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A NOD TO GRAPE GROWERS’ GOAL: Top wine 
buyer for Whole Foods lauds Sonoma County 
sustainability target, warns it won’t be easy / E1
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MUSICIAN RETURNS 
TO HIS ROOTS

World-traveling violinist comes home to perform at SSU’s Green Center TimeOut

NEW 49ERS COACH 
CALLS FOR UNITY
In introductory appearance, 
Tomsula says ‘no man does 
anything by himself’ Sports

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

AT GROUND LEVEL: Kevin Jorgeson of Santa Rosa, left, and Tommy Caldwell of Estes Park, Colo., on Thursday describe their experience completing the first 
free climb of the Dawn Wall route up El Capitan in Yosemite National Park a day earlier to media representatives assembled in El Capitan Meadow.

A single, crucial move
“It really did feel like a matter of time, but I’d be lying if I said 

I didn’t have my doubts and frustrations going through that process.”
KEVIN JORGESON, talking about his efforts to climb the key Pitch 15 on El Capitan’s Dawn Wall route

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

The Dawn Wall climbers were seen 
in a new light Thursday — the 
dappled sunlight of  El Capitan 

Meadow, rather than the blinding glare 
and dark shadows of  the 3,000-foot 
granite rock on which they had lived for 
nearly three weeks.

Assembling for a final news confer-
ence in the meadow the morning after 
they achieved the first free climb of  the 
famously formidable route up El Cap, 

Kevin Jorgeson and Tommy Caldwell 
seemed no worse for wear, other than 
rubbed-raw fingertips and the dry rasp 
that had replaced Caldwell’s voice.

“Honestly, the thing that hurts most 
right now is our legs from hiking down, 
because we haven’t used them in 19 days,” 
said Jorgeson, 30, a Santa Rosa native. 
“And aside from the skin on my hands, 
body feels fine.”

Gaelena Jorgeson, Kevin’s mom, had 
dined with him the night before. He had 
tucked into a good-sized steak, his reward 
after cooking on a small camp stove for 
19 days.

“Look at them, they’re like movie 
stars,” said Gaelena Jorgeson, who lives 
in Santa Rosa, nodding toward the climb-
ers as they walked down the road toward 
the meadow, surrounded by a swarm 
of  cameras. They were up before dawn 
Thursday to tape spots for the national 
morning shows, though Caldwell could 
barely manage a whisper at that hour.

Yosemite National Park Chief  of  Staff 
Mike Gauthier addressed the media 
at the press conference, as did Yosem-
ite Climbing Association founder and 
President Ken Yager, who offered a brief  

 YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

Minutes after scrambling the 
last few feet to the summit of  
El Capitan on Wednesday and 

into the embrace of  loved ones waiting 
for him at the top, Santa Rosa climber 
Kevin Jorgeson reflected on the friend 
who was there only in spirit. 

Missing from the group of  a dozen 
Sonoma County climbers who came to 

witness Jorgeson make history on the 
world’s hardest free climb was Brad 
Parker, a Sebastopol resident who died 
in a climbing accident in August.

Parker, who died at age 36, was a 
mentor to Jorgeson. The two climbed 
together at Vertex climbing gym in 
Santa Rosa and hung out in the same 
tight-knit circle of  local climbers.

Parker’s death hit Jorgeson espe-
cially hard, and he contemplated not 
returning this season to the Dawn 
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Petaluma woman arrested in murder case

The arrest of  a religious goods sales-
woman in connection with the kid-
napping and murder of  a Santa Rosa 
businessman — possibly due to a bad 
business deal — is the latest development 

in a tangled web of  crimes last spring in 
Napa and Sonoma counties.

Angela Martinez Arias, 41, of  Petalu-
ma is one of  four people Napa County 
sheriff’s detectives say were involved 
with the disappearance and death of  Rey-
naldo Pacheco, 44. 

Pacheco disappeared in March, and nine 
days later, his bound body was found in a 
remote creek bed east of Napa County’s 
Lake Hennessey. He’d been bludgeoned 
to death with rocks, according to a Napa 
County coroner’s report on the case.

Napa detectives Wednesday afternoon 
picked up Arias at her Rohnert Park 

business, Botanica Ile Oshun Elegua, a 
shop with an amalgam of  religious items 
behind a dingy storefront on Southwest 
Boulevard.  She was arrested on suspi-
cion of  kidnapping Pacheco and helping 
carjack his Range Rover, Napa County 
Sheriff’s Capt. Doug Pike said.

Her arrest comes almost nine months 
after two Napa men were charged with Pa-
checo’s kidnapping, carjacking and killing 
— Mauricio Tovar-Telles, 24, and Norberto 
Guerrero Gonzalez, 29. Authorities believe 
the men assisted another man, now dead, 
in the slaying. They were arrested last 
spring and currently are in custody, await-

ing court proceedings.
The woman had been a person of  in-

terest in the case and detectives spent 
months sorting out her role, said Pike, 
who supervises violent crime investiga-
tions.

Pacheco’s wife reported him miss-
ing after he left his Santa Rosa home 
March  24, saying he’d gone to a busi-
ness meeting and didn’t return. Sonoma 
County sheriff’s detectives began looking 
for him, talking to family and business 
contacts.

While Pacheco still was missing, Arias 

Proprietor of RP religious goods 
store linked to death of SR man 

found in Napa County last spring

By JULIE JOHNSON 
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THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Kevin Jorgeson’s climbing helmet Wednesday 
sports a sticker in honor of his friend Brad 
Parker, who died in a fall in Yosemite in August. 

Pope Francis 
to canonize 

Junipero Serra

Pope Francis surprised Cath-
olics worldwide Thursday when 
he disclosed that he plans to 
canonize Junipero Serra, the 
18th-century Spanish Francis-
can who founded nine missions 
in California and restored ear-
ly places of  Christian worship 
across the state and in Mexico.

“In September, God willing, I 
will canonize Junipero Serra in 
the United States,” the pope told 
journalists aboard his plane as 
he flew from Sri Lanka to the 
Philippines, the final leg of  his 
tour through Asia.

In comments carried by Cath-
olic News Service, Francis said 
he would bypass the usual re-
quirement for sainthood that a 
second miracle be verified.

“He was the evangelizer of  the 
West in the United States,” the 
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Single-family median hits 
$485,000, shows increase 

for third straight year

2014 home 
prices up 
12 percent 
in county

Sonoma County’s median 
home price rose 12 percent last 
year, the third straight year of  
gains after a historic housing 
market crash.

In 2014, the median sales 
price for a single-family home 
reached $485,000, according to 
The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report compiled by Pa-
cific Union International Vice 
President Rick Laws. It was the 
highest annual median price in 
seven years, but still 19 percent 
below the record of  $595,000 set 
in 2005.

“After coming out of  that hole 
we were in, it’s great to have that 
third year of  appreciation,” said 
Cary Bertolone, a co-owner of  
Bertolone Realty in Santa Rosa.

Last year was the first time 
since the housing crash when 
Bertolone wasn’t working with 
clients in danger of  losing their 
homes, he said. He welcomed 
the change because “real es-
tate’s never been so depressing 
as it was three or four years 
ago.”

Last year ended with buyers 
purchasing 377 homes in Decem-
ber, an increase of  10  percent 
from a year ago. The monthly 
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Memory of friend who died 
helped climber persevere


