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Pruitt opposed federal
policies as Oklahoma
attorney general
By ERIC LIPTON
AND CORAL DAVENPORT
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — A legal
fight to clean up tons of chicken
manure fouling the waters of
Oklahoma’s bucolic northeastern corner — much of it from
neighboring Arkansas — was
in full swing six years ago when
conservative lawyer Scott Pruitt
took office as Oklahoma’s attorney general.
His response: Put on the
brakes.
Rather than push for a federal
judge to punish
the companies
by extracting
perhaps tens of
millions of dollars in damages, Oklahoma’s
new chief law
enforcement officer quietly neScott
gotiated a deal
Pruitt
to simply study
If confirmed,
the
problem
Donald Trump’s
further.
nominee to lead
The
move
the EPA is likely
came after he
to halt Barack
Obama’s environ- had taken tens
of
thousands
mental enforceof dollars in
ment efforts.
campaign contributions from executives and
lawyers for the poultry industry.
It was one of a series of instances in which Pruitt put cooperation with industry before
confrontation as he sought to
blunt the impact of federal environmental policies in his state
— against oil, gas, agriculture
and other interests. His antipathy to federal regulation — he
sued the Environmental Protection Agency 14 times — in many
ways defined his tenure as Oklahoma's attorney general.
Now, Pruitt, tapped to head
Donald Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency, will have
the opportunity to engineer a
radical shift in Washington. If
confirmed by the Senate, he is
expected to shelve the Obama
administration’s aggressive environmental enforcement and
embrace a more collaborative
approach with the industries
that the agency is charged with
policing, many of which have
helped him advance his political
career.
The impact would stretch
from the nation’s waterways to
TURN TO EPA » PAGE A2
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PREPARING THE CAPITOL: Construction progresses in December on the platform in preparation for the inauguration and swearing-in ceremonies for President-elect
Donald Trump on the Capitol steps in Washington. Trump will be sworn in as president on Friday.
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TRUMP SUPPORTER: Dean
Zellers, a backer of Donald Trump
for president, will be attending the
inauguration in Washington, D.C.,
with his son, Bailey.
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TRUMP OPPONENT: Amy Robinson
will travel to Washington, D.C., with
her daughter, Vinca Schaefer, and
mother Kate Robinson to join in the
Women’s March on Saturday.

State putting its energy into battery storage
By DIANE CARDWELL
AND CLIFFORD KRAUSS
NEW YORK TIMES

COLEY BROWN / NEW YORK TIMES

A worker finishes concrete at a battery facility in Escondido designed to
even out daily energy supply fluctuations in the state.
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ESCONDIDO — In Southern
California in fall 2015, a giant
natural gas leak not only caused
one of the worst environmental
disasters in the nation’s history, it also knocked out a critical
fuel source for regional power
plants.
Energy regulators needed a
quick fix.
But rather than sticking with
gas, they turned to a technology more closely associated with
flashlights: batteries. They freed

up the utilities to start installing
batteries — lots of them.
It is a solution that’s audacious and risky. The idea is that
the batteries can store electricity during daylight hours (when
the state’s many solar panels
are flooding the grid with power), then release it as demand
peaks (early evening, when people get home). In effect, the rechargeable batteries are like an
on-demand power plant, and, in
theory, able to replace an actual
plant.
Utilities have been studying
batteries nationwide. But none
has moved ahead with the gusto

END OF THE RUN FOR AGE-OLD CIRCUS: After
146 years under big top, Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey circus to shut down / A12

of those in Southern California.
This idea has far-reaching
potential. But the challenge of
storing electricity has vexed
engineers, researchers, policymakers and entrepreneurs for
centuries. Even as countless
technologies have raced ahead,
batteries haven’t yet fulfilled
their promise.
And the most powerful new
designs come with their own
risks, such as fire or explosion if
poorly made or maintained. It’s
the same problem that forced
Samsung to recall 2.5 million
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