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Parliament repudiates Brexit deal

LONDON — With just 73 days to go 
until Britain is scheduled to leave the 
European Union, lawmakers Tuesday 
overwhelmingly rejected — by a vote 
of  432 to 202 — the withdrawal deal 

painstakingly negotiated between 
Prime Minister Theresa May and her 
European counterparts.

The landslide vote was pure hu-
miliation for a British leader who 
has spent the past two years trying to 
sell her vision of  Brexit to a skeptical 
public, and her failure raised serious 
questions about how — and if  — Brit-

ain will leave the EU as promised on 
March 29.

Hardcore Brexiteers, such as for-
mer foreign secretary Boris Johnson, 
cheered the result as increasing the 
chances of  Britain leaving the Euro-
pean Union with no deal and no com-
promises — or with a much, much 
better deal than May or EU leaders 
say is realistic. At the same time, those 
who want to see a second referendum 

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May listens Tuesday 
to Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn after losing a vote 
on her Brexit deal in the House of Commons.

By WILLIAM BOOTH, KARLA ADAM 
AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM
WASHINGTON POST
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UNITED KINGDOM » May’s humiliating failure to secure 
a compromise with Europe puts withdrawal in doubt

Lawmakers outline PG&E goals
BUTTE 
COUNTY 
SUES PG&E
Lawsuit blames 
the utility for 
the wildfire that 
sparked Nov. 8 
and “effectively 
eradicated” the 
city of Paradise. 
/ A6 

Democratic state Sens. Bill Dodd 
of  Napa and Mike McGuire of  
Healdsburg, who both represent ar-
eas scorched by the North Bay wild-
fires of  2017, said fire survivors and 
PG&E ratepayers need protection 
as the state’s largest utility moves 

toward a bankruptcy filing in two 
weeks.

But neither lawmaker nor newly 
sworn-in Gov. Gavin Newsom cited 
any specific responses Tuesday as 
the process for assigning an estimat-
ed $30 billion in wildfire liabilities 
and settling 3,600 survivors’ damage 
claims appears headed out of  state 
courts and into federal bankruptcy 
court.

PG&E said Monday that seeking 
bankruptcy protection was “the only 
viable option” and has until Jan. 29 
to submit an official filing.

“I’m not sure there’s a legislative 
role here yet,” said Dodd, who last 
year co-chaired a special legislative 
committee that crafted a wide-rang-
ing wildfire response bill.

The measure allowed PG&E to 
lean on its customers to help pay for 
billions of  dollars in damages from 
the 2017 blazes. But the law did not 
apply to 2018, when the Camp fire 
killed at least 86 people, destroyed 
more than 14,000  homes and ac-
counted for $12.5 billion in insured 
losses, the costliest disaster in the 
world that year.

There had been talk of  extending 
the same provision to cover 2018, 
but Dodd said it now is “not likely to 
happen.” He also ruled out the pros-
pect of  using taxpayer funds to assist 
PG&E in any way.

The North Bay wildfires destroyed 
more than 6,200 homes and caused 
$10 billion in insurance claims.

McGuire said it was “to soon to 
tell” if  the state might provide fund-
ing to the embattled utility, which 
also declared bankruptcy in 2001, 

Fire survivors, ratepayers 
need protections, officials 
say, but specifics are unclear
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Nancy Pelosi

Trump 
finds no 
cracks in 
blue wall

WASHINGTON — Hoping 
to make a crack in Democratic 
unity as the partial government 
shutdown reached Day 25, Pres-
ident Donald Trump invited a 
handful of  moderate Democrats 
to the White House on Tuesday 
for lunch and a chat.

None showed 
up. That de-
spite the fact 
that House 
Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-San 
Francisco, jok-
ingly encour-
aged them to 
go, confident 
the rank-and-
file Democrats 
would only better appreciate the 
challenges she says she faces in 
dealing with Trump.

It was the most striking ex-
ample yet of  Democratic unity 
in the face of  the nation’s lon-
gest-ever government shut-
down, a rarely seen solidarity 
in the party that appears to be 
frustrating Trump and congres-
sional Republicans.

“This is my first time ever in-
vited to the White House,” said 
Rep. Lou Correa of  Santa Ana, 
one of  the invited Democrats 
and a leader of  the party’s so-

Democrats stay unified 
in shutdown fight, 
confounding president
By JENNIFER HABERKORN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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INSIDE
 ■ Thousands 

summoned 
back to work as 
shutdown drags 
on / A7

 ■ Shutdown 
strain spreading 
as economy loses 
steam / A7

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Natalia Lepore, middle, the girlfriend of Mallory Parker, who died Monday in a car crash on Occidental Road, left, comforts her friends, Alazay 
Nelson, left, and Jamie Pollard, Tuesday at the crash site west of Highway 116 as they mourn their friend by placing a stuffed bear and flowers.

A dangerous drive
Crashes on Occidental Road west of Santa Rosa lead supervisor  
to call the stretch one of the most perilous in west county area

Two recent fatal crashes on Occidental 
Road west of  Santa Rosa have spot-
lighted the peril that neighbors say 

the two-lane road poses for drivers, with 
rushing traffic unimpeded by stop signs 
or traffic lights, making for a deadly, rural 
speedway.   

Sonoma County Supervisor Lynda Hop-
kins called Occidental Road one of the most 
dangerous in west county, citing the speed 
of drivers who treat the east-west thorough-
fare as a highway. 

On Monday, an 18-year-old Santa Rosa 
woman was killed after her vehicle struck 
a parked tree-trimming truck — another 

tragic example of the risk posed by the 
busy roadway, Hopkins said.   

In December, a San Francisco firefighter 
heading to work on Occidental Road from 
his home in Monte Rio was killed in a head-
on collision that seriously injured the other 
driver, prompting Hopkins, who represents 
the area, to ask for a county review of safe-
ty measures and other ways to slow traffic.

On Tuesday, she called for “a hard look 
at where have we seen fatalities, where we 
have seen accidents.” 

“It reminds me a lot of  Lakeville, in the 
south county, a similar situation as an 
alternative to 101. People go very, very fast, 
only two lanes,” Hopkins said. “It’s just a 
concern. The fatalities are really sad.”

Further east, inside the city limits, Santa 

Rosa officials have been pressed to take a 
closer look at their stretch of Occidental 
Road and its intersection with Stony Point 
Road — one of the busiest in the city. Over 
little more than six weeks late last year, 
three pedestrians were killed in the area 
after being struck by vehicles, the latest in 
a string of serious traffic collisions in the 
area stretching back to 2014.

About a mile and a half  to the west, 
outside the city, the Dec. 12, pre-dawn crash 
that killed firefighter Steven Pacatte, 34, 
occurred in heavy fog as Pacatte was ap-
proaching Piezzi Road on eastbound Occi-
dental Road. He sped up his pickup to pass 
a garbage truck and ran into an oncoming 

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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