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Company’s stock plunges 
on CEO Musk’s warning of 
layoffs and that its cars are 
“still too expensive” / B8

INSIDE

Helping 
parents 
run for 
office

Men dominate California law-
making, and an East Bay assem-
blyman thinks child care duties 
hold women back from elected 
office.

Four North Bay female offi-
cials — and one man — agree.

They are endorsing a bill in-
troduced this week by Assem-
blyman Rob Bonta, an Oakland 
Democrat, that would allow 
men and women running in lo-
cal and state 
elections to 
use campaign 
funds to pay for 
child care.

Bonta said 
his own experi-
ence as a father 
of  three hold-
ing public office 
since 2007 mo-
tivated his pro-
posal, which 
is designed to 
promote “gen-
der equity” 
among candidates for offices 
from school board to governor.

The state Legislature is 
30  percent female this year    — 
with 36 women out of  120 As-
sembly and Senate members. 
While the number of  women in 
the Legislature has increased 
from 23  percent in 2017, their 
ranks are still nowhere close 
to their 51 percent share of  the 
state population as a whole. 

In 1975, there were only three 
female lawmakers and it wasn’t 
until 1999 that women account-
ed for more than one-fourth of  

East Bay assemblyman 
hopes campaign funds 
can help with child care
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Thousands mourn officer at Davis funeral

DAVIS — A young Natalie Corona 
would run around the house in po-
lice gear and loved watching the show 
“Cops.” She always knew she wanted 
to be a police officer, her sister said 
Friday.

Even before Corona joined the force 
a few months ago, she posted a Face-

book tribute to the men and women 
who serve and who have died in the 
line of  duty. She didn’t know then how 
much it would touch the world, her fa-
ther said.

On Friday, family members, friends 
and thousands of  officers from across 
the country packed into a memorial 
service to honor the 22-year-old Cali-
fornia rookie who was shot and killed 
during a routine traffic stop.

Uniformed officers, hats in their 
white-gloved hands, filled about  
8,000 seats at an indoor arena at the 
University of  California, Davis, and 
overflowed into the aisles. Officers 
from as far as New York, Chicago 
and Boston came to honor the young 
policewoman killed last week in this 
Northern California college town.

By JOCELYN GECKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Natalie  
Corona
22-year-old Davis 
police officer  
was killed Jan. 10 
while on duty

ELECTIONS

Rob 
Bonta 
Assemblyman 
introduced the 
bill to allocate 
campaign fundsBETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Samantha Smith, president of the Coast Guard Spouses’ Association Petaluma, shops for groceries Thursday with her children Alexis, 3, Curtis, 10, 
Thomas, 7, right, at FoodMaxx in Rohnert Park. The family has had to dip into their savings to cover costs since the government shutdown began. 

Coast Guard families 
struggling with no pay

Members step up to help each other cope, as does community at large

As the partial government shutdown 
grinds on, Samantha Smith and her 
husband, a Coast Guard cook based 

in Sonoma County, are trying to make 
ends meet and raise three young children 
without receiving a paycheck.

The family lives at the Coast Guard 
training center near Petaluma and survives 
solely on the income from Senior Chief Pet-
ty Officer Christopher Smith, who works as 
a culinary specialist. He’s among thou-
sands of  active duty Coast Guard members 
in the greater Bay Area who Jan. 15 missed 
the first paycheck of  2019.

The Coast Guard, which falls under the 
Department of  Homeland Security, is the 

By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sara Little, 
right, embraces 
a Coast Guard 
family mem-
ber who came 
to Two Rock 
Union School 
in Petaluma on 
Friday to pick 
up one of the 
care packages 
Little and other 
volunteers 
assembled for 
those affected 
by the  
government 
shutdown. 
 
ALVIN JORNADA 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Mueller disputes Cohen story

WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel investigating Russian 
interference in the 2016 election 
disputed on Friday a report that 
said President Donald Trump 
had directed Michael Cohen, his 

longtime lawyer and fixer, to lie 
to Congress about his role in ne-
gotiations to build a skyscraper 
in Moscow.

The rare public statement by 
a spokesman for special coun-
sel Robert Mueller challenged 
parts of  an article published by 
BuzzFeed News on Thursday 
evening saying that Cohen had 
told prosecutors about being 
pressured by the president be-
fore his congressional testimo-
ny.

“BuzzFeed’s description of  

specific statements to 
the special counsel’s 
office, and characteriza-
tion of  documents and 
testimony obtained by 
this office, regarding Mi-
chael Cohen’s congres-
sional testimony are 
not accurate,” said the 
spokesman, Peter Carr.

The BuzzFeed News 
report led to a flurry of  state-
ments by senior members of  
Congress before Carr’s state-
ment who said that the allega-

tions, if  true, could be 
grounds for initiating 
impeachment proceed-
ings against Trump.

A proven effort by 
Trump to pressure a 
witness to commit per-
jury would be one of  
the most damning rev-
elations so far in the in-
vestigation into Russia’s 

attempts to sabotage the 2016 
presidential election and could 
be the cornerstone of  a case that 
the president obstructed justice 

to keep investigators at bay.
Both the White House and 

lawyers for Trump vigorously 
denied the BuzzFeed News re-
port.

“Two words sum it up better 
than anything anybody else can 
say and that is ‘categorically 
false,'” the White House press 
secretary, Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, told reporters Friday.

BuzzFeed News maintained 
that its report was accurate, its 

Special counsel calls 
parts of BuzzFeed News 
article inaccurate
By MARK MAZZETTI  
AND SHARON LAFRANIERE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Michael 
Cohen


