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County to pay $1.25M to settle Taser suit
Forestville man shot 23 times
with Taser while being booked
by deputies after DUI arrest

The settlement reached with Esa
Wroth, 29, may be the largest police brutality payout ever from a county law enforcement agency to a person who did
not die of his injuries, said Wroth’s lawyer, Izaak Schwaiger.
In his struggle with correctional deputies, Wroth suffered torn shoulder blade
muscles, permanent nerve damage to his
wrists, and head trauma from direct Taser applications, Schwaiger said. He also
has lasting psychological issues from
his encounter, which was captured on a
29-minute videotape.
“You can’t get through anything that

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County supervisors Tuesday
agreed to pay $1.25 million to settle an
excessive force lawsuit from a Forestville man who was shot 23 times with a
Taser while being booked into the jail on
drunken-driving charges.

terrifying and not have scars,” Schwaiger
said. “He’s fortunate not to have been
killed.”
Wroth said he was happy with the settlement. He called it an important step
toward “accountability for the violence
that happens in this county.”
“A year ago I was looking at serious
jail time,” Wroth said. “Now, for the exact same case, they are giving me over a
million dollars.”
Supervisors finalized the settlement
Tuesday by a unanimous vote, said Josh
Myers, deputy county counsel. County
officials admitted no liability and Wroth

agreed to drop all claims against the
Sheriff’s Office and individual deputies
named in his suit, he said.
Sheriff’s spokeswoman Cecile Focha
said it was an isolated incident. However, she said, it brought about procedural
changes in the jail.
Jail supervisors received training on
tactical decision-making and deputies
have been given additional equipment
for restraining suspects during booking,
Focha said.
“Ultimately, what we really want with
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Evans
enters
District 5
contest
Former state senator’s
decision comes 5 weeks
after move to west county
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Former state Sen. Noreen
Evans has entered the race for
5th District Sonoma County supervisor, a highly anticipated
move by a political heavyweight
vying for the west county seat
held by Efren Carrillo.
Evans, 60, who last month
moved into the district, to Sebastopol — and out of her home
in eastern Santa Rosa — is the
second candidate to enter the
race, with Carrillo still declining to say publicly whether or
not he plans to run.
Evans’ move comes after
she chose in early 2014 not to
seek re-election to the state
Senate, where she represented
the North Coast for four years.
Previously, she served six years
in the Assembly before being
termed out.
In leaving the Legislature,

EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Barack Obama delivers his State of the Union address Tuesday before a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington.

President cites America’s strength, warns against election-year cynicism
By JULIE PACE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Eyeing the end
of his presidency, Barack Obama
urged Americans on Tuesday night
to rekindle their belief in the promise of change that first carried him to
the White House, declaring that the
country must not allow election-year
fear and division to put economic and
security progress at risk.
“All the talk of America’s economic decline is political hot air,” Obama
said in his final State of the Union ad-

dress. “So is all the rhetoric you hear
about our enemies getting stronger
and America getting weaker.”
“The United States of America is
the most powerful nation on Earth.
Period. It’s not even close,” he said.
The president’s address to lawmakers and a prime-time television audience was meant to both shape his legacy and put his imprint squarely on
the race to succeed him. He defended
his record — and implicitly urged the
public to elect another Democratic president to build on it — but acknowledged the persistent anxieties

of Americans who feel shut out of a
changing economy or at risk from an
evolving terror threat.
While Obama did not directly call
out Republicans, he sharply, and at
times sarcastically, struck back at
rivals who have challenged his economic and national security stewardship.
In one of his most pointed swipes
at the GOP candidates running to
succeed him, Obama warned against
“voices urging us to fall back into
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Security guard on rounds
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Educators: Lottery boost small, but welcome
County’s schools get 1% to 1.5%
of their budgets from ticket sales
By JEREMY HAY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

About 37 cents of every dollar spent in
California to help raise what on Tuesday
was a $1.5 billion Powerball jackpot will go
to the state’s public schools, including community colleges.
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While that may sound like a big number,
the schools’ share of the Powerball revenue
is but a rounding error in the state’s proposed $71.6 billion in education spending
over the next fiscal year.
Still, the current Powerball prize is so immense that the contribution from the California Lottery, which includes Powerball,
Scratchers and other games, may well surpass the lottery’s $1.39 billion contribution
last year to schools, including 6.2 million
K-12 students.
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INSIDE: Residents of 6 non-Powerball states
go to great lengths to secure tickets / A7

In the past week alone, more than
$220 million in Powerball tickets were sold
in the state, equating to about $81 million for
schools.
For comparison, Santa Rosa City Schools,
Sonoma County’s largest district, with
16,700 students, has a current budget of
TURN TO LOTTERY » PAGE A7
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Warm up your home with HOT DEALS ON GORGEOUS NEW FLOORS!
Varieties

N. American
& European

Laminates

49¢
from

sq.ft.

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. Odd lots sold as is.

200+ Varieties
Prefinished
Hardwood

99¢
from

sq.ft.

30+ Varieties

Prefinished
Bamboo

from

1.49

$

sq.ft.

NEW! 20%

Wood-Look
Tile package

OFF

with grout purchase

COUPON CODE: TILE20

in-store ONLY

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

Santa Rosa, CA • (707) 324-3630
Albany, CA • (510) 292-4052
San Francisco, CA • (415) 373-0100
Fairfield, CA • (707) 439-8500
Pacheco, CA • (925) 231-1059
On purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from January 13-19, 2016.
*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

18 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING*

