COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES: A HISTORY »

FANCY A TRIM? »

A look at the namesakes of bygone eras
who saw the beauty in the area. A3

Here’s everything
you need to know
about winter
pruning, from
trees to shrubs
to roses, too. D1

NUMBERS STILL STRONG LOCALLY »

In Sonoma County, unemployment
remained at lowest level in 18 years. B8
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WASHINGTON » SENATORS SCRAMBLE

Government shuts
down amid tussle

OAKMONT

Lawsuit:
Effort
to buy
silence
Employees of destroyed
senior home said to be
offered money not to talk
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

opted such a bill, it would also
have had to pass the House, and
lawmakers simply ran out of
time. The government shutdown
was one year to the day after

Debris removal and other
post-fire recovery programs
in Sonoma County will continue in the wake of the federal government shutdown,
which will have no major immediate impact on Sonoma
County, officials said Friday.
The shutdown will have no
impact on U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers employees or
government contractors engaged in hauling away tons
of ash and debris from the

Oakmont Senior Living officials attempted to silence employees of a Santa Rosa care
home sued by residents’ families after it was destroyed in the
October wildfires by offering
them $750 to $1,500 to say they
were unaware the company
broke any laws, according to
new court filings obtained Friday.
An amended suit on behalf
of eight former Oakmont of
Villa Capri residents who claim
they were abandoned during
the fires points to a Dec. 8 letter
from Karen Ellis, vice president
of human resources for the
company’s management group,
offering money to employees
who lost their jobs when the
memory care facility burned
down.
In exchange for the payment,
employees of the facility were
asked to sign the bottom of the
letter, stating they did not know
of any violation of local, state
or federal law, according to the
lawsuit. If they later discovered
a violation, they were asked to
report it to the company. Also,
the employees were required to
waive any legal claims against
Oakmont arising from their
tenures.
Plaintiffs’ attorney Kathryn
Stebner called the letter “unusual.” She said she received it
from two unnamed employees
following her November announcement that she was suing
the company.
“I would say it’s unfair,”
Stebner said Friday, referencing the letter described in the
complaint. “It’s unfair to expect
a maintenance worker or caregiver to know what the laws are
that would have been violated.
I’ve never seen anything like
that before.”
The letter itself is not contained in the court filing. Another attorney in Stebner’s firm,
Kelly Knapp, confirmed the
Dec. 8 letter is the same document cited in the suit.
Neither Ellis nor an Oakmont
spokeswoman, Crystal Robinson, responded to requests for
comment Friday.
“We offer this payment to
(you) as a good faith gesture to
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The Capitol is illuminated in Washington Friday evening. Much of the federal government officially shut down early this morning.

After deadline,
some remained
on the floor

SONOMA COUNTY

What does
this mean
locally?

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Much of
the federal government officially shut down early Saturday
after Senate Democrats, showing remarkable solidarity in the
face of a clear political danger,
blocked consideration of a stopgap spending measure to keep
the government operating.
But senators from both parties
were scrambling for a new deal
to reopen the government quickly, possibly just hours after the
midnight deadline passed.
With just 50 senators voting in
favor, Senate Republican leaders
fell well short of the 60 votes necessary to proceed on the spending measure, which had passed
the House on Thursday. As the

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, walks to the
chamber Friday to appeal for an end to the partisan stare-down over
demands by Democrats for a solution to protect young immigrants.
clock ticked toward midnight,
when funding for the government was set to expire, senators huddled on the floor of the
crowded chamber, searching for
some way forward.
But even if the Senate had ad-

Time to predict the future
FEARLESS FORECAST » Are you the ultimate fortune
teller? Take our quiz and try for a $100 gift card
By PRESS DEMOCRAT STAFF

F

irst, a dose of reality.
The Press Democrat’s
inaugural Fearless
Forecast a year ago challenged
Sonoma County clairvoyants to
predict 2017 North Bay events.
That included Cotati crystal
ball gazers, Penngrove palm
readers, Duncans Mills diviners and Occidental oracles,
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along with Santa Rosa soothsayers and the like.
We supplied 20 questions
about sports, government,
weather, housing and public
transportation and even promised two $100 gift cards — one
for the person prognosticating
the best and the other resulting
from a blind draw.
What was clear from the
overwhelming response of en-
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tries was that many in Sonoma
County envision themselves as
master mediums or awesome
augurs.
Two entrants tied with 12
correct answers each: Mark
Vallerga of Rohnert Park and
Joe Mauer of Santa Rosa. So
it came down to the tiebreaker: How many Russian River
king salmon will be counted
returning to spawn in the 201617 season? The answer was
1,062, vaulting Vallerga and
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SMART’s much-awaited passenger rail service began in August.

INSIDE Check the questions and results of the 2017 quiz / A9
ONLINE To take the 2018 quiz on the web, visit pressdemocrat.com.

PETTY’S CAUSE OF DEATH REVEALED: The
musician died of accidental overdose of pain
medications, coroner says / B1
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