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Bills to 
protect 
wildfire 
victims

US drafts 
new plan 
for nukes

Local lawmakers on Tuesday 
introduced a flurry of  bills that 
would strengthen consumer 
protections for homeowners in 
the aftermath of  the North Bay 
wildfires, where local residents 
have found themselves under-
insured and overly burdened 
attempting to itemize their per-
sonal property destroyed in the 
blazes.

“Californians whose homes 
have been destroyed totally or 
partially by wildfires should not 
get hung up in insurer red tape 
when trying to put their lives 
back together,” said state Insur-
ance Commissioner Dave Jones, 
who joined local lawmakers at a 
Sacramento press conference to 
announce the package.

Most significantly, state Sen. 
Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, 
unveiled legislation that would 
apply to insurance claims in 
the aftermath of  an emergency 
declaration by the governor. It 
would require carriers to pay 
out at least 80 percent of  the 
maximum limit under a home-

WASHINGTON — A newly 
drafted United States nuclear 
strategy that has been sent to 
President Donald Trump for ap-
proval would permit the use of  
nuclear weapons to respond to 
a wide range of  devastating but 
non-nuclear attacks on Amer-
ican infrastructure, including 
what current and former gov-
ernment officials described as 
the most crippling kind of  cy-
berattacks.

For decades, U.S. presidents 
have threatened “first use” of  
nuclear weapons against ene-
mies in only very narrow and 
limited circumstances, such 
as in response to the use of  bi-
ological weapons against the 
United States. But the new doc-
ument is the first to expand that 
to include attempts to destroy 
wide-reaching infrastructure, 
like a country’s power grid or 
communications, that would be 

Legislation seeks to aid 
homeowners regarding 
insurance coverage 

Proposal would permit 
‘first use’ response if 
infrastructure attacked
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Real estate agents Jeremy King and Marisa Goldstein look at the backyard of the home for sale at 1217 B St. on Tuesday in Petaluma.

How fires changed  
the real estate market

Nearly $738 million in sales tallied in final two months of 2017

SONOMA COUNTY » RUSH FOR HOMES

Fueled by a rush for housing after 
wildfires burned thousands of  homes, 
a record amount of  money changed 

hands in the Sonoma County real estate 
market at the end of  2017.

In the final two months of  the year, buy-
ers purchased nearly $738 million in hous-
es and condominiums in Sonoma County, 
according to The Press Democrat’s month-
ly housing report, compiled by Pacific 
Union International senior vice president 
Rick Laws. 

The previous record for November and 
December was $659 million, set in 2005 in 
the midst of  a national housing bubble.

After the October fires, “our market just 
did a right-angle turn,” Laws said Tuesday. 
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BUYERS SPEND $3.97 BILLION ON HOMES
Sales of houses and condos in Sonoma County rose for the sixth straight year, reaching 
$3.97 billion last year, an increase of 10.2 percent. It was the most since 2005, when 
buyers spent a record $4.41 billion in houses and condos.
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Artist once regarded as ‘King of Hippies’

Artist Bill Wheeler, who 50 years 
ago welcomed free spirits onto a west 
Sonoma County commune that af-
fronted country neighbors but also 
helped along the region’s tentative em-
brace of  liberal politics and non-main-
stream lifestyles, died early Tuesday 
morning at the remote Occidental-ar-

ea ranch that remained his home. He 
was 77 and had braved Parkinson’s 
disease and other ailments.

From 1968 until the hippie habita-
tions on the ranch were razed by the 
county in 1973, Wheeler presided over 
the exercise in spontaneous, simple, 
musical, stoned, off-the-grid, cloth-
ing-optional existence. The commune 
grew from the demise of  Lou Gottli-
eb’s nearby Morningstar Ranch, also 
shut down by the county.

Wheeler Ranch became nationally 
known as an intentional alternative 
to uptight middle-class values and the 

daily grind. At its peak, about 400 peo-
ple grew vegetables, toileted in holes 
and coexisted on the isolated, wooded, 
320 acres off Coleman Valley Road.

“I didn’t consider myself  the head 
of  a commune,” Wheeler told The 
Press Democrat in a 2002 interview. “I 
wasn’t consciously doing it. I was just 
interested in being an artist.”

He stood up for the admittedly 
flawed utopia on his ranch and for 
the souls who found there a new way 
to be. Along with the late Gottlieb, he 

Occidental ranch helped lead 
region toward liberal bent
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BILL WHEELER » 1940-2018

Bill
Wheeler
Artist set up west 
county commune 
that attracted 
fellow free spirits.

*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from January 10-
23, 2018. Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

Months Promotional
Financing Available*18

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

Ends Jan 23!January
FlooringSALE!
Laminate Flooring

55+
varieties

from 49¢
sq ft

55+
varieties

from 69¢
sq ft

Wood-Look
Waterproof

water
PROOF

Prefinished Hardwood

$179220+
varieties

from
sq ft

Prefinished Bamboo

$14955+
varieties

from
sq ft

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

The NEW YEAR is the time for NEW DEALS on
beautiful NEW FLOORS at Lumber Liquidators’

January Flooring Sale!


