that’s been lost on a very dear-
ly needed project in Santa Rosa.” 

SMART owns the vacant 5.4-acre property in 
Railroad Square just west of  the downtown rail 
station. For years, the site and neighboring former 
cannery property have been eyed for a mixed-use 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO SMART » PAGE A2

State utility commission 
says it needs more time 
to plot highest-risk areas
BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SMART’S RAILROAD 
SQUARE PROJECT
The property: 5.4 acres in 
Santa Rosa’s Railroad Square 
owned by Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit
The proposal: Santa Clara-
based ROEM’s mixed-use 
development plan sought to 
build 268 units of market-rate 
and affordable housing, retail 
spaces focused on food and 
wine, and a public plaza
Develpment’s cost: $70 million
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