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WARRIORS’ STREAK
EXTENDS TO SEVEN
Stephen Curry led the attack
with 27 points and 11 assists
in win over Utah Jazz Sports

County library adds touch-screen computers as fun way to engage kids Empire

WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2015

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

Climbers 400 feet from El Capitan peak
The eyes of the world are on
SR’s Jorgeson and partner as
they hope to finish ascent
By PHIL BARBER
and MATT BROWN
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

YOSEMITE
VALLEY
—
There’s nowhere in the world
quite like Yosemite National
Park. Even the litter is distinct.
Strewn in El Capitan Meadow
on Tuesday, at the base of the
world’s largest granite mono-

lith, were a couple of forlorn
business cards, one for an ABC
News producer out of Los Angeles and the other a CBS correspondent from San Francisco.
For better or worse, the world
— or at least its information purveyors — is coming to Yosemite.
Kevin Jorgeson and Tommy
Caldwell went to bed Tuesday
night perched about 400 feet
from the summit of 3,000-foot El
Cap. On Wednesday they hope to
complete their climb up the face
of the Dawn Wall, a diabolical
route that has never before been

free climbed, meaning never
climbed while using ropes and
pins only for safety.
“This is a sea shift,” John
Long, a renowned climber and
author
of
mountaineering
books, said in the gathering
chill of the meadow just after
sundown Tuesday. “There are
a lot of unprecedented things
happening in this. One, nobody’s spent 17 days trying to
free climb. Or how about the
eight years Tommy Caldwell
(has worked on the Dawn Wall),

Kevin
Jorgeson, left,
and Tommy
Caldwell are
expected
to complete
their climb
to the top of
El Capitan’s
Dawn Wall
today at
Yosemite.
ANDY MANN /
3 Strings Productions
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ROHNERT PARK: After five-year battle and lengthy final hearing,
City Council denies appeals to plans for 172,000-square-foot supercenter

Wal-Mart to expand
Petaluma’s Lagunitas Brewing Co.
is dropping its suit against Sierra
Nevada Brewing Co., alleging the
brewery’s Hop Hunter IPA label,
left, infringes upon its trademarks.

Lagunitas
files suit
over label,
backs off
Petaluma brewery’s owner
claimed Sierra Nevada’s logo
for new IPA was too similar
By BILL SWINDELL
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Rohnert Park residents approach the entrance to Wal-Mart on Tuesday in Rohnert Park. The City Council voted 4-1 to deny two appeals
of the Planning Commission’s August decision approving the retailer’s expansion project.
By KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS DE MO C RAT

Wal-Mart won its five-year
battle to expand its Rohnert
Park store into a supercenter following a lengthy and
passionate hearing Tuesday
where supporters and critics
painted starkly different portraits of the world’s largest
retailer and predictions about
the impacts for the community.
The City Council voted 4-1 to
deny two appeals of the Planning Commission’s August decision approving the project.
Councilman Jake Mackenzie,
who cast the lone vote against
the project in 2010, was the sole

“no” vote again.
“This is not an easy decision.
This is not an easy vote,” Mayor Amy Ahanotu said. “But I
hope that at the end of the day
that our community will come
together and will see … that it
was the right thing to do.”
The vote came following an
at-times carnival atmosphere
at City Hall, with a band playing outside and various environmental, labor and social
equity groups handing out
cookies and literature outlining their opposition to the
project.
It was a standing-room-only crowd inside the chambers.
Supporters wearing “WalTURN TO WAL-MART, PAGE A5

During a small protest outside the Rohnert Park City Hall on
Tuesday, the Hubbub Club band march in protest of the proposed
expansion of Wal-Mart in Rohnert Park.

Petaluma-based
Lagunitas
Brewing Co. sued rival Sierra
Nevada Brewing Co. over alleged trademark infringement
on its new Hop Hunter IPA label, but then quickly backed
away late Tuesday from a legal
battle between two of the nation’s biggest craft brewers in
an industry noted more for its
collegiality than for litigation.
In a suit filed Monday in U.S.
District Court, Lagunitas owner
Tony Magee argued Sierra Nevada’s design for its Hop Hunter
India Pale Ale — which features
“IPA” in large, bold, black capital letters — is too similar to the
design for his Lagunitas IPA label.
But late Tuesday night, a series of tweets posted on Magee’s
Twitter account said the suit
TURN TO LAGUNITAS, PAGE A5

INSIDE
IMPROVING SECURITY
ONLINE: President Obama

French paper’s new cover ignites fears
As Charlie Hebdo prints
new issue, concerns grow
over reprisals and free speech
By DAN BILEFSKY
NEW YORK TI ME S

PARIS — Immediately upon
unveiling its new cover — a depiction of Muhammad — the
French satirical newspaper
Charlie Hebdo on Tuesday
re-enflamed the debate pitting
free speech against religious

sensitivities that has embroiled
Europe since 12 people were
killed during an attack on its
Paris offices by Muslim extremists a week ago.
The cover shows the bearded prophet shedding a tear and
holding up a sign saying, “I am
Charlie,” the rallying cry that
has become synonymous with
support of the newspaper and
free expression. Above the cartoon on a green background is
the headline: “All is forgiven.”
While surviving staff mem-

bers, at an emotional news conference, described their choice
of cover as a show of forgiveness, most Muslims consider
any depiction of their prophet
to be blasphemous. Moreover,
interpretations quickly swirled
around the Internet that the
cartoon also contained disguised crudity.
One of Egypt’s highest Islamic authorities warned that the
cartoon would exacerbate tensions between the secular West
and observant Muslims, while

death threats circulated online
against staff members.
A preacher, Anjem Choudary,
the former leader of a radical
group that was banned in Britain, was quoted by a British
newspaper, The Independent, as
saying that the image was “an
act of war” that would be punishable by death if judged in a
Shariah court.
Beyond new threats — and the
potential for more violence after
a week in which both mosques
TURN TO FRANCE, PAGE A4

calls on Congress to pass
broader legislation to boost
cybersecurity / A3
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