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Vegetation surrounds the property and structure where a man shot and killed his young son and the boy’s mother before killing himself Thursday 
outside of Willits. The property owner watches, far right, from behind a car next to the 1,000-square-foot home where the bodies were found.

Victims of murder, 
suicide identified

Authorities: Father shot family before turning gun on himself

Town in 
shock over  
lost officer

DAVIS — Natalie Corona was 
a rising star in her police depart-
ment with a sparkling smile and 
a huge heart who had followed 
in her father’s footsteps and be-
came an officer, 
fulfilling a life-
long dream just 
a few months 
ago when her 
dad pinned the 
badge on her 
uniform.

On Friday, 
her father and 
a stunned com-
munity mourn-
ed the 22-year-old who was 
shot and killed on duty while 
responding to a multivehicle 
crash in the small college town 
of  Davis. 

“She’s the cop that any com-
munity would want,” said Lt. 
Paul Doroshov, a spokesman 
for the Davis Police Depart-
ment. “Everybody who met her 

A man shot to death his young son 
and the boy’s mother before killing 
himself  with the same rifle Thurs-

day at an isolated, run-down property sev-
eral miles northeast of  Willits, Mendocino 
County authorities said Friday.

Sheriff’s officials said the gunman had 
been in a troubled relationship with the fe-
male victim, who returned several months 
ago with her son to the Willits area. The 
woman and boy lived on the property in 
the 5000 block of  Hearst Willits Road where 
they were killed, sheriff’s officials said. 

The victims were identified as Krissy 
Lynn Orbon, 32, originally from Michigan, 
and her 8-year-old son, Damian Michael 
Wilkins, according to the Sheriff’s Office. 

The gunman’s name has not been re-
leased because his family have not been no-
tified, the Sheriff’s Office said. 

“The romantic status between the moth-
er and father was inconsistent and at the 
time of their deaths we believe they were 
not together,” Capt. Greg Van Patten of  the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office said. 
“We think their relationship ended about a 
month ago.”

The Sheriff’s Office did not say how many 
shots had been fired in the slayings or where 
the victims were struck. All three bodies 
were found inside a house on the property. 

The Sheriff’s Office had not had contact 
with either of  the adults over the past eight 

years, and learned of  their relationship from 
someone who knew them, Van Patten said.

“There is nothing documented with our 
office as far as prior domestic abuse reports 
dating back to 2011 but that does not mean 
other jurisdictions did not know something 
about this couple,” Van Patten said.

The property, located 4 miles outside Wil-

lits city limits, is in a lightly populated rural 
area with locked gates on most driveways. 
Many homes are not visible from the road. 

A neighbor said he was casually acquaint-
ed with the owner of  the property where the 
slayings occurred as well as with a man who 
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The Gateway to Willits on Highway 20 and Highway 101. Remote areas near the town can be 
isolating for victims of domestic abuse, counselors say. 

Natalie  
Corona

Donald Trump

Trump 
shelves 
threat 
for now

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has stepped 
back from declaring a national 
emergency to pay for a border 
wall, under pressure from con-
gressional Republicans and his 
own lawyers and advisers, who 
say using it as a way out of  the 
government shutdown does not 
justify the precedent it would 
set and the le-
gal questions it 
could raise.

“If  today the 
national emer-
gency is border 
security, to-
morrow the national emergency 
might be climate change,” Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Florida, one of  
the idea’s critics, said this week. 
Another Republican, Sen. Mitt 
Romney of  Utah, told an inter-
viewer that declaring a national 
emergency should be reserved 
for “the most extreme circum-
stances.”

Trump, who according to aides 
has grown increasingly frustrat-
ed over the refusal of  Democrats 
to bend and sees the shutdown as 
a road with no off-ramp in sight, 

President says he likely 
won’t declare national 
emergency to fund wall
By ANNIE KARNI  
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Flu cases on rise in Sonoma County

The number of  flu cases in Sonoma 
County and across the nation is on the 
rise, with some of  the most susceptible 
to catching and spreading the bug — hol-
iday travelers — settling back into school 
and work, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Medical professionals in the North Bay 
area said the weekly influenza reports 
published in coordination with the CDC 
showed rising numbers of  flu cases as 
the season progresses. 

Up to 84,000 people have been hospi-
talized in the period from Oct. 1 through 

Jan. 5, the CDC reported.
“Week by week we’re seeing a steady 

rise of  influenza A,” said Dr. Gary Green, 
head of  infectious disease at Kaiser San-
ta Rosa Medical Center.

Local public health and hospital offi-
cials could not provide data this week 
that illustrated the trend. 

State authorities have reported  
52 influenza-related deaths and at least 
eight separate outbreaks across Califor-
nia since the end of  September, when the 
official flu season began.

So far, no outbreaks have been report-
ed in residential care facilities in Sono-
ma County, which care for an especially 
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Medical assistant Nicole Goff gives a flu shot to  
Jennifer Flores at the Southwest Community Health 
Center Airway Campus on Wednesday.  
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