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Shutdown solution still elusive

WASHINGTON — A Repub-
lican lawmaker advising Pres-
ident Donald Trump said he is 
encouraging the president to re-
open the government for several 
weeks to continue negotiating 
with Democrats over funding 
for a U.S.-Mexico border wall 

before the president takes the 
more drastic step of  declaring a 
national emergency.

But that may be wishful 
thinking, given that Sen. Lind-
sey Graham also says Trump 
still wants to reach a deal for the 
wall before agreeing to reopen 
shuttered government depart-
ments. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
a leading Democratic negotia-
tor, insists that Trump reopen 
the government first.

The weeks-old standoff over 
funding led to the partial gov-

ernment shutdown that hit day 
23 on Sunday without an end in 
sight.

“Before he pulls the plug on 
the legislative option, and I think 
we’re almost there, I would urge 
him to open up the government 
for a short period of  time, like 
three weeks, before he pulls the 
plug, see if  we can get a deal,” 
said Graham, a South Carolina 
Republican. “If  we can’t at the 
end of  three weeks, all bets are 
off.”

“See if  he can do it by himself  
through the emergency powers. 

That’s my recommen-
dation,” added Gra-
ham, who has publicly 
pushed Trump to use 
his authority to declare 
a national emergency 
to build the wall. Such a 
step would allow Trump 
to bypass Congress and 
tap various pots of  un-
spent federal money, 
including for military construc-
tion and disaster relief  and from 
asset seized by law enforcement, 
to pay for the wall.

Trump has kept Washington 

on edge over whether he 
would resort to such a 
declaration, citing what 
he says is a “crisis” of  
drug smuggling and the 
trafficking of  women 
and children at the bor-
der. 

The president initial-
ly sounded as though 
such a move was immi-

nent, but then pulled back. 
He has said several times 

since he first mentioned the 

GOP lawmaker tries
to coax Trump to reopen 
government briefly
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Online 
prices 
hard  
to grasp

WASHINGTON — Vander-
bilt University Medical Center, 
responding to a new Trump 
administration order to begin 
posting all hospital prices, listed 
a charge of  $42,569 for a cardiol-
ogy procedure described as “HC 
PTC CLOS PAT DUCT ART.”

Baptist Health in Miami help-
fully told consumers that an 
“Embolza Protect 5.5” would 
cost them $9,818 while a “Vis-
ceral selective angio rad” runs a 
mere $5,538.

On Jan. 1, hospitals began 
complying with a Trump ad-
ministration order to post list 
prices for all their services, the-
oretically offering consumers 
transparency and choice and 
forcing health care providers 
into price competition.

It’s turning into a fiasco.
“This policy is a tiny step 

forward, but falls far short of  
what’s needed,” said Jeanne 
Pinder, founder and chief  exec-
utive of  Clear Health Costs, a 
consumer health research or-
ganization. “The posted prices 
are fanciful, inflated, difficult 
to decode and inconsistent, so 
it’s hard to see how an average 
person would find them useful.”

The data, posted online in 
spreadsheets for thousands of  
procedures, is incomprehen-
sible and unusable by patients 
— a hodgepodge of  numbers 

While hospitals now list 
their costs, deciphering 
them is no easy matter 
By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Ocasio-Cortez pushes Democrats to the left, like it or not

WASHINGTON — Not so long ago, 
left-wing activists were dismissed 
as fringe or even kooky when they 
pressed for proposals to tax the su-
per-rich at 70 percent, to produce all 
of  America’s power through renew-
able resources or to abolish Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement.

Then along came Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez — and her social-media 
megaphone.

In the two months since her elec-
tion, Ocasio-Cortez has had the un-
canny ability for a first-term member 
of  Congress to push the debate inside 

the Democratic Party sharply to the 
left, forcing party leaders and 2020 
presidential candidates to grapple 
with issues that some might other-
wise prefer to avoid.

The potential Democratic field in 
2020 is already being quizzed about 
her (Sen. Kamala Harris praised her 
on “The View”), emulating her digital 
tactics (Sen. Elizabeth Warren held 
an Instagram chat in her kitchen that 
looked much like one of  Ocasio-Cor-
tez’s sessions) and embracing some of  
her causes.

Warren and Sen. Cory Booker, 
among others, have recently endorsed 
the idea of  a “Green New Deal,” a call 
to reimagine an environment-first 

economy that would phase out fossil 
fuels. Ocasio-Cortez thrust that issue 
into the national dialogue after she 
joined a sit-in protest in the office of  
then-incoming House speaker, Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi, in one of  her first, rebel-
lious acts in Washington.

Her rise has stirred a backlash 
among some congressional Demo-
crats, who are seeking to constrain 
her anti-establishment streak and 
fear her more radical ideas could tar 
the party as socialist.

Back home in New York, she has 
stoked opposition to a deal with Ama-
zon to set up offices in Queens, putting 

SARAH SILBIGER / NEW YORK TIMES

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-New York, has forced 
party leaders and 2020 presidential candidates to 
grapple with progressive proposals that some might 
prefer to avoid.

BY SHANE GOLDMACHER
NEW YORK TIMES
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El Molino High School principal Matt Dunkle, center, jokes with a group of students during lunch period in Forestville on Wednesday. The West 
Sonoma County Union High School District has changed its intradistrict transfer policies to comply with state codes. 

Can El Molino make it?
FORESTVILLE » High school that has faced loss of hundreds of students 
in recent years faces new policy that will allow more to transfer out

It’s now easier for students to transfer 
between high schools in west county, 
after the school district changed its 

rules to meet state school enrollment 
regulations.

Although some students, parents and 
educators welcomed the change, others 
raised concerns over the future of  El Moli-
no High School, which has struggled over 
the years to maintain enrollment.  

As long as they meet a Jan. 31 deadline, 

students no longer have to prove they’re 
being bullied, moving into a new neigh-
borhood, or facing verifiable hardships 
to transfer between Analy and El Molino 
high schools. 

The new intradistrict transfer poli-
cy removes those requirements. It was 
approved last month by the West Sonoma 
County Union High School District board 
after the district discovered the previous 
policy violated a state code on school en-
rollment that went into effect three years 
ago. 

“The updates provide for students resid-

ing in the district to attend any school in 
the district when there is space available 
at that school,” Superintendent Toni Beal 
wrote in an email.

El Molino is at about half  its 1,150-stu-
dent capacity. Some residents worry the 
new policy will pave way for more stu-
dents to leave the Forestville school for 
Sebastopol’s Analy High School, which 
has nearly double the number of  students.

The two schools have competed over 
students and resources over the years.  

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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