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Pesticides found in contest cannabis
1 in 4 Emerald Cup entries
for marijuana concentrates
found to contain chemicals
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The Emerald Cup has brought an
audience of tens of thousands to the
Sonoma County fairgrounds each of
the last four years, and the contest’s
environmental focus sets it apart
from other cannabis competitions.
But this year, pesticides upended

many of the winners of the threeday marijuana festival in December
known for its focus on organic and
sustainable outdoor farming.
About 25 percent of 263 samples in
the concentrates categories submitted from producers across the state
were disqualified, mostly because
they tested positive for pesticides,
according to the event’s official laboratory, Santa Cruz-based SC Labs.
The issue wasn’t uncovered until
after the Dec. 11-13 contest due to a
late crush of entries plus internal
miscommunication about dead-

lines, said Emerald Cup founder Tim
Blake. Blake said he was troubled by
the discovery and has apologized to
contestants.
“We were dumbfounded that we’d
see this (pesticide use) at that level,”
Blake said. “We’re going to have to
be very careful about that in the future.”
Just over 5 percent of cannabis
flower samples showed evidence of
pesticides — 40 out of 735 samples
entered into the contest — according to Alec Dixon, a co-founder of SC
Labs, which got its start in 2010 as

the official testing laboratory for the
Emerald Cup.
Pesticides were far more prevalent
among concentrates, which includes
several categories, such as CO2, rosin and dry sieve.
The disqualifications bumped up
a concentrate by Sonoma County’s
Cult Classics Seeds from No. 3 to No.
1 in the dry sieve category — named
for the sifting process that separates
resin glands from the rest of the
plant. That sample was entered by a
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Tim Blake:
Emerald Cup
founder has
vowed to expose
evidence of
pesticide use in
pot products.

An anxious,
angry world
on the eve
of Trump
China, the EU and NATO
fume at president-elect’s words,
yet his plans seem muddled
By STEVEN ERLANGER
NEW YORK TIMES

LONDON — The Germans are angry.
The Chinese are downright furious.
Leaders of NATO are nervous, while
their counterparts at the European
Union are alarmed.
Just days before he is sworn into office,
President-elect Donald Trump has again
focused his penchant for unpredictable
disruption on the rest of the world. His
remarks in a string of discursive and
sometimes contradictory interviews
have escalated tensions with China while
also infuriating allies and institutions
critical to the United States’ traditional
leadership of the West.
No one knows where exactly he is
headed — except that the one country
he is not criticizing is Russia and its
president, Vladimir Putin. For now. And
that he is an enthusiastic cheerleader of
“Brexit” and an unaffiliated Britain. For
now.
Trump’s unpredictability is perhaps
his most predictable characteristic. The
world is accustomed to his provocative
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2
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Nicole Reyes is reflected in the glass of her fireplace in Petaluma. Reyes’ home heating bill jumped over $200 since November.
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

D

ecember’s cold weather
first made folks shiver.
Now it’s making them

wince.
The frosty days are prompting
higher energy bills for many
Sonoma County residents. The
bigger bills often cause puzzlement and consternation, even
among those who expected an
increase.
Don and Helen Young of Santa
Rosa say they keep their Oakmont neighborhood home at 65
degrees or lower, staying warm
with extra sweaters or jackets.
Even so, their combined gas and
electric bill from Pacific Gas &
Electric last month was $329.
“Two days later we phoned
them, ‘Hey, what’s going on
here?’” Don Young said of his
conversation with PG&E about
the bill. “They couldn’t explain
it.”
Part of the bafflement, residents said, is that over the course
of a year, few basic expenses rise
and fall as much as energy bills.
When it comes to changes in
expenses, “There’s nothing else
in my life that is so dramatic,”
said Nicole Reyes of Petaluma.
Reyes’ gas and electric bill for

Business
A10
Comics
B8
Crossword B7

Editorial
Horoscope
Lotto

A11
B9
A2

the 30-day period ending Dec. 21
was $431, compared to $224 for the
previous month’s bill.
For Reyes, the bump in energy
use remains “a big mystery.” The
family is “mostly gone during the
day,” she said, at which time the
heater stays off.
A number of area residents
reported their heating bills rose
markedly last month. Some said
they responded to the cold weather by using extra blankets and
sweaters to keep their energy use
down. A few said they couldn’t
wait until spring.
The increased bills are mostly
due to a jump in energy consumption, not a jump in rates,
according to PG&E, the region’s
natural gas provider and one of
its electricity suppliers.
The utility last summer won
state approval for a gas rate
increase that amounts to an average of $7 a month when calculated on an annualized basis.
Customers’ bills “remain well
below the national average,”
PG&E spokeswoman Deanna
Contreras said in an email.
December may have felt colder
than usual, but it appears to have
been about average in terms of
temperature.
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How to cut energy bills
through upgrades, subsidies
Utilities and government
agencies offer ways to cut
energy bills through home
upgrades and subsidies.
One home efficiency program is offered for the Bay
Area by Energy Upgrade
California. The program,
bayareaenergyupgrade.
org, offers incentives of up
to $3,000 for a basic home
upgrade and up to $5,500
for an advanced energy
efficiency upgrade.
Also, a variety of for-profit
and government programs
allow the cost of various
energy-related home improvements to be financed
with no money down and
paid off via property tax
bills. A pioneer effort was
the public Sonoma County
Energy Independence
Program.
From the county libraries
in Santa Rosa, Guerneville
and Sebastopol, residents
can check out new “Do It
Yourself” Energy and Water
Savings Toolkits. The kits,
made possible with the
help of four local agencies

including Sonoma Clean
Power, provide tools and information for such upgrade
projects as weather-stripping windows and doors,
monitoring electrical use,
determining water leaks
and switching to LED light
bulbs.
PG&E offers customers
an online home energy
checkup.
On the rate-reduction
side, PG&E estimates that
11,000 Sonoma County
households are eligible but
have yet to apply to have
their bills cut 20 percent or
more each month.
The California Alternate
Rates for Energy (CARE)
Program is available to
families whose annual
household income is $48,600
or less for a family of four.
Such households also are
eligible for aid in replacing
refrigerators, furnaces and
water heaters, as well as
making other energy-saving improvements through
the utility’s Energy Savings
Assistance Program.

SR CHURCH TO HOST HOMELESS CAMP: First
United Methodist Church to open “transitional community” for up to 20 people / A3

Wife of Florida
killer arrested
in East Bay
Prosecutors say she aided
in Orlando club shooting;
she pleads ignorance
By ADAM GOLDMAN
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES

OAKLAND — Federal agents raided
the Rodeo home of the wife of the man
who carried out a deadly terrorist attack
in Orlando, Florida, and
charged her with obstructing the investigation of the mass shooting, law enforcement
officials said Monday.
Noor Salman, whose
husband, Omar Mateen,
killed 49 people and
wounded dozens in an Noor
Orlando nightclub that Salman
was popular with gays,
was also charged with aiding and abetting by providing material support, the
officials said.
She was taken into custody by FBI
agents her East Bay home, where she had
been living with her young son. Prosecutors had been weighing charges against
TURN TO ORLANDO » PAGE A2
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