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BOUNCING BACK: Alyiah 
Shields finds home  
coaching soccer at Santa 
Rosa High after series of 
injuries sidelined her. / C1

INSIDE

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Mara and Nick Palmer play Uno on Thursday with their children, Zoey, 9, left, and Emery, 7, at their home in Ukiah. The family rented a home in 
Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood, but it was destroyed by the Tubbs fire. They moved to Ukiah, where home prices were more affordable.

Fires spur exodus as 
many won’t rebuild

MOVING ON » More than 2,200 residents have left county since  
2017 blazes, the largest population decline seen by any county in state

Peter Gerien, a 77-year-old New York-
er born and raised in Queens, moved 
to Santa Rosa with his wife and 

young son 26 years ago. He hoped to stay 
forever. But after his Fountaingrove home 
burned in the Tubbs fire, he eventually 
moved to Naples, Florida, where starting 
over wouldn’t be so difficult. 

Mara Palmer, originally from Concord, 
came to Sonoma County 19 years ago with 
her then-husband and new baby. They 
rented a house on a vineyard, the perfect 
start to a long love affair with the area. It 
would end in Coffey Park, where flames 
destroyed her rental home. Palmer moved 
to Ukiah, where home prices were less of  a 
drain on her family’s income. 

“The rents were just skyrocketing,” 
Palmer, 49 said of  the housing market af-
ter the 2017 firestorm. “There was just no 
way. We didn’t have insurance, and there 
was no help paying for living expenses 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sandi and David Cavanaugh pause Friday between two trees on their property that still bear 
burn marks from the Tubbs fire, which destroyed their home in Santa Rosa.

NFL DIVISIONAL ROUND » Chiefs and 
Rams advance, await opponents 
for conference championships.  C1

SAVING THE PLANET » Activist 
Binah recruits artists to combat 
offshore oil drilling in Pacific.   D1

EYEING 2020 » Democratic 
lawmakers and party members 
meet in SR to discuss future.   A3
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W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

Historic 
plan for 
private 
care

WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of  Veterans Affairs 
is preparing to shift billions of  
dollars from government-run 
veterans’ hospitals to private 
health care providers, setting 
the stage for the biggest trans-
formation of  the veterans’ medi-
cal system in a generation.

Under proposed guidelines, 
it would be easier for veterans 
to receive care in privately run 
hospitals and have the govern-
ment pay for it. Veterans also 
would be allowed access to a 
system of  proposed walk-in 
clinics, which would serve as a 
bridge between VA emergency 
rooms and private providers, 
and would require copays for 
treatment.

Veterans’ hospitals, which 
treat 7 million patients annual-
ly, have struggled to see patients 
on time in recent years, hit by a 
double crush of  returning Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans and 
aging Vietnam veterans. A scan-
dal over hidden waiting lists in 
2014 sent Congress searching 
for fixes, and in the years since, 

Department would shift 
billions of dollars from 
VA to hospitals, clinics
By JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
AND DAVE PHILIPPS
NEW YORK TIMES
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VETERANS AFFAIRS

SR Diocese names sex abusers

Santa Rosa Bishop Robert  
F. Vasa on Saturday revealed the 
names of  39 priests and deacons 
who church leaders say commit-
ted child sexual abuse or were 
credibly accused of  such crimes, 
a disclosure that marks the most 

comprehensive acknowledgment 
of  the decadeslong scope of  the  
clergy abuse scandal for the local 
Catholic church.

The list made public to about 
140,000 members of  the Santa 
Rosa Diocese as well as the me-
dia includes many names long 
known from high-profile molesta-
tion cases as well as several pre-
viously unknown, most of  them 
accused of  offenses committed 
several decades ago. 

At least 25 of  those on the list 
are deceased, including three of  
four men named for the first time 

who had claims raised against 
them as part of  their service for 
the diocese, which spanned from 
the early 1960s until at least the 
early 1980s. 

None of  those named are serv-
ing in public ministry in the dio-
cese, Vasa said in the North Coast 
Catholic newspaper, published 
Saturday along with a long-
planned news release.

Fourteen people on the list 
served in the local diocese at 
some point but had accusations 

39, including 25 deceased, 
listed by church shows  
scope of molestation cases
By MARY CALLAHAN  
AND GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Rev. Robert 
Vasa closes his 
eyes in prayer 
during Mass at 
the Cathedral 
of St. Eugene 
in Santa Rosa. 
Vasa released 
a list of names 
of leaders who 
have been  
accused of 
sexual abuse.

BETH SCHLANKER  
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 
2011INSIDE See the full list of the 39 priests and deacons / A10

CASH FOR GOLD, SILVER, COINS,
DIAMONDS, WATCHES & FINE JEWELRY

See our full page ad in today’s paper! License #4905-1146

DAYS
ONLY!

MONTGOMERY ESTATE BUYERS
1-800-418-6810

Flamingo Conference
Resort and Spa
2777 4th Street . Santa Rosa, CA 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM SAT & SUN

9:30 AM - 6:00 PM MON, TUES, WED

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH
THRU WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH


