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Parks champion Hart to resign
Voice for preservation of
county’s open space plans
to join fight against Trump
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Caryl Hart, who brought the
forceful voice of an advocate and
the big plans of a visionary to
her post leading Sonoma County’s regional parks, surprisingly
announced Wednesday that she
will resign in June, stepping

down as a failed tax leaves an
uncertain future for the parks
she championed.
Hart, 59, who was hired as the
Regional Parks director in 2010,
informed county supervisors
and her staff of her plan to step
down via letters and emails. She
cited a “delay” in going back to
county voters with a sales tax
measure for parks and Donald
Trump’s election as president as
the primary reasons she is departing county government in
five months.

Reached by phone at her Occidental home, Hart said she
plans to work with the North
Bay’s congressional delegation
on combating Trump’s plans for
public lands and forests.
“I feel that my talents at this
time are best used addressing
those incredible threats, and
that’s what I’m going to do,” she
said.
The announcement comes two
months after a tax measure to

Regional
Parks Director
Caryl Hart, who
pauses Sept. 27
at Poff Ranch
in Bodega Bay,
is planning to
resign from
her position
in June.
BETH SCHLANKER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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NORTH COAST » HERE COMES THE RAIN AGAIN

Trees topple, water rises
in new round of storms

County
noted for
housing
shortage
Study ranks Sonoma in
top 10 for decreasing
supply of homes for sale
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

In another sign of the challenge facing local homebuyers, a
new study ranks Sonoma County as one of 10 communities in
the U.S. with the most extreme
housing shortages.
The county ranked ninth last
year, according to housing listing website Realtor.com. The
study was the company’s first
attempt to look at what portion
of a community’s homes are on
the market and whether that
inventory is growing or decreasing. Sonoma County’s supply of
homes for sale was small and
the inventory was shrinking.
The other places that made
the top 10 list include northwest
metropolises like Seattle and
Portland and Rust Belt commuTURN TO HOUSING » PAGE A8

2 more fronts expected to bring up to 5 inches of rain to region

Cabinet picks
face ethics
questions

By RANDI ROSSMANN AND BILL SWINDELL

By KAREN TUMULTY

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON POST

nother round of winter storms began
Wednesday, bringing with it gusty winds
that toppled trees, knocked out power to
residents and brought more flooding to an already
soggy North Coast.
As of 8 p.m., 2.7 inches of precipitation
had fallen in the past 24 hours at Charles M.
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport.
“You have had a hellacious amount of rain
over the last few hours,” National Weather Service forecaster Bob Benjamin said on Wednesday
night.
The service issued a flash-flood warning in central Sonoma County from as far as north as Windsor down to San Pablo Bay, though forecasters
said the threat was greatest in the southeastern
part of the county.
“The creeks are definitely right near the ridge,”
said Rancho Adobe Fire Department Battalion

WASHINGTON — Three
of Donald Trump’s Cabinet
picks came under growing fire
Wednesday on ethical issues,
potentially jeopardizing their
nominations.
The most serious concerns surround personal investments by
Trump’s health and human services nominee, Rep. Tom Price,
R-Georgia, in health care firms
that benefited from legislation
that he was pushing at the time.
Additionally,
Rep.
Mick
Mulvaney, R-South Carolina,
Trump’s choice to head the Office of Management and Budget, has acknowledged during
his confirmation process that he
failed to pay more than $15,000
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A motorist who drove into floodwaters tries to get the attention of another driver Wednesday at Mark West Station Road in Windsor. After several
911 calls from others, a good Samaritan pulled him out to dry ground.
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Cal Fire personnel remove a large fir tree Wednesday that fell, cutting power and phone
service to the area, across Moscow Road and Main Street in Monte Rio.
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