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Huffman 
hails 
Rezaian’s 
release

Amid the joyful reunion with 
his family in Germany on Mon-
day, his first full day of  freedom 
on friendly soil after 545 days 
in an Iranian prison, Jason 
Rezaian grabbed the baseball 
cap that came all the way from 
his Marin County home.

The cap from Rezaian’s alma 
mater, the Marin Academy in 
San Rafael, got there in the 
hands of  Democratic Rep. Jared 
Huffman, the congressman from 
San Rafael who had worked, 
largely behind the scenes, for 
his former constituent’s release 
from captivity since Rezaian’s 
arrest in July 2014.

“He just reached out and gave 
me a great big hug. He was just 
beaming,” Huffman said in a 
telephone interview.

Rezaian, a 39-year-old Wash-
ington Post reporter, was wear-
ing the cap in a photo, standing 
shoulder to shoulder with Huff-
man; his Iranian wife, Yeganeh 
Salehi; his mother, Mary 
Rezaian; and his brother, Ali 
Rezaian, at a guest house on the 
grounds of  Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center in southwest 
Germany.

Rezaian and the two women 
were in high spirits, Huffman 
said, noting the three were 
“fresh out of  this harrowing 
experience” during their final 
hours in Iran on Sunday. Just as 

Lawmaker, in Germany, 
says Marin man, his 
family in high spirits
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Mysteries 
linger over 
prisoner swap

TEHRAN, Iran — As relatives 
of  American prisoners freed by 
Iran over the weekend reunited 
with them Monday at U.S. mili-
tary facilities in Germany, most 
Iranian officials conspicuously 
avoided talking about the deal 
that had led to their release.

At the same time, a mystery 
deepened over one of  the freed 
U.S. prisoners, who apparently 
chose to remain in Iran.

Under the deal announced 
Saturday and completed Sun-
day, the Iranians released four 
dual-national Americans of  
Iranian descent, some held for 
years, and permitted a fifth 
American imprisoned in De-
cember — whose arrest had not 
been publicly disclosed before 
— to leave.

The U.S. released seven 
prisoners — six dual-national 
Americans of  Iranian descent 

By THOMAS ERDBRINK 
AND RICK GLADSTONE
NEW YORK TIMES
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JOINING FORCES: Steve Dunrite has been sleeping in his car, but on Monday decided to join other homeless people and their advocates at the former site of Sutter 
Medical Center on Chanate Road in Santa Rosa, where the group is striving to call attention to county officials’ decision not to use the buildings as emergency housing.

Advocates for homeless 
want use of buildings 

On Saturday, two days 
before the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day protest and 

teach-in event that they had been 
planning for months, organizers 
with Homeless Action got a call 
from Sonoma County officials.

The group was planning to 
set up a temporary camp on the 
117-acre county-owned Chanate 
Road property, the former site 
of  Sutter Medical Center. The 
goal was to call attention to the 
county’s decision not to use the 
former hospital as emergency 
housing for homeless people.

But officials told organizers 
that county regulations prohibit-
ed the camp.

Instead, the county offered the 
use of  a building on the former 
hospital campus called The Rotunda, 
which was once used for prenatal classes.

The group considered rejecting the offer 
and pitching their tents anyway, Adrienne 
Lauby of  Homeless Action said.

“We want to make a point, and it’s easier 
to make a point out in the solid rain than 

in a building,” she said. “But it’s also good 
not to upset people if  it’s not necessary, 
and we have some people who are fragile 
and sick, and that factored into it.”

So Monday night, Lauby, a Cotati 
resident, and about 20 others, roughly a 
quarter of  whom are homeless, gathered 

in The Rotunda.
Sleeping gear was 

pushed against the walls. 
Hot food was on a table and 
agendas for the teach-in, to 
be held today, lay around.

Protest signs read: 
“Inclusionary housing long 
overdue” and “Help I’m 
freezing! We need shelter 
now. Please don’t let me die 
this winter.”

Among the group was 
Migdalia Vasquez-Howard, 
52, who works part time at 
Costco in Rohnert Park — 
a disability prevents her 
from working more — and 
has lived in her car with 
her dogs since August. The 
soaring prices in the North 
Bay rental market have 
defeated her efforts to find 
an apartment, she said.

“I’ve tried and tried to find a place, but 
they want three times the rent to move in, 
or they want perfect credit, which I don’t 
have because I’m on disability,” she said.

She makes too much to qualify for 

CHANATE ROAD SITE » Group’s planned encampment 
moves inside at Sonoma County officials’ request
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WORKING, BUT HOMELESS: Migdalia Vasquez-Howard works part time but lives 
in her car. She spent the night Monday in a building at the Sonoma County-owned 
Chanate Road site. She and others originally had planned to pitch tents outside.

Report: Wealth inequality rising fast
Just 62 people own as much wealth 

as the 3.5 billion people in the bottom 
half  of  the world’s income scale, the 
charity Oxfam reported Monday in 
its annual study of  inequality, which 
found that the gap between rich and 
poor has continued to widen at an 
alarming rate. As recently as five 
years ago, the fortunes of  388 billion-
aires were needed to reach that half-
way mark.

The study  noted that a global net-
work of  tax havens contributed to the 
divide by allowing the rich to hide tril-
lions of  dollars in assets from their 

countries’ governments.
“Tax havens are at the core of  a 

global system that allows large cor-
porations and wealthy individuals to 
avoid paying their fair share,” said 
Raymond Offenheiser, president of  
Oxfam America, “depriving govern-
ments, rich and poor, of  the resources 
they need to provide vital public ser-
vices and tackle rising inequality.”

Oxfam said publicly available data 
on some 200 companies  showed that 
9 out of  10 had a presence in at least 
one tax haven, including the Cayman 
Islands and Switzerland.

The banking sector plays an essen-
tial role in the tax-haven issue, the 
report notes — just 50 big banks man-

age a majority of  offshore wealth. At 
the same time, the financial sector is 
a prime source of  rising inequality; 1 
in 5 billionaires comes from that in-
dustry.

The global economy has more than 
doubled in size in the past 30  years. 
Its value reached nearly $78 trillion 
in 2014. But even as countries like 
China and India have built a vast mid-
dle class almost from scratch, those 
gains have disproportionately flowed 
to those at the very top of  the income 
ladder.

Workers in nearly all of  the world’s 
most developed nations and in most 
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Mark 
Zuckerberg
Philanthropy of 
Facebook CEO 
could prove an 
inspiration to 
some at top tiers 
of world’s wealth 
scale.

Jason 
Rezaian


