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Kenwood church sues over pot raid
Branch of Native American
church says seized cannabis
used for religious purposes
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

In what could be a test case to create a legal category of “sacramental
marijuana,” a Kenwood branch of a
church co-founded by a man claiming Native American heritage is su-

ing Sonoma County, contending that
the branch’s cannabis was wrongfully seized by deputies because its
members are entitled to it for religious purposes, similar to exemptions made for peyote and ayahuasca
use by some native groups.
Is marijuana central to the tenets
of the Oklevueha Native American
Church, or are its members simply
looking for a convenient cover to get
high and grow lots of pot? The question is at the heart of a federal civil
lawsuit, as well as a pending crimi-

nal prosecution stemming from a
raid last year at the church’s newly
established Sonoma County branch,
located off a rural road in the Kenwood area.
Two members of the church claim
that sheriff’s deputies violated their
civil rights by confiscating marijuana used in their religious ceremonies.
When sheriff’s deputies raided
the property off Lawndale Road in
September and arrested the resident, who also is the president of

the branch of the church, the deputies dismissed it as a “bogus” front
for drug trafficking, according to a
federal lawsuit filed Nov. 24 in San
Francisco by the church.
The county and sheriff’s officials
knew the property was the site of
a religious operation, according to
the lawsuit, “however based on stereotypes about Native Americans
and the lack of knowledge about
the religious ceremonies, practices
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FEDERAL
LAWSUIT
Kenwood branch
of Oklevueha
Native American
Church contends
Sonoma County
deputies violated
their civil rights
by seizing 600 pot
plants to be
used in religious
ceremonies.

WALL STREET » SELL-OFF CONTINUES

Markets’ tough week

Christopher Evans Hubbart

Can sex
offenders
return to
society?
‘Pillowcase Rapist’ to
test state law allowing
predators’ rehabilitation
By MARISA GERBER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

MARK LENNIHAN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Trader Gregory Rowe on Friday works at the New York Stock Exchange, where two weeks of declines have eroded optimism about the economy.

US STOCKS: Prices hit lowest
levels since late August

THE DAY
DOW

-390.97
NASDAQ

By PETER EAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

It may be time for everyone to take the markets seriously again.
As stock prices started tumbling in the first trading
days of the year, many Wall Street professionals were
tempted to describe the declines as the sort of adjustment that the market has gone through in recent years
before moving higher.
But that optimism evaporated this week as the selling
intensified. Concerns are now growing that the markets
are signaling that the U.S. economy, despite its recent
bright spots, is on the verge of a slowdown.
The fear is that economic problems in China have set
off negative reactions around the world that could ultimately weigh on American households and corporations.
On Friday, U.S. stocks touched their lowest levels since

-126.59
S&P 500

-41.51
THE WEEK
DOW

-358.37
NASDAQ

-155.22
S&P 500

-41.70
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NORTH COAST: Keep eye
on big picture, advisers urge
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

It’s been the stock market’s worst start ever to a new
year, but few investors here are running for the exits,
local brokers and investment advisers said Friday.
A handful of clients called their advisers with concerns Friday as the Dow Jones Industrial Average
closed down 391 points, or nearly 2.4 percent. That
brought January’s cumulative drop to 8 percent.
For the most part, local advisers reminded investors
to take a breath and focus on long-term goals and strategies, not the market’s daily gains and losses. Some did
suggest it may be time to start reflecting on their investment strategies to make sure they still work for their
needs.
“Don’t watch the bouncing ball, so to speak, because it
will drive you crazy,” said Denise Gilseth, branch manager for Stifel investment brokerage in Santa Rosa.

LOS ANGELES — At the
foot of a fence around a small
house in the desert, a protester
cleared her throat. She wanted
to scream loud enough for the
man inside to hear.
“Raaaaaapist!” she shouted.
“Go away, rapist!”
“No one in this world loves
you,” her friend yelled. “You are
a sexually violent predator!”
The shrieks were met with
silence from the white, two-bedroom home outside Palmdale
where Christopher Evans Hubbart has lived since his 2014 release from a California mental
hospital.
Hubbart, 64, is one of the
state’s most notorious sex offenders. Nicknamed the “pillowcase rapist” for his pattern
of covering victims’ heads,
Hubbart has admitted to at
least 44 sexual assaults in Santa
Clara County and in Southern
California.
Two decades ago, politicians
portrayed him as a poster child
for why California needed to
lock up the most dangerous
sex offenders even if they had
finished serving their prison
terms. Hubbart was the first
person held under a law that
allowed the state to confine
sexually violent predators in
hospitals if they have a mental
disorder that makes them likely
to reoffend.
Now Hubbart is testing a cen-
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Mum’s the word on some lottery winners
By DAVID PITT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

E

DES MOINES, Iowa
ven a jackpot isn’t enough
to buy anonymity for
many lottery winners,
whose names are often made
public by state law.
But now it’s becoming
increasingly possible for big
winners to hide their identity,
and lottery executives are trying to strike a balance between
ensuring privacy and safety
while still proving to the public

Julie Leach
of Three Rivers,
Mich., holds her
$310 million
Powerball jackpot
check in October.
Policies about
revealing winners’
identities vary
among states.

that real people can win.
Jackpot winners “get a big old
target painted on their backs,”
said Andrew Stoltmann, an
Illinois attorney who has represented winners. When their
names are released “they get harassed and harangued into some
horrifically bad investments.”
Forcing people to reveal their
names, he added, is like “throwing meat into a shark-infested
ocean.”
On the other hand, allowing
TURN TO LOTTERY » PAGE A7
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