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Gov. David Ige

Alert
spreads
panic in
Hawaii

Half-century oil battle
rekindled by Trump

Human error blamed for
missile attack message;
governor apologizes
By ADAM NAGOURNEY
AND DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES

An early-morning emergency
alert mistakenly warning of an
incoming ballistic missile attack
was dispatched to cellphones
across Hawaii on Saturday, setting off widespread panic in a
state that was already on edge
because of escalating tensions
between the United States and
North Korea.
The alert, sent by the Hawaii
Emergency Management Agency, was revoked nearly 40 minutes
after it was issued, prompting
confusion over why it was released — and why it took so long
to rescind. State officials and residents of a normally tranquil part
of the Pacific, as well as tourists
swept up in the panic, immediately expressed outrage.
“What happened today was totally unacceptable,” said Gov. David Ige. “Many in our community
were deeply affected by this. I am
sorry for that pain and confusion
that anyone might have experienced.”
Officials said the alert was the
result of human error and not
the work of hackers or a foreign
government. The mistake occurred during a shift-change drill
that takes place three times a day
at the emergency command post,
according to Richard Rapoza, a
spokesman for the agency.
“Someone clicked the wrong
thing on the computer,” he said.
State officials said that the
agency and the governor began
posting notices on Facebook and
Twitter announcing the mistake,
but that a flaw in the alert system
delayed sending out a cellphone
correction. As a result, they said
a “cancellation template” would
be created to make it easier to
fix mistaken alerts. A new procedure was instituted Saturday
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Max Dumstorff takes a hike Friday after the fog dissipates along the Sonoma County coastline near Goat Rock State Beach. The Trump
administration has renewed the prospect of offshore oil drilling along the Pacific coast, which includes Sonoma and Mendocino county waters.

State, county officials line up to fight proposal to open up shorelines
Interior
Secretary Ryan
Zinke’s
proposal to sell
oil and natural
gas development rights
includes the
Stengel Falls
area in The Sea
Ranch, off the
Sonoma Coast.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

R

eviving a half-century battle over
offshore oil drilling in California,
the Trump administration’s blanket
approach to a bedrock environmental
issue has put a bulwark against oil wells
off the North Coast in jeopardy.
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s proposal to sell oil and natural gas development
rights in every ocean that touches the
United States includes Sonoma and Mendocino county waters — a coastal region
that has just 5 percent of the nation’s
untapped offshore oil reserves.
The plan to open 90 percent of the
country’s 1.7 billion offshore acres to
oil exploration and drilling aroused
widespread opposition from governors,
senators, state and local officials and environmentalists, who became increasingly angry after Zinke this week exempted
Florida from the plan for what appeared
to be a political consideration.
In California, a state estranged from
expanded offshore oil extraction since
the calamitous Santa Barbara oil spill
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“It doesn’t make sense when you have
a clean-coast economy.”
RICHARD CHARTER, anti-drilling advocate about the economic value of tourism, fishing
and other coastal industries estimated at $40 billion
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Brown to scale down tunnels project
$17B Delta plan to be reduced
to 1 conduit at half the cost;
environmentalists still wary
By PAUL ROGERS
MERCURY NEWS
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A sign near Freeport opposes the proposal to ship
water through tunnels under the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta to Southern California.

Faced with a shortage of money and
political support after seven years of
work, Gov. Jerry Brown’s administration
is working on a plan to scale back one of
his key legacy projects — a $17 billion
proposal to build two massive tunnels
under the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta to make it easier to move water
from Northern California to the south.
Instead of two tunnels, each 40 feet

high and 35 miles long, Brown’s Department of Water Resources has been negotiating with major California water agencies in recent weeks on a revised plan
to build just one tunnel at slightly more
than half the cost of the original project.
The new plan reflects the reality that
Brown has only one year remaining in
office and that the original project has
failed to win enough financial backing
from water agencies around California that Brown was asking to pay for
construction.
The new approach — a huge shift in
the often-intractable world of California’s
water politics that has implications on
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