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New push afoot for end-of-life choice
After terminally ill woman
went to Oregon for right to die,
state lawmakers to propose bill
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

A North Coast lawmaker is renewing efforts to give California’s
terminally ill more say over when
and how they die in the wake of a
Bay Area woman’s timed death to
relieve her suffering from brain
cancer.
There have been numerous failed
attempts to give doctors in Califor-

nia the legal authority to prescribe
a lethal dose of
medications to terminally ill patients.
That includes several bills co-authored by former
North Coast lawLois
maker Patty Berg.
Wolk
Brittany
Maynard’s highly publicized death in Oregon late last year
has renewed hope in advocates that
this time will be different. The legislation is being proposed by Sen. Lois
Wolk, D-Davis, and Sen. Bill Monning, D-Carmel.

Wolk on Tuesday said Maynard’s
death “galvanized the lawmakers to
take action.”
“Her courage, her willingness to
open herself up to the world and
share with them the excruciating
final days of her life is really an
important factor for both Sen. Monning and me,” said Wolk, whose
district includes Petaluma, Rohnert
Park, Cotati and Sonoma.
Maynard, a UC Berkeley graduate
who was diagnosed with aggressive
terminal brain cancer shortly after
CRISTA JEREMIASON / The Press Democrat
she was married in Sonoma Valley,
relocated to Portland so that she Carole van Aelstyn volunteers with Compassion and
could take advantage of Oregon’s Choices, a nonprofit organization that counsels people
TURN TO BILL, PAGE A5

about end-of-life choices.

DOWNTOWN SANTA ROSA

1 dead in SUV rollover

It’s time
‘to write
our own
future’
In State of Union speech,
Obama places agenda for
middle class front and center
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
and JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
N EW YO R K T I M ES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Santa Rosa firefighters work to free a pedestrian from under an overturned vehicle at Third and B streets, in Santa Rosa on Tuesday.
The pedestrian died at the scene, and the two drivers were injured.

Pedestrian ‘in the wrong place at the wrong time’ after vehicle collision; 2 drivers hurt
By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

A woman standing on a downtown Santa Rosa street corner Tuesday afternoon
was struck and killed by an SUV that careened into her after it collided with a car
in the intersection, police said.
The woman died after being trapped under a Ford Explorer that had overturned
onto her after the crash at about 2:30 p.m.
at B and Third Streets, across from the
busy Santa Rosa Plaza and a block west of
Courthouse Square.
Her name was withheld pending notification of her family.
“As far as we can tell, she was just stand-

ing on the corner,” Santa Rosa Police Sgt.
Mike Numainville said. “Sadly, she was
just in the wrong place at the wrong time.”
In the minutes after the crash, rescue
personnel worked feverishly with a pneumatic inflation device and wooden blocks
to lift the Ford Explorer off her, but she
died at the scene.
Two men, drivers of the Ford and a Volvo, were taken to Santa Rosa Memorial
Hospital with what appeared to be minor
injuries, Numainville said. Neither vehicle had any passengers.
The Explorer driver, Daniel Borbely, 72,
of Santa Rosa, was helped out of his vehicle by bystanders after it came to rest on

its roof, Numainville said.
Both he and Santa Rosa resident David
Nelson, 94, the Volvo driver, were cooperative with the investigation, police said. No
one had been cited.
The fatality was the first pedestrian
death in Sonoma County this year, according to police and Press Democrat records.
There were six in all of Sonoma County
last year, four in Santa Rosa.
A wire hand cart with several stuffed
plastic bags attached to it was left at the
scene next to the woman on the well-trafficked corner, in front of Luther Burbank
Savings and down the block from the tranTURN TO ROLLOVER, PAGE A4

Palm Springs proving ground for GOP hopefuls
REPUBLICAN LAWMAKERS HEADED TO ‘KOCH PRIMARY’

Republican up-and-comers
tap into wealthy network
of Koch brothers
By ASHLEY PARKER
NEW YORK TI ME S

WASHINGTON — When Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky went to
Kansas last year to campaign
for Gov. Sam Brownback, he
quietly requested a private
meeting with the oil billionaire
Charles Koch in his Wichita
headquarters.
The senator’s pitch: Of all the
potential 2016 Republican presidential candidates, he best reflects the views of Koch and his

Ted
Cruz

Rand
Paul

younger brother, David Koch.
Similarly, Sen. Ted Cruz of
Texas popped through Wichita
in October for an audience he
had requested, and he told the
elder Koch that the Republican
Party needed a grass-roots con-

Marco
Rubio

Scott
Walker

servative like him to take back
the White House.
And Gov. Chris Christie of
New Jersey has worked to cultivate a relationship with the
younger Koch, stopping by his
Manhattan office, calling him to

talk politics and socializing with
him, their wives included.
Perhaps no organization
commands more deference in
Republican politics nowadays
than the sprawling operation established by the Koch brothers.
And this week, the intense competition among Republicans for
their embrace and attention
will break out into the open. An
invitation-only group of 2016
hopefuls will travel to a resort
near Palm Springs for the Koch
brothers’ annual winter seminar, kicking off the so-called
Koch primary.
“What they’ve built is incredibly impressive,” said Phil
TURN TO GOP, PAGE A5

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama claimed credit
on Tuesday for an improving
economy and defiantly told his
Republican adversaries in Congress to “turn
the page” by
supporting an
expensive domestic agenda
aimed at improving
the
fortunes of the
middle class.
R e l e a s e d Barack
from the po- Obama
litical
con- President vowed
straints of a to use his veto pen
sagging econ- against the GOP
omy, overseas leadership’s efforts
wars and elec- to undo his health
tions, Obama care and financial
declared
in reform laws.
his sixth State
of the Union INSIDE
address
that North Bay
“the
shadow lawmakers laud
of the crisis Obama’s bold
has
passed,” vision / A5
and he vowed
to use his final
two years in office fighting for
programs that had taken a back
seat. He called on Congress to
make community college free
for most students, enhance tax
credits for education and child
care, and impose new taxes and
fees on high-income earners
and large financial institutions.
“We have risen from recession
freer to write our own future
than any other nation on Earth,”
Obama said in an address to a
joint session of Congress seen
by an estimated 30 million people. “Will we accept an economy
where only a few of us do specTURN TO OBAMA, PAGE A5
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