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state of emergency in Flint, Mich., over high 
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READYING FOR TEST RUN: Deckhand Mike Duer on the Sandy B, captained by Stan Carpenter, was up at dawn last week to prepare crab pots that were to be 
dropped to catch crustaceans for domoic acid testing. The run was subsequently called off because of rough weather approaching Bodega Bay.

Fishermen pushed 
to breaking point

BODEGA BAY » WAITING FOR CRAB SEASON

Crabbers idled by shellfish toxins watch their livelihood disappear

BODEGA HARBOR

On a bitterly cold morning amid the grim still-
ness that has replaced the usual hustle and 
bustle of  local marinas this winter, Frank Blagg 

hung his head over a near-empty soda can as he pon-
dered life out in front of  the local chowder shop.

A man of  few words, Blagg, 70, used 
his scarred and weathered hands 
to convey his thoughts on the disas-
ter that is shaping up in lieu of  this 
year’s Dungeness crab season, which 
authorities postponed last year due to 
consumer health concerns.  

Blagg pointed his thumb toward the ground.
“The only thing I know is my savings account, going 

down,” said the grizzled fisherman, his gaze barely 
rising beneath the visor of  his black Marines cap.

From across the wooden table, deckhand Andy Mac-
GATHERING SPOT: Tony Anello, left, captain of the Annabelle at Spud Point Marina, 
passes the time with friends who also pilot and crew on crab boats out of Bodega Bay. 
They are, from left middle, Tony Anello’s nephew Matthew Anello, Frank Blagg, rancher 
Rich Franceschi and Duane Strang. For more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com.
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“People don’t understand. People don’t get it. 
This is a desperate, desperate situation.”
CAROL ANELLO, owner, with her husband, Tony, of the Spud Point Crab Co.

AID FOR 
FISHERMEN
Local agencies, 
individuals offer 
assistance / A13

Police released this sketch 
of Sebastopol rape suspect.

Rape by 
stranger 
sparks 
unease

A series of  unrelated local 
rapes, public gropings and a 
bedroom intruder reported to 
police last year reflect a trou-
bling, unusual and often hard-
to-solve type of  crime: Sexual 
assaults committed by strang-
ers.

In the most recent case, Se-
bastopol police are circulating 
a sketch of  an unknown man 
drawn from the recollections 
of  a woman who told officers 
the man grabbed, dragged and 
raped her as she was walking to 
a downtown grocery store. 

Sebastopol Police Chief  Jeff 
Weaver said the violent attack 
has unnerved the west county 
city. Residents have fanned out 
to post fliers across town, police 
visited a packed self-defense 
class organized in the incident’s 
aftermath and dispatchers have 
fielded a steady stream of  ques-
tions from concerned residents.

“This has been a very trau-
matic event obviously for the 
victim, but certainly the com-
munity is impacted as well,” 
Weaver said. “It has shaken 
some people’s sense of  safety in 
a town that is known as a very 
safe place.”

More than twice a week, on 
average, someone reports a rape 
to Sonoma County law enforce-
ment agencies, according to 
FBI statistics collected last year 
from local agencies.

The vast majority of  cases 
involved perpetrators known to 
the victims. Many of  those cas-
es revolve around questions of  
consent, and within those cas-
es were a troubling number in 
which alcohol or drugs played 
a role, local law enforcement in-
vestigators said.  

Petaluma Police Sgt. Ed Cros-
by needs only one hand to count 

With Sebastopol suspect 
unknown to victim,  
case unusual in county
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New era for US-Iran relations

VIENNA — Just hours after 
Tehran and Washington swapped 
long-held prisoners, the United 
States and European nations lifted 
oil and financial sanctions on Iran 
and released roughly $100 billion 
of  its assets, after international 
inspectors concluded the country 
had followed through on its prom-
ises to dismantle large sections of  
its nuclear program.

At the end of  a day of  high dra-
ma that played out across Europe 
and the Middle East, five Ameri-
cans were being flown out of  the 
country right after the nuclear ac-
cord was implemented.

“Iran has undertaken signifi-
cant steps that many people — and 
I do mean many — doubted would 
ever come to pass,” Secretary of  
State John Kerry said Saturday 
evening at the headquarters of  
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, which earlier issued 
a report detailing how Iran had 
shipped 98 percent of  its fuel to 
Russia, dismantled more than 
12,000 centrifuges so they could 

SANCTIONS LIFTED » 
Iran meets terms 
of nuclear agreement

By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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AMERICANS FREED » Marin County 
native among 4 in prisoner swap

ZOEANN MURPHY / WASHINGTON POST, 2013 

Washington Post reporter Jason Rezaian, who 
has ties to Sonoma and Marin counties, was 
arrested in 2014 in Tehran on charges related to 
espionage and national security.

A prisoner exchange unveiled at the last minute 
Saturday cleared the way for Iran and the Unit-
ed States to ease decades of  hostility and opened 
a final door to easing economic sanctions on the 
Islamic Republic.

The complex prisoner swap, announced only 
hours before world powers moved to begin lift-
ing sanctions against Iran in exchange for imple-
menting a landmark nuclear agreement, includ-
ed the release of  Jason Rezaian, a Marin County 

BY RAMIN MOSTAGHIM 
AND PATRICK J. McDONNELL
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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