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4 men arrested after shots fired

New York men who traveled to 
Sonoma County for a marijuana 
deal were in custody Wednes-
day after Tuesday night’s sale 
turned into an attempted rob-
bery with gunfire in a southwest 

Santa Rosa neighborhood, the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office 
said.

Deputies late Tuesday night 
arrested three men from New 
York and a Santa Rosa man, who 
was hosting the drug deal at his 
Todd Road home, Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Spencer Crum said.

This appears to be anoth-
er in a series of  violent crime 
investigations involving East 
Coast suspects who come to 
Sonoma County for cheaper 
cannabis. Recent cases differed 

in that they involved violent 
home-invasion robberies — at 
least seven of  them as of  June 
2018. However, those took place 
in the same southwest Santa 
Rosa area, as well as in the area 
southwest of  Sebastopol and 
Fulton. Also, county code en-
forcement officials in 2017 had 
ordered the removal of  marijua-
na plants growing at this Todd 
Road home.

Crum said this time, East 
Coast residents flew into the Bay 
Area Saturday, rented an Infini-

ti SUV and headed for Sonoma 
County. The alleged plan was to 
meet at the home, buy marijua-
na and take it back to New York. 

At some point during Tues-
day’s cannabis deal around  
7:30 p.m., at least two men got 
into the vehicle and sped away 
with the pot, Crum said. At least 
one of  the two men still at the 
home fired a gun at the fleeing 
vehicle three times, hitting it 
once. The SUV crashed into a 
ditch, and the occupants ran. 

Deputies and CHP officers 

found a silver SUV in a ditch 
with one bullet hole. Callers also 
had reported seeing people run 
from the vehicle, and a search of  
the area turned up the two men 
in a nearby field.

At the Santa Rosa house, dep-
uties found and arrested resi-
dent Gerardo Valencia, 50. Sus-
pect Noah Zayas, 22, was hiding 
on the property in a second resi-
dence. He wouldn’t come out for 
the law enforcement officers, so 

SANTA ROSA » Suspects’ 
cannabis deal ended in 
violence, authorities say
By RANDI ROSSMANN  
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PG&E filing 
could hurt 
California’s 
climate fight

Climate change helped fuel 
the deadly fires that prompted 
California’s largest power com-
pany to announce this week that 
it would file for bankruptcy in 
the face of  $30 billion in poten-
tial liabilities.

In a grim twist, the bankrupt-
cy of  PG&E Corp. could now 
slow California’s efforts to fight 
climate change.

The state has dramatically 
reduced planet-warming emis-
sions from the electricity sector, 
largely by requiring utilities to 
increase their use of  solar and 
wind power and fund energy ef-
ficiency upgrades for homes and 
businesses. Lawmakers recently 
set a target of  100 percent cli-
mate-friendly electricity by 2045.

But those government man-
dates have depended on Pacific 
Gas & Electric and other utili-
ties being able to invest tens of  
billions of  dollars in clean ener-
gy technologies.

By SAMMY ROTH
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Judge: 
RP ‘fails 
to train’ 
officers

A federal judge Wednesday 
ordered Rohnert Park’s police 
force to overhaul its training of  
officers to ensure they follow the 
law in probation searches. The 
ruling comes in the wake of  a 
jury’s decision that three of  the 
city’s officers violated the rights 
of  a local family during a 2014 
warantless home search. 

Magistrate Judge Sallie Kim 
ruled “that there are system-
ic problems in the way that 
the City of  Rohnert Park fails 
to train its police officers,” ac-
cording to her 14-page decision 
filed Wednesday in U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco.

Kim’s order follows the Nov. 1 

Police force must create 
written procedures  
for probation searches

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

TURN TO OFFICERS » PAGE A2

 PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Shane Francis of Guerneville exits his truck, which was trapped under a large tree that fell on it during Wednesday’s storm, after making sure it 
started. The tree fell and crashed through three properties, crushing Francis’ car and his neighbor’s shed. “Fun times in Guerneville,” he joked.

Blustery, rainy weather
NORTH COAST » Strongest storm of the season brings wind, fallen  
trees and flooding to Sonoma County, and will continue Thursday

As the strongest storm of  the winter 
whipped through Northern Califor-
nia on Wednesday night, Sonoma 

County first responders and firefighters 
juggled mounting calls of  downed trees 
and power lines. 

Heavy rainfall and powerful winds were 
expected to strengthen up to 50 mph in 
some areas as the storm reached its peak 
around midnight, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service, which issued a flash 
flood warning, a coastal flood advisory and 
a wind advisory across Sonoma County for 
Wednesday night and Thursday.

The storm front is expected to drench 
much of  Northern and Central California 
through Thursday, dumping as much as 
10 inches of  rain in Sonoma and Mendoci-
no counties. The front also is forecasted to 
pound the northern Sierra Nevada with 
potentially life-threatening blizzard condi-
tions, dumping up to 5 feet of  snow.

With the heavy rainfall forecast, the Na-
tional Weather Service alerted area resi-
dents living in the neighborhoods severely 
burned in the October 2017 wildfires to the 
high risk for mudslides.

North Coast residents can expect the 
storm to linger through Thursday, bring-
ing thunderstorms and lighter showers 
into the afternoon. Although the worst 
will be over by early morning, expect a lon-
ger-than-usual commute to work and likely 
snarled traffic due to flooding, fallen trees 
and slick roadways.

“When all is said and done those moun-
tain neighborhoods inside the county 
(Sonoma) are going to get hammered by 
the rain,” said Steve Anderson, a National 
Weather Service meteorologist. “It’s a giv-
en that there will be downed power lines 
and trees everywhere through the duration 
of  the storm.”

On Wednesday night, Santa Rosa Ju-
nior College officials had to evacuate the 

Mendocino Avenue campus aftera power 
outage about 6:20 p.m., college spokesman 
Erin Bricker said. The Harlem Globetrot-
ters basketball game, scheduled to start at 
the college’s Haehl Pavilion at 7 p.m., had 
to be canceled. If  PG&E can’t restore elec-
tricity overnight or early Thursday morn-
ing, college officials will make the decision 

Amber Munoz, left, and her daughter, Jazmine, fight against the wind and rain Wednesday as 
they join others from Antioch Charter School in Antioch on an outing to Salmon Creek State 
Beach, north of Bodega Bay. The group cut their beach visit short.

By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS  
AND ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO WEATHER » PAGE A2


