NEWMAN GIRLS
VICTORIOUS

BOY IN CLIFF FALL
RETURNS HOME
After more than two months
in Oakland hospital, 4-year-old
back in Santa Rosa Empire

Cardinals remain undefeated in league as they topple Santa Rosa Panthers Sports

WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

Husband: Dying wife’s plight ‘injustice’
Emotions high as families tell
of suffering by terminally ill,
urge end-of-life law for state
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

SACRAMENTO — The family of a Bay Area woman who
ended her life in Oregon rather
than suffer the final stages of
brain cancer joined lawmakers
in Sacramento on Wednesday to

urge passage of a bill that would
expand end-of-life options for
the state’s terminally ill.
Dan Diaz described the joyous
occasion of getting married to
Brittany Maynard in 2012 at Beltane Ranch in Glen Ellen, and
the heartbreak of her cancer
diagnosis a year later. He said
the couple were enjoying lunch
on New Year’s Eve in Healdsburg when she became violently
ill and had to go to the hospital.
Two days later, doctors discov-

Debbie Ziegler,
center, mother
of Brittany
Maynard, spoke
in support
of proposed
legislation by
Sens. Lois Wolk,
left, and Bill
Monning, right,
on Wednesday
in Sacramento.

ered she had a large tumor in
her brain.
Maynard’s decision to move
to Oregon to take advantage of
that state’s “Death With Dignity” law garnered worldwide
headlines. Diaz on Wednesday
said his 29-year-old wife considered it an “injustice” that she
had to leave her home in California just to die.
“I made a promise that I would
do what I could to help this ef-

RICH PEDRONCELLI
Associated Press
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SEBASTOPOL: As Palm Drive Hospital board approves funding for
facility maintenance, the picture is looking brighter for spring reopening

Momentum builds

Measles
outbreak
reaches
70 cases
Experts: 5 patients infected
despite being fully vaccinated;
small risk exists for getting ill
By RONG-GONG LIN II
and ROSANNA XIA
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

“It’s clear that we are progressing and moving the ball down the field, and we’re working together,” says Dennis Colthurst, who was
elected in November to the board for Palm Drive Hospital in Sebastopol. Hospital officials hoping to reopen the facility in April.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A

n effort to reopen Palm Drive
Hospital in Sebastopol in April
is ramping up.
Details of the proposed new hospital
are emerging as the hospital board
has given approval for a local hospital
foundation to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars in maintenance costs
to ready the facility.
“It’s clear that we are progressing
and moving the ball down the field, and

we’re working together,” said Dennis
Colthurst, one of two new board members elected in November.
Colthurst and newly elected board
member Dr. Richard Powers both
opposed the April 28 closure of the hospital last spring and are part of what
appears to be renewed momentum to
rebrand and relaunch the hospital.
“I think it became clear to everyone
involved that the west county community wants a hospital,” said Colthurst
of the November election. “I think
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EFFORTS TO REOPEN
According to Palm Drive Hospital officials,
the following actions authorized by the board on
Monday include:
■ Using foundation funds on hospital upgrades such
as painting, replacement of floor covering, repairing
damage to walls and other work.
■ Contracting design services on several hospital
projects that were in progress before last year’s
closure.
■ Submitting a request to the California Department
of Public Health to extend the current license suspension of the hospital’s medical surgical beds.

County touts positive financial outlook
Rising tax revenues boost
coffers as supervisors
assess spending priorities
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

The financial outlook for
Sonoma County government,
clouded just three years ago in
the fallout from a historic re-

cession, appears to be brighter
than it has been in more than
a decade, with tax revenue up
more than 6 percent from last
year, tourism at an all-time high
and an unemployment rate lower than the state and national
averages.
With a $1.46 billion budget
bolstered by higher revenue
from property, sales and hotel
bed taxes, plus increases in state
and federal funding, Sonoma

County supervisors are poised
to confront a host of new and
long-postponed expenditures,
including on roads, education
and affordable housing projects.
At the same time, county officials say they’re looking to
hold the line on payroll costs,
though those expenses have
jumped nearly 19 percent in
the past four years as the county added more than 400 new
positions across more than two

dozen departments.
The fiscal rebound marks an
opportunity to reassess where
and how the county spends taxpayer money, supervisors said.
“This is a breath of fresh
air,” said Board of Supervisors
Chairwoman Susan Gorin.
“Now we are focusing on our
desperately needed priorities.”
Gorin this week was preparing remarks she was set to
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SANTA ANA — As the measles outbreak that began at Disneyland grew to at least 70 cases
Wednesday, much of the attention has focused on how the vast
majority of patients were not
vaccinated for the highly contagious disease.
But some medical experts
have also expressed concern
about the five patients who contracted measles despite being
fully vaccinated.
Their cases point to a lesser-known aspect of the measles
vaccine: That even those who
get the shots have a small risk
of getting sick, especially older
people who were immunized in
the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s.
Before 1989, federal guidelines recommended one dose of
the measles vaccine. But after
a major outbreak that began
that year, leaving 55,000 sick and
about 120 people dead nationwide, including 75 in California,
officials called for a second dose.
Patients who get both doses
are far better protected than
those who only got one as a baby.
“I would say anybody who
doesn’t know they’ve had two
doses should get a dose of vaccine,” said Dr. James Cherry, a
UCLa research professor and
primary editor of the Textbook
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